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"A Day at King's Farm" 

FRIENDS OF FERGUSON'S STOPPING PLACE FACT SHEET 


1. Friends of Ferguson's Stopping Place is a volunteer, non-profit organization 
dedicated to preservation of historic King's Farm, and telling the stories 
associated with it. If you would like to become a member, visit our table. 

2. The original land was granted to John Dowler in 1876. John and Rachel 
Dowler built the house and barns and ran a licensed hotel and sold whiskey. 

3. The property was located on the Pembroke-Mattawan Highway, a 
colonization route and busy land route for the lumber trade, making it a 
convenient "stopping place" for the men and teams of horses travelling from one 
centre to another, particularily in the winter. Farms also produced and sold 
supplies to the lumber camps. 

A quote from Joan Finnegan's I Come From the Valley; 

" A stopping place was usually a log house. After the horses were 
stabled the travellers would bring their blankets and lunch boxes to the 
house. The lunches were often frozen and had to be taken to the stove. 
Each traveller carried a tea bag and the contents would be contributed to 
one great pot. It was ten cents to make tea and twenty-five cents to keep 
a team overnight. The portagers, worn out from a long day in the cold, 
rolled their blamkets out on the floors and put a coat under their heads for 
a pillow. Eight o'clock was the usual bed time and four o'clock rising 
time". 

4. The farm and hotel were sold to John Ferguson in 1885. Fergusolls, being 
stauch Presbyterians, allowed no liquor to be sold and the establishment 
became known also as the "Temperance Hotel", Fergusons also freighted 
supplies to Big Lake area using sleighs in winter and high wheeled buggies in 
other seasons, 

5. The farm was owned by Fergusons until 1930 when it was sold to a nephew, 
John King. John King mainly farmed but also sold produce to the camps. 

6. King sold the property to AECL in 1968. He continued to live on the farm in a 
house built for him by AECL until his death in 1981, 

7. John King himself was the subject of many interviews for local newspapers, 
authors and radio, especially CBC's 'The Voices of the Pioneers". 

8. AECL has stabalized and partially restored the old farm butldings, It was 
officially designated as heritage property on November 21, 1984 (Deep River 
By-Law 23-84), 

9. Friends of Ferguson's Stopping Place are working towards.an agreement to 
develop the site as a heritage attraction. 
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Remembering King's Fann 

An oral history of the farm at Ferguson's Stopping Place 

compiled by K. Amunds and the 


Friends of Ferguson's Stopping Place, 

edited by Pat Smith 


This is the story of an Ottawa Valley 
stopping place, the last farmer on the land and 
the good times remembered by his friends. 

The town of Deep River, Ontario, 
began in the 1940s with the construction, 
at Chalk River, of the laboratories of 
Atomic Energy of Canada (AECL). The 
town took in several old farms, the most 
famous of which was King's Farm, owned 
by John King, who received the property 
in 1930 from the heirs of his uncle, John 
Ferguson. The property was sold to AECL 
in 1968, although terms of the sale allowed 
John to continue his farming interests. 
Because the company repaired many of 
the buildings, they are among few 
remaining monuments to the lumbering 
era in the Valley. The Friends of 
Ferguson's Stopping Place hopes to 
acquire the property in order to preserve 
the heritage of King's Farm for future 
generations. 

The farm was bounded on one side 
by the modern Highway 17 and on the 
other by the Pembroke-Mattawa Road, 
with many attractive log buildings and 
several acres of cultivated fields as well as 
many acres of bush. The original land, Lot 
45, Concession A, Township of Buchanan 
in the County of Renfrew was granted to 
John and Rachel Dowler, 1876. John 
Dowler built a house and barns and ran a 
licensed hotel, or in the language of the 
time, a stopping place. 

In the 19th century, lumbering was 
the most important industry in the Ottawa 
Valley, reaching a peak around 1890. By 
1854, the area around Mattawa had 
become important to the timber trade, 
with many camps established along the 
Mattawa and Ottawa rivers. The land 
route from Pembroke to Mattawa was a 
rough cut road used by the lumber trade 
to move supplies (food for the shantymen 
and feed for the horses) from farms in the 
area up to the camps. Farms which were 
convenient to the route became stopping 
places where the farmers and their teams 
could shelter and be fed. 

There were several stopping places 
in the Chalk River area, but the only place 
with many surviving log buildings is 
Ferguson's Stopping Place. At the 
stopping places, the traveller generally 
provided his own blanket and food, and 
often slept on the floor of the "hotel". His 
horses could be sheltered in barns and fed. 
The going rate for horse feed was 25¢ per 
horse, and a traveller could dip into the 
communal tea pot (where he was expected 
to add some of his own tea leaves) for 10¢. 
A cup of the hot, strong tea must have 
been very welcome after a trip over the 
rough roads in the heat of summer or the 
extreme cold of winter. 

When John Dowler acquired the 
land, before the Pembroke-Mattawa Road 
was put through in 1854, travelers came 
up to his farm along a rough road from 



the river. In 1876, the Dowlers had sold 
the property to John and Alexanaer Millar, 
who ran the farm for about 10 years before 
selling it to John Ferguson and his wife. 
John was 70 years old when he purchased 
the farm, in 1885. He was a staunch 
Presbyterian, and allowed no liquor to be 

, sold on the premises, advertising the fact 
on his sign, Temperance Hotel. 

The Fergusons shipped supplies to 
the Big Lake (Lake Dumoine) area using 
sleighs and high-wheeled buggies for the 
65 mile journey over roads that were Iittle 
more than tracks through the bush. 

In 1888, George Ferguson inherited 
the Stopping Place from his father, and 
continued to operate it until, in the 1920's, 
improved roads and motor cars made long 
distance travel easier and many stopping 
places became obsolete. 

John King was a nephew of the 
Fergusons, and in 1930 when he was 
about 35 years old, the farm was sold to 
him. He grew food stuffs and feed for 
animals and continued to supply the 
lumber camps. When John sold the farm 
to AECL, the company built him a small 
house on the site, demanding that the 
architect preserve the flavour of the log 
buildings of the farm. Although J01m 
didn't approve entirely of the new house, 
he lived there with his dog, until ill health 
forced him into hospital. He died in 
March, 1981, in his 87th year. 

John had a-1ot of friends in the 
Deep River, Chalk River area, and the 
Friends of Ferguson's Stopping Place have 
talked to some of them. The conversations 
were recorded and will be preserved. This 
short story includes some of the anecdotes 

narrated by John King's friends but is not 
meant to be a complete story. The real 
story is in the memories of Tom Nicks, 
Allen Renaud, Leo Walker, Sara Bowes, 
Lavinia Larochelle, Percy Kean, Pearl and 
Charles Baker, Jean Grant and everyone 
who has visited King's Farm. 

All remember John as an honest 
man, a good friend, someone who loved 
to talk, someone who loved animals. 
Without John, the farm is a collection of 
interesting old buildings. With his 
memory warm among his friends, King's 
Farm lives on. 

The Friends of Fergurson's 
Stopping Place hope, in the years to come, 
to gather more memories of the place and 
will welcome anyone with a tale to tell. 

Kathy Amunds got together with 
Leo Walker and Allan Renaud at Allan's 
home on the Balmer's Bay Road. Leo 
laughed as he recalled how John loved to 
talk: "If you met him around the barn and 
he happened to have a pitch fork or 
manure fork in his hand, he kinda got it 
under his chin when he would be talking". 

Leo recalls a story of John's friend 
Sid who said one morning to his wife that 
it seemed to be a good day to get the 
potatoes in. iliA terrific day', she said. You 
dig them and I'll pick them. Well, O.K. 
said Sid, 'I'm going over to John's to 
borrow a fork', and this was nine o'clock 
in the morning. At 12 o'clock, Sid came 
back in the yard and she had the potatoes 
all out, maybe a hall a dozen pails, and 
she said, 'What in the name of God were 
you doing Sid?' 'Oh', he said, 'that John 
fellow, I couldn't get away from him, and I 
still never got the fork'." 



Another gardener associated with 
John King was his friend Dave Hennan. 
Leo, again, remembers, "He and John 
would have a big garden there together. 
So, one morning, (John was never very 
early in the mornings, about 9 o'clock was 
time to get up) so one morning Dave 
thought, 'Well, I'm going to go up and sow 
a bunch of garden this morning; onions 
and a few other seeds.' Well, John got up 
after a while and went out and milked a 
couple of the cows and had his breakfast 
and he said, 'I think this is a good morning 
to plow the garden', so he put the horse on 
the plow and..." 

Pearl Baker of Chalk River agrees. 
She is a granddaughter of Elizabeth 
Ferguson. "Once John started talking, he 
would talk and talk", she says. 

Sara Bowes, of Chalk River, was 
married to Bob King, a cousin of John. 
She recalls that she first met John King 
when he came to live at Ferguson's. She 
saw him at dances and at house parties. 
"At those times they used to play cards for 
chickens and he liked to go and play 
cards." 

Leo Walker describes the scene, the 
peace of the times. "Our parents and 
grandparents and all, you could go into 
their homes at night and the coal lamps lit; 
they were all so comfortable, knitting and 
playing cards among themselves you 
know, and God was there, great world, it 
was wonderful." He goes on, "Yup, I can 
remember going into McKay's, Raphel's, 
Gleason's, Holden's, any of them, at night 
with my parents there and the old people. 
Women, they'd be knitting in the corners, 
making quilts or something, and maybe 
the men would get into a game of cards or 

something. Everything was so peaceful 
and then there'd be a little lunch served 
and we'd go out to the barn, get the horse 
and sleigh and we'd all come home." 

"About 1932 I think it was," Sara 
says, "he bought a Chev coupe, one of the 
nicest cars in the area and he used to come 
down to the old Orange Hall for dances; 
he loved to square dance and waltz, too." 

Leo Walker remembers the 
Chevrolet coupe, too. He tells the tale of 
John's driving to Dovers Hotel in Chalk 
River to have a few beer. "Maybe once a 
month, take a drive up to Chalk River and 
come back and that's all you'd ever see. 
So this night, John was coming home from 
Dovers and he was taking in most of the 
road coming home, so the provincials 
pulled him off. 'Where you going, John?' 
'Going home', he said. 'Well you've been 
drinking'. 'Oh, I've had a couple', he said. 
'Well, you'll have to straighten up on the 
road, you're taking too much of the road' 
and he said, 'God damned', he said, 'I got 
my licence yesterday and they told me I 
could drive anywhere, so the road is all 
mine'! 

Leo says, "We laugh about it at least 
twice a year, when we get talking about 
John King's farm. There was never ever 
an ounce of liquor ever sold. The only 
liquor that was ever there was when John 
had come over from Dovers Hotel in 
Chalk River!" 

Pearl Baker cQnfims the teetotall 
state at the Stopping Place. She says, 
"They were stiff Presbyterians." When 
Pearl was only four years old, she was 
orphaned and her grandmother "took us 
for a little while", Pearl has a photo of 



Elizabeth Ferguson .. whom she remembers 
with affection. "She had her strict 
Presbyterian rules .. but she was a kind old 
lady. When my mother died and there 
were four of us, and her husband died, 
and she had two; all six of us landed there 
for a little while. So she had to be a pretty 
patient woman." 

Allen Renaud .. who still lives on the 
Balmer's Bay Road, on the river side of 
King's Farm, explains that selling alcohol 
was not a good idea for any stopping 
place. "You couldn't afford to have people 
drinking in those times because they 
would cause too much trouble. They had 
to get on the road early in the morning. 
You're up, you know...no more getting up 
at 8 or 9 o'clock. It was up and feeding 
horses at 3 o'clock in the morning, and 
pulling out right after breakfast." 

Leo chimes in, "No, no, that's one 
thing I can say from what I remember of 
the portagers, that if they drank two 
bottles of beer, there might be two men in 
that whole group who would want a little 
thirst quencher, you know." 

Leo remembers, "They used to raise 
some good beef cattle, them Fergusons, 
and they'd butcher in the fall and sell 
them by the quarter to neighbours around. 
And my dad would want a quarter of beef 
off of George Ferguson each winter." 

We hear another of Leo's humorous 
stories: "My brother was the horse man at 
home. I drove horse, too, but my brother 
was supposed to be better than I was and 
he always took care of the horses. You 
know, 'Don't do this to the horse and don't 
do that and be good to them,' and all this .. 
you see? 

"Well, this night, my dad said to my 
sister, my sister Francis, Take the chestnut 
horse there and go down to George's, pick 
up that quarter of beef there, down at 
Fergusons'. So down we went. It was 
kind of raised up where the well was over 
close to the house then, so the seepage 
from the barn yard wouldn't get in. It was 
the old wooden style of pumps then. So 
we drove this old horse, Shiner, we had 
then, up to the pump and just stood him 
there and went into the house to talk. 

"George Ferguson come out with 
the lantern to go over to get the quarter of 
beef. He had his cane in one hand and the 
lantern in the other and as he was going 
by the horse, he flipped up the cane and 
said, 'Hup, be jings, ye got the horse with 
ya here'. And the old horse just took off 
like that/' Leo claps his hands, "and 
straight up the highway as hard as he 
could go. 

"So we had to walk home, the two 
of us just cracked up walking up that road 
laughing. We got home and dear, old 
Shiner was standing there in the middle of 
the manure pile, facing the stable doors. 
We walked in and my dad said, 'So what 
did you do with the meat?' 'It's still down 
at Fergusons' !' 'So what happened?' "So 
we told him and he cracked up too!" Leo 
continues, laughing, ItOh God, I can still 
see him going up the road there, in the 
dark." 

There were other stopping places 
along the route from Pembroke to 
Mattawa. At Chalk Riverl the Field's ran a 
similar establishment to Ferguson's. Percy 
Kean's late wife, Belle, told him about the 
times. He saysl "My wife knew more 
about Ferguson's Stopping Place than we 
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did, cause they had a Stopping Place of 
their own, her grandfather had a Stopping 
Place. She remembered there'd be maybe 
four teams come in, and her grandmother 
would do the cooking and feed them. 
And, when it came to paying, her 
grandfather held out his hand..." Percy 
laughs, "He gathered up the money and 
she done the cooking. Of course, he 
would have to go and take the horses to 
the stable and show them where to put 
them ... " 

Sara recalls that John loved to go 
places. "My husband and I went on 
several trips with him, to Pembroke or the 
fairs. We'd go to Renfrew Fair. They liked 
to look at the horses." She notes that John 
"was a lover of horses, and took good care 
of them. He had a nice little driver one 
time and he was driving to Chalk River in 
the afternoon for some groceries and his 
horse dropped dead on the side of the 
road, so he had no driver after that. The 
horse died with a heart attack, the vet 
said." 

Life was hard on horses. Leo and 
Allen remember when the teamsters came 
into the stopping place overnight. 

Leo: "They carried their lunch box 
with them and after supper, they'd go to 
feed their horse for the night and give it 
water and there'd be the odd horse that, 
they called it colic, it was a stomach ache 
from overeating and working. So, if they 
didn't have any Belles Medical Wonder to 

. put a couple of drops on his tongue-
which was an instant killer of the pain
they'd get on the horse's back and they'd 
gallop him up and down the road to get 
that pain out of his stomach." Allen 
adds, "If you didn't keep them on their 

feet then they'd lay down and you 
couldn't get them back up again. That's 
why they'd run them up and and down or 
walk them up and down the road." 

Leo remembers another funny tale. 
"Al's father and all the Labine's here, they 
used to keep the grandest horses ever was 
and took pride in them and never liked to 
overwork them. They always told this 
story about Ray's dad here, Ray Labine 
that has the antique place (The Log House, 
on the Balmer's Bay Road in Deep River). 
They used to tell this little story and joke 
about him that he'd take the horse and 
buggy and go to Chalk River for a bag of 
flour--and in them times they used to buy 
everything in hundred pound bags, eh, 
because you'd only go out maybe every 
two or three months to the store. So they 
used to say that Sil Labine, to take the 
weight off the horse coming home in the 
buggy, he'd put the bag of flour on his 
knee." 

Sara and Lavinia Larochelle 
remember when the provincial 
government began work on Highway 17. 
Says Sara, "In the 1930's they started up 
grading highway 17 and hauled gravel. 
John King was there with his horse, along 
with all the other neighbour farmers 
around about, to make some extra money 
in the winter, hauling gravel. They would 
haul it in different areas and they'd have a 
gravel box that would draw about three 
yards of gravel and that was dumped on 
the side of the road and then in the spring, 
it was graded onto the road after the snow 
went. First they used a horse grader. My 
husband Bob King had the horses and the 
horse grader and he used to grade the 
highways." 



Lavinia Larochelle remembers the 
building of the highway, too. "He (John 
King) boarded with me, the time they 
were making the new road there. They 
were drawing gravel from our pit and 
there were six teams, I think there was." 
Lavinia lived at Rolphton at the time. 
"Yah, they boarded there all winter. I had 
four boarders that winter. Well, I had my 
husband and the other ones there. They 
had no place to go, so I had lots of room, 
enough room anyway for them." She says 
that John King "was a long piece from the 
farm when he was at my home." Also, 
tlHe was a foreman in the pit there when 
. they was drawing gravel there." 

Lavinia recalls it was a hard time. 
"To tell you the truth, we didn't have any 
time to have parties or anything. Well, 
you worked from daylight to dark and I 
think you were glad to go to bed at night." 
She remembers that people did all kinds 
of things to make money. They hunted 
moose and deer, the farmers grew food 
themselves in the own fields and they'd 
bring it up to Rolphton and bring it up to 
Big Lake and sell it up there. And they'd 
make a good haul on it, don't you forget." 

Lavinia was 96 in September, 1992. 
She recalls life at Big Lake, which was the 
local name for Lake Dumoine. til cooked 
up at Big Lake for one half summer and I 
was there one whole winter till the next 
summer, pretty near the fall. Then I came 
down and I had the baby, Stella there, she 
was the baby, a couple of months old, took 
the baby and away back up to Big Lake 
again and we stayed all that winter till the 
next spring. We weren't alone. They 
always had a cook there and my husband 
worked in the cookery with us." She 
laughs as she recalls, "I knew the boss that 

was running that thing. I liked it up at Big 
Lake. We had hens up there and cows and 
pigs and you name it, they had it." It was 
a busy place, says Lavinia, "I saw as high 
as 35 to 40 teams coming in there to 
unload. It took a lot, it really took a lot to 
feed 35 or 40 men, don't forget." 

The food at the lumber camp on 
Lake Dumoine was great. Lavinia says, 
"You put ten pies on the table and you 
were lucky if you had a piece left when 
they were done. Cook and bake, cook and 
bake. I always said if I had all the stuff I 
cooked up there and other places that I 
cooked, I'd have a road built from here to 
Vancouver. If you didn't make ten or 12 
pies. there was no point in making any, 
because they wouldn't last. Well myself, I 
wouldn't have got a taste!" 

Lavinia says that feeding the men 
at the stopping places was as tiring as 
feeding the shantymen. "Lots of them had 
their own eats, they brought their own 
stuff, but the biggest part of them didn't. 
My God, sometimes they'd land in 25 or 
30 people there and you had to feed them. 
And I'm telling you, it takes a pile of stuff 
because they are all good eaters, and 
especially something they like, that's 
worse!" 

Lavinia cooked on a wood stove, of 
course. She says now, having had an 
electric range, "I'd sooner the wood stove." 

Of course, it was as Allan Renaud 
says, "For people like my grandfather and 
great-grandfather, it was all pine country 
then. They would cut the pine into cord 
wood and sell it to the steamboats along 
the river. They made a little bit of money 
that way." Leo agrees, "You cut it into 16 



foot lengths and 12 foot lengths and you 
piled it on the shore of the Ottawa River 
and it was picked up then in the summer, 
by steamboats." 

"Adolf Sennet from Petawawa, he 
was about six foot six, he cut wood for my 
dad," says Leo. "It was jack pine, and he'd 
take it to the steamboats on the river." He 
cut and split three cord of steamboat 
wood a day and a lunch time. Oh, he was 
a strong, big man, big bones. At lunch 
time, he'd open up his lunch and he'd set 
his sandwich on the stump and he'd take a 
bite and he kept on chopping." 

That reminded Leo of something 
John King had told him about. "His father 
used to cut all the stove wood by hand 
with just an axe. John used to tell me, 
often, how good he was with an axe, just 
like his old father." 

Speaking of the riverboats, Allan 
says, "It was still in my day. They used to 
have passenger boats, steamboats. John 
used to tell me manys a time he used to 
come down there with the orses and pick 
up stuff off the boats. People'd be looking 
out the boat and he'd make the horses rear 
up, coming up to the boat, and that was a 
big thing, then." 

Leo agrees, "That was the prettiest 
thing to watch, that big passenger boat 
coming around that corner. You'd be 
sitting on the wharf out there, waiting for 
the freight to come. It used to come up by 
boat and as soon as he'd come around the 
corner, he'd pull that big steam whistle, 
and it had a sound like you never heard in 
your life." Allen goes on, "And the old 
horses would all rear up", and Leo adds, 
"Oh my Good, my dad had a couple there, 

they'd be just standing straight stiff in 
fear." 

Percy Kean grew up in Chalk River. 
He remembers that the steamboat went 
from Pembroke to DesJoachims. "I was 
telling you about my dad cutting wood on 
the first farm? It went to Roberts Wharf 
and it supplied the fuel for that boat" he 
goes on, "I think they sold the wood to the 
boat for about 50 cents a cord way back in 
the 1900s. Now I don't know what my 
dad got for cutting the wood...it must 
have been about 30 or 40 cents a cord." 

Leo adds to that. He says the boats 
would "go up today, stay over night in 
DesJoachims and come back tomorrow. 
The old passenger boat used to put on an 
excursion once a year, from Pembroke to 
DesJoachims, and they'd have an orchestra 
that played just waltzes and square 
dances." As usual, Leo's story ends with 
a laugh. 'Well, there is a sand bar right in 
the middle of the river that's up within 
eight feet of the top of the water. So this 
night, the excursion was going up the 
river," he breaks off to explain; "All the 
neighbours used to go down to the river 
when we knew he was coming and we'd 
sit on the shore to see all those beautiful 
lights and hear the music and the people 
just having a real time." Then he 
continues, "This night it hung on the 
sandbar and it was there for two days 
before they got the tug boats up to pull it 
off the sandbar." 

This then, is the setting for John 
King's life. The life of a pioneer in the 
Valley. As a young man, John worked for 
the railroad. Leo Walker says that two of 
the King boys, John and his twin, Duncan, 
"had the run from North Bay to Chalk 



River all the time, so this gave them a 
pretty close opportunity to keep their eye 
on the Ferguson's, how they were getting 
along." As George Ferguson aged, he and 
his sister Jane were less and less able to 
take care of the farm. Eventually, John left 
a job with the Department of Highways to 
help. 

When he left the job, the letter of 
recommendation given him was a 
summing up of the values of John's life. It 
reads in part: "John King has been 
employed by this department for a 
number of years in different capacities but 
especially as foreman and tractor grader 
operator. We have always found him to 
be willing, sober, conscientious and 
always taking an interest in his work." 

One of John King's friends in later 
years is Jean Grant, of Deep River. She 
recalls that John told her he had come "in 
the '30s when his aunt and uncle got on in 
years and they needed somebody to work 
the farm. That's when he came down 
from North Bay and started to farm 
seriously." 

Allan Renaud says that George 
Ferguson "was crippled pretty badly and 
bent over, but he was tough." He 
remembers the sister, Jane Ferguson. "She 
was active too, she always had a bunch of 
cats flying around, too, and talking to 
herself." 

With the advent of the motor car 
and truck, the need for stopping places 
slowly faded and Ferguson's Place became 
a mixed farm. According to Tom Nicks, 
who got to know John King in the '60s. the 
farm was "pretty marginal." "He meeked 
out a living on it." Tom says, "I think he 

had, in the earlier years, far more than the 
cows that he had when I got here. He still 
had a few cows and he had horses, but I 
think he had done mixed farming before 
that; maybe pigs and chickens and all the 
rest of it." 

Reiterating, "I think it was just a 
marginal operation," Tom says that John 
had "all the old equipment, you know, the 
old manure spreaders and potato hillers. I 
think the most recent thing he had was 
about 60 years old. The potato hill 
plowers that went behind the horse were 
turn of the century type things." 

In keeping with the aura of the 
farm, the log building and so on, it was 
not surprising that John King worked with 
equipment that was old. Tom says, "There 
would be the walking plows and the 
riding plows and the potato plow and the 
hiller. There was of course, a sleigh, a big 
heavy sleigh I think we once used in the 
winter. It was old simple equipment, but 
he kept it in good shape. Like I say, he 
could do some blacksmithing." 

According to Tom, "John was very 
aware about what was going on." John 
was on the council for the Townships of 
Rolph, Buchanan, Wylie and McKay for 25 
years. "There was a plaque up there in his 
honour, so he knew what was going on, he 
knew the value of a dollar. 'Value for 
value', he'd say, in his Irish Valley twang." 

In the early '40s, big changes came 
to the Chalk River--Deep River area. The 
Chalk River Nuclear Laboratories were 
established on the Ottawa River at Chalk 
River and a town for employees and 
families grew up at Deep River. The 
fascination of a working farm close to the 
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town brought the curious, many of whom 
became new friends for John King. 

Tom says, "I used to garden with 
him. So did J.L. Gray (then President of 
Atomic Energy of Canada Limited), Jean 
Grant and Dorothy Stuart. I used to help 
him plow. It was a sort of novelty for me. 
I hadn't done that before. And fix fences 
and so I used to go and see him a fair bit. 
I did know that Jean used to phone just 
about every day." 

Jean Grant confirms that. She says, 
"I did for years." She goes on, "He said, 
'Once upon a time a lot of people used to 
stop, when the road went down to 
Balmers Bay through the farm. Now 
sometimes days go by and I don't get 
talking to anybody'." Jean agreed to 
phone and check on him. She says, "John 
used to read at night and he'd feed the 
animals last thing, because he didn't get 
up terribly early in the morning. So, he'd 
listen to the 11 o'clock news and then he'd 
go out and feed the animals. So every 
night after the 11:30 news I'd call John and 
we'd visit about all the doom and gloom 
in the world and rehash the news." 

Jean recalls that the farm was 
always very tidy. "John's place was 
always very, very neat. He never had any 
junk lying around." Jean has movies and 
photographs of parties and activities on 
the farm. "You can see how neat the place 
was. There were no old broken wheels or 
machinery like you see on most farms. He 
was a very tidy person." Tom agrees, "He 
was of the old schooL He was going to 
leave the place at least as good as he 
found it. That was the old saying he had, 
'leave the world at least as good a place as 
when I came into it'. That was his idea of 

• 

keeping the bush clean and his property 
cleaned up." 

Tom Nicks says that John was an 
independent person. "If you were there 
and sort of tried to take over and tell him 
how to do things, you were out of there 
pretty fast. There are some things I can 
think about along that line that I won't 
even mention!" Of John, he says, "He 
appreciated people who appreciated farms 
and animals and equipment and would 
spend all kinds of time and tell you about 
it, but he didn't appreciate being told how 
to do things." 

Tom Nicks and Percy Kean 
remember the parties at King's Farm. Says 
Tom, "We had some pretty good parties, 
some dances. We had his birthday parties 
there and there was a gang of us. We were 
even playing the bagpipes." Jean Grant 
has movies and photographs of the 
parties. She says, "He had a twinkle in his 
eye and it shows in the movie." Jean 
describes the gang; "That's Mrs. King, she 
was married to a cousin of John's; and 
Myrtle Field, she was kind of a distant 
cousin of John's; and that's Guy King; and 
Marg and Chuck Cleland, Chuck and John 
were good friends for years; and Tom 
Nicks; Tom's wife Betty; Sara Bowes, she 
was married to John's cousin, Bob King; 
and Percy Kean that did the haying. Percy 
had a farm up the road, and his wife Belle. 
This is Stan Bowes, he's another oldtime, a 
friend of John's and that's Ian McPartland 
sitting on the chesterfield talking ..." 

John was proud to be able to serve 
com on the cob grown on the farm to his 
guests. Jean remembers, "His birthday 
was about the 17th of September and the 
com was always ready, so he used to boil 



it. The parties were originally held in the 
big house, the old house. And he had a 
copper boiler there that he boiled the corn 
in." 

As John grew older, he scaled down 
the farri:ting operations and hired help for 
some of the larger jobs, such as haying. 
Jean remembers, "He used to hire Percy 
Kean to come and do his haying for him." 

Percy recalls with pride that his 
grandsons helped. "See, my grandson run 
the baler, my other grandson run the rake 
and my other grandson was on the 
wagon." He goes on, "You see, when we 
took the stuff to the barn, my grandson 
put it onto the elevator, and John and my 
wife would kind of straighten the bales on 
the elevator and Sheldon [Kean] would 
take them off the elevator in the mow and 
hand them to young Bertrand and he 
would throw them up to me and I would 
place them." 

Jean says, "John always liked it 
when the haying was being done. He felt 
pretty important. Percy's wife Belle used 
to take over the kitchen and feed the 
people doing the work. That day was 
really a good day for John." 

The haymow was in the cattle barn. 
Jean laughs as she says, "The cattle and the 
horse were down the lower field all 
summer, and the horse didn't like going 
into the stable all by himself. So I said to 
John one time, 'John can't you let him go 
in with the cows?' and John said, 'Jean did 
you ever look at the height of the ceiling in 
that barn? The mare would be too tall'!" 

Over the years, John had many 
horses. Jean remembers that one year, 

John missed his Christmas dinner at her 
home because the mare wouldn't go into 
the stable and he wouldn't leave her out. 
"; ) we had to go ahead and have our 
Christmas without him, but the next day 
we heated up the turkey and John came in 
and we had Christmas with him then." 

It was often that John was invited 
to spend good times with friends. Jean 
remembers taking him to visit Upper 
Canada Village. "He was interested in 
everything." She continues, "It was all 
stuff that John had worked with all his 
life. Horses and hay. John used to always 
smell the hay, I guess to see if it was 
sour..." Still in the Village, "John talked to 
all the people, especially the people 
handling the horses." 

Other friends gave John rides to the 
Orangemen's Parade in Micksburg or 
shopping in Pembroke or to the feed mills. 
Tom says, "He wasn't a person who 
needed to to be taken care of in this way, 
in the sense that, you know, somebody 
had to take him to the fair and so on; he 
seemed to be a person who was nice 
enough that people just felt inclined to do 

. this for him." Tom goes on, 'We didn't 
mind doing it because he appreciated 
going to the fair, you know, the Cobden 
Fair. I was with him a few times." 

Tom sums up with his assessment 
of John King: "I just found him a character 
with a lot of stories and a good memory 
and a lot of good sayings." 

. 
For Jean Grant and all John's 

friends, King's Farm will always remind 
them of the good times. "I never go by 
there that I don't look at the old pump and 
think of John." 
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FERGUSON'S SToppING PLACE 1 • 

Historical background of this property; 

Before 1850 -John Dowler ran a licensed hotel and sold whiskey.
-The "stopping place" was based on the lumber trade, and 
prior to 1854 traffic to and from the lumber camps was 
done by water, with trails cut from the river through
the forest to the stopping places. 

1850-1888 -John Ferguson, a Presbyterian, acquired the property
and it became a "dry" hotel. In 1854 the Pembroke-Mattawa 
was rough cut and for years was used only by sleighs.
Settlers cleared the land and were soon providing food 
and services for the lumber camps and travellers. At the 
stopping place the traveller generally provided his own 
blanket and food, and if it was very crowded he would 
sleep on the floor. The horse could be stabled and fed. 
The traveller customarily carried a "tea bag" and he was 
expected to add tea to the "pot". They were reportedly
charged lOt for tea, and 25t for horse feed. 

1888-1920's-George Ferguson, son of John Ferguson, operated the 
stopping place. The family also operated a freighting
business, shipping supplies to the Big Lake (Dumoine) 
area using sleighs and high-wheeled buggies.

-The original road leading to Ferguson's Stopping Place 
approaches the house and barns from the north east, from 
the old Pembroke-Mattawa Road, now known as Balmer's 
Bay Road.Part of this road is lined with planted, unident 
ified trees. 

-Improved roads and motor cars made stopping places
obsolete by the mid 1920's. 

1930-1968 -John King, nephew of George Ferguson, operated the prop
erty as a mixed farm. 

1968-1981 -The property was purchased by AECL. John King lived in 
the modern house built for him by AECL. 
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2. 

DEVELOPMENT OF MAIN AREAS OF INTEREST 

Qriginal Log House- the "Stopping Place" (1) 

This 	needs a good cleaning.
At present it could be left in its present state, but in the 

future, if it is upgraded, it should have something done to the 
floors such as staining and perhaps some satin urethane to keep it 
clean. The old colonial paint colours are available and could be 
used sparingly throughout as required.

The house needs to be "beautified" by the addition of period
dishes, carpets, curtains, pictures, bedding etc. 

The house contains some interesting old pieces of furniture 
e.g. 	2 wooden kitchen tables 

ice box 
chairs 
beds 
4 old stoves- Findlay Oval, Pembroke, Beach Companion 

plus 	various pieces of equipment 
e. g. vise bench 


grinder 

cream separator


These should be cleaned up and restored by someone knowledgeable. 

The Kitchen Garden (2) 

It is beside the house, is very overgrown and near a well. 
An approach has been made to the Horticultural SOCiety executive 

(through J.F.Palmer) to see if they would be interested in taking 
over this area for replanting. The response was favourable, conting
ent on their new executive. They would also fill containers (hopefully
old crocks, barrels or cast iron pots) with flowers to beautify the 
outside of the house and the entrance to the grounds.

Eventually it would be interesting and eye-catching to enclose 
the garden with a split rail fence. 

The Barns (3) 

Originally used for stabling horses for the night by travellers 
along the old Pembroke-Mattawa Road, and later used by John King in 
his "mixed farming".

There is a lot of old farming eqipment that could be put on dis
play in the various barns. 

There are several large pieces, such as a hay wagon, that could 
be left outside on display, but should have some protection.

Two barns were used for animals, one for hay storage, and one for 
eqUipment storage. The barns are in very good condition, having
recently been restored by !ECL. 



--- - --- ----------- ----

Small Shop (4) 

This contains rope, corn husk. and a fanmill. It could be organ
ized and posibly open for viewing. 

Milk House (5) 

Presently the loft is full of old unidentified equipment. It may
have possibilities. 

Blacksmith Shop (6) 

A small log house, which is presently full of old blacksmithing
equipment and tools. This needs to be cleaned up, organized, and 
needs so meone knowledgeable to put on some "live" displays. Great 
possibilities here! 

The Trees and Fields (7) 

There are several outstanding, very old pine trees which should 
be developed as beauty spots, and around which lovely picnic areas 
could be developed. 

There are r:lany lovely trees on the property as well as a "planted" 
row of unidentified trees lining the original road leading into the 
compound. An approach should be made to the Petawawa National Forest
ry to identify these trees and an estimate made of the age of the big
pines, in particular the one behind the woodshed. 

Part way along the road is a broken-down bridge over a creek. This 
could also be developed into a beauty spot, particularly if birds 
could be attracted to the area. i.e. ducks and geese. This area has 
the possibilities of a bird sanctuary if someone could be found to 
take on the project •••• that is, the regular feeding of the birds to 
bring them in. 

Throughout this whole area between the main compound and Balmer's 
Bay Road are many old walking trails through the bush, as well as 
open fields. 
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~UGGESTI OHS : 

The House (1 ) 

1. 	Clean up the "Stopping Place". 
2. 	Clean and restore the old furniture, stoves and equipment.
3. 	In late March or early April, put an ad in the N.R.T. asking local 

area residents to contribute turn of the century furniture, dishes, 
bedding, portraits of early pioneers to hang on the walls, old 
quilts, braided and hooked rugs•••• anything old that would fit the 
type of house it was.Items could be donated, with a public record 
kept, or loaned temporarily. 

4. 	Form a "house" committee to take over its decoration. 
5. 	Hire a house guide •••• someone who would also bake old fashioned 

muffins and cookies (either at home or in one of the stoves),serve 
tea and coffee for payment to tourists wanting refreshments•••• 
while also explaining how the stopping place used to operate. 

The Garden (2) 

Have the Horticultural Society put in a vegetable garden of all 
the old staples - potatoes, corn, rhubarb, pumpkins etc. 

They could sell these vegetables at summer's end to raise funds 
for their town beautification projects.

They might prefer to have individual garden plots, as they do 
elsewhere in town. In either case, it would give life to the place by
having people active and working around the house. 

It would be interesting to have a split rail fence built around 
the garden area. 

The Horticultural Society has shown a positive response to the 
idea, particularly since there is a well nearby which they could 
presumably use. 

The Barns and Yard (3) 

1. 	Hire a "farm hand" for the summer•••• perhaps an agricultural or a 
veterinarian student who would act as a guide around the barns and 
blacksmith shop. He (or she) could also be responsible for caring
for some chickens or goats during the summer. This person could 
act as a caretaker and live in part of the modern house as part of 
his salarF. 

2. 	It would add some "life" to the place if there were some animals 
or birds around. Per haps a barn could be loaned out to individuals 
who would like to raise some Chickens, goats etc. and would also 
take on the cost and responsibility for that privilege.

3. 	Possibly on weekends, local people owning horses would gives rides 
or 	"show" their animals. Other possibilities would be

gile hay rides. have a corn roast~ have "a scarecrow contest4. 	Once the ulaCKs~tli suop ~s ~n oraer, nave someone aemonstrate 
and explain the different tools. 



5. 

Q~CURITY 

Some sort of security should be seriously conside~ed, particularly
for the house, the barns and the blacksmith shop, which all contain 
valuable antiques. An approach might be made to AECL for this since 
they are in ihe business of selling security. 

Activities 

On weekends, ask various groups around the area to demonstrate 
their crafts for a day, 

e.g. 	rug hooking watercolour painting
spinning wool oil painting
weaving wood carving
blacksmithing knitting
cabinet making crocheting
furniture restoring flower drying and arranging 

and let them sell their wares for that day, 
or that weekend. They could, perhaps, leave their items on display
for sale for a limited time. 

Generally, it would be best if any craft items demonstrated and 
sold were of the heritage type, rather than modern••••• or directly
concerned the heritage property such as notepaper portraying build
ings on the farm. 



Richard O. Byrne 
4 Brock Street 
P.O. BOX 6'0 
Merrickville. Ontario KOG , NO 
6'3-269-3676 

August 31, 1987 

Mr. Neil E. Williamson 
Dir. of Economic Development 
Town of Deep River 
P.O. Box 400 
Deep River, Ont. KOJ 1PO 

Dear Neil: 

The bed and breakfast was perfect, and thank you for the 
opportunity to meet with you and committee members at the site, 
aDd with you and Ron Booth over diner. I thiDk the meetings were 
very useful for all concerned. 

Ferguson's Stopping Place is a unique resource. I cannot 
remember, (at least since my childhood) having visited a complex 
of farm buildings that display farm life prior to the event of 
electrification and tractors such as this site does. Its 
buildings and fields and streams and lane ways are quiet 
reminders of a common way of life that has almost vanished in 
the past 40 years. The idea of using this complex as a resource 
that examines human values associated with this peroid of time 
is really exciting. Perhaps we have enough museums of objects. 
Perhaps it is time to have a museum that explores ideas and 
values. Bravo to you and the people of Deep River for 
recognizing this sites importance. 

The problems of developing this site are numerous. Of first 
importance is whether-or-not AECL will sell or live control of 
the buildings and land to the City of Deep River. Your control 
will is essential to move forward. I hope your efforts go well 
in this area. 

Once you are assured control of the site then a number of 
steps should be taken. I will attempt a brief listing of them: 

1. 	 Develop a statement of interpretive purpose for the site 
through a project feasibility study. What is it that this 
farm site is going to do and what are the expected benefits 
and costs associated with such a use, i.e., what is the 
site's product or service is the main questioD such a study 
would examine. In order to develop a state.e~t of interpret
iye purpose a series of options need to be considered. It is 
critical at this stage to make clear in concept and in 
language expressing that concept just what it is that the 
site i~about. For instance the use of the word "museum" may 
shade discussions and costs expectations in a way that you 
(in the collective use of the word) didn't intend and can 
ill afford. Only through careful beginnings can many future 
pitfalls be avoided. 
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2. 	 Develop a marketing ,strategy for the site that will sell the 
"product" of the site to the public. This site product may 
be a selection of events, festivals, produce, overnight or 
weekly stays etc. and which may include promoting the use of 
the site and area as a movie prop while a variety of far. 
related events take place. The potential for pre-WW II type 
farm activities is almost endless and should be of interest 
to a very wide public. I feel the effort should be in "hands 
on" events, not just a passive walk through where one sees 
life as it once was. 

3. 	 Develop a site landscape plan. Such a plan would state the 
theme of farm life while at the same time it would allow for 
the needs of diverse groups visiting the site. 

4. 	 Inspect and record all existing structures. 

5. 	 Develop repair and maintenance specifications with repair 
and maintenance priorities clearly spelled out for each 
building. 

6. 	 Develop security, HVAC and sanitary systems required in 
buildings and around the site. 

7. 	 Design additional structures needed to handle visitors to 
the site ••• toilets, eating, bunk houses etc. 

8. 	 Conduct an on going programme of historical research on 
Ferguson and King, and the era in which they lived. 

9. 	 Catalog existing artifacts on the site and develop a 
furnishing schedule for each building needed to complete the 
site in terms of its stated interpretive goals. 

10. 	Develop interpretive programmes that would put flesh onto 
the events and activities available at the site. 

11. 	Detail site personnel,cequirements. 

12. 	Identify funding sources and organizations that can be part 
of the development of the site. 
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Neil, Ithis list could 10 on. I would be happy to put 
tOlether a team of experts that could address these various 
issues. As you know I a. currently involved with such a team 
that has just been selected to do a si.ilar study at Wentworth 
Heritale Villale in Hamilton, Ontario. Do keep .e informed of 
your deliberations and if I can be of any help in clarifyinl a 
point please call. I think it is too soon to apply cost filures 
to the above items but with clarification from the City of Deep 
River as to what items they would like to address I would be 
happy to quote a price alonl with the proposed members of the 
team involved. I look forward to your reply. Until then, I 
remain, 



LA-J. PHilLIPS 
"THE GRANGE" 

C.P.319 
CANnEY. QutBEC 

lOX lLO 
(819) 827·3164 

September 17. 1987.Nell E. Williamson, 

Director, Economic Development,

Town of Deep River, 

P.O. Box 400, 
Deep River, Ontario 
KOJ lPO 

Dear Neil, 

Mary Anne and I enjoyed our trip to Deep River yesterday to meet you 
and discuss Ferguson's Stopping Place, and we thank you for your hospital
Ity. 

There i~ no douht that the buildings are in remarkably good condition 
for their age and are we11 worth preserving on their present s11e. To allow 
them to deteriorate or be destroyed would be a terrIble loss to our heritage 
In a region where easily accessIble examples of nineteenth century struc
bres are uncommon. 

Certainly the preferred solution would be to stabilize and maintain 
the buildings and restore them to working order, taking care that they are 
not ·over-improved'" to the extent that atmosphere t~ lo~t. Wlth public en
thusiasm behind the proJect, there Is little doubt that the site could be well 
fitted out to a chosen period: 1850's (difficult, and limiting In the artifacts 
which could be shown); late nineteenth centu-y (has the attraction of being 
over a centll"Y old, can Include much of the new Victorian gadgetry); pre 
World-War 1 (still pre-electric, could use most of artifacts now there, old 
enough to have antiquarian Interest); or 1930's (easiest to f\l'T\lsh, o1der 

" visitors can show grandchildren how they lived, too recent to have maximum 
antIquartan appeaI). 
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Only you and the people of Deep River can assess whether the volun
tary time and money are available to run the site in this way. It means ei
ther a considerable operatjng budget, or a long-term commitment of volun
tary time and erfrort which In Itself takes time to organize. Unless there ts 
reasonable conftdence In such a 1ong-term commmitment. you may wIst) to 
constder my second alternatIve: turning the site to private enterprtse ooder 
detatJed controls for accomodatlon and hospitality. The use of historic 
properties for commercial purposes, especially meals and accomodatlon, Is 
well established in Europe and North America; this kind of Income has been 
responsible for saving many an historiC site which otherwise would have 
been lost. However small the profit (the Town and/or AECL would have to 
provide incentives to attract an Investor), It would be a useful commmooity 
amenity and a magnet for regional tcxrlsm. 

I look forward to hearing how plans work out. 

You aSKed me to note the distance I recorded on the trip: 460 km. 

AI1 the best. 

Yours sincerely, 




Atomic Energy L'~nergie Atomique ChIIk AMr, an..10 
of Canada Limited du Canada, Umi* CaNda KOJ tJO 

TIIIphone: '13-584-3311
A....rch Company Soci~ de Allcherche T.....: 053-34556 
o.lIk River laboratoirn Nue....... CalM Addrna: "MOTA" 
Nude. llbofatories cit C"lIk River Telecopier: '13-~2039 

Word Proceaor 0.11 link: 813-~2218 

ADMINISTRATION & INFORMATION SERVICES DIVISION 


Personnel Services Branch 	 1987 August 5 

Mr. Neil Williamson 
Director, Economic Development 
Corporation of the Town of Deep River 
P.O. Box 400 
DEEP RIVER, Ontario 
KOJ IPO 

Dear Neil: 

This is in response to queries made to AECL at the July 9 meeting of the 
Ferguson's Stopping Place Committee. 

We considered your proposal to remove the rocks and stones to the left of the 
buildings, and it was felt that the character of the heritage site would be 
altered if this were done. We would prefer that they remain in their present 
location. 

AECL has a comprehensive general liability insurance program which protects it 
against claims for injuries sustained by visitors attending the King's Farm 
site. This policy, however, does not extend coverage to the Town of Deep 
River or any other organization involved in the operation of tourist 
activities carried on at the site. The Town of Deep River may want to 
consider obtaining insurance coverage or assuming the risk by self-insuring. 
In the interim, I strongly recommend that tourists not enter any of the older 
buildings to minimize the potential for injuries. 

Finally, I have discussed the issue of leasing with senior management. As I 
indicated at the meeting, the Company's first interest is in selling the 
property. However, the Company is prepared to lease the site to the Town of 
Deep River to the end of the 1988 calendar year, after which time the property 
will be publically offered for sale should the Town decide not to purchase it 
by that time. I am arranging for our legal counsel to draw up a lease 
agreement, outlining its terms and conditions and an appropriate fee. We can 
discuss this further with you when it is completed. 

In the meantime, I hope I have satisfactorily addressed your questions. 

RWC:sd 	 R.W. Christie 
Manager 

c: P.J. Harvey 
R. Booth 
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CONTENTS REMOVED FROM KING'S FARM 

AND PUT INTO DEEP RIVER TOWN VAULT 


From Neil Burn - 1989 


1. April 19, 1930 	 Easter Card to John King from Rita 

2. January 17, 1918 	 Military Exemption Card - John King 

3. October 9, 1947 	 Hydro Easement - George VI - John King 

4. December 1967 	 Christmas Card to John King from Clara 

5. November 18, 1930 	 Letter to John King from Mother 

6. October 17 	 Letter to John King from Mother 

7. June 22, 1927 	 Letter, p.l., to John King 

8. 	 March 18, 1927 Letter to John King from Department 
Northern Development 

9. 	 July 25, 1945 Letter to John King from Department of 
Lands and Forests - patent for land 

10. 	 Unused postcards from Saskatchewan 

11. 	 Stencil - John King (2) 

12. 	 Picture of unknown young woman (possibly Clara?) - dated 
Christmas 1922. 

13. 	 Empty leather wallet 

14. 	 September 1943 Statement of Account - General Trusts 
Corp. - George Thomas, Admin. 

15. 	 Certification of Protection (Military Service Act, 1917) for 
Jas. E. E. King. 

16. October 8, 1923 	 Letter to John King from Clara 

17 . 	 Apr i1 12, 1930 - The Royal Bank of Canada, Account .KZ19 
November 30, 1943 

18. 	 Black leather billfold type case 

19. July 21, 1927 	 Note to John King from Mildred 

20. Christmas, 1919 	 Christmas Card to (John King?) from Irene 
W. Sheppard, Oxbow, Sask. 



21. 	 Orange Lodge Ceremony Book, published 1873 

22. 	 Christmas card, unknown date from Rita 

23. 	 Christmas card, unknown date, from Mary & Lorne 

24. 	 Unused postcard, to Mr. J. Steward, never sent (from Saskatoon 
- Devils Gap, Lake of the Woods) 

25. 	 March 2, 1933 Letter to John King from Dominion Life 
Assurance Co. 

26. 	 September 7, 1923 Postcard to John King (signature
illegible) 

27. 	 November 5, 1924 Dance Card - L.O.L. Chalk River 636 
(Dance .4 with Clara Allen) 

28. 	 Unused postcard, Drinkle B1g., Saskatoon 

29. 	 Book: 'The Rise and Progress of Religion in the Soul' 
published in 1853, owned by John Ferguson, date March 10, 1970 

30. 	 1917 Diary - Mostly notes and hours of work 

31. 	 Picture of Effie Bull 

32. 	 Wooden medicine container contains 7 brown pills
prescribed to John King by Dr. Brennan) 

33. 	 Two unused postcards from Saskatoon: 
- traffic bridge 1913, university residence 

34. 	 Envelope addressed to North Bay Lodge, No. 271; also one half 
of a letter (to May) newspaper article (a poem); 

Christmas tag. 

35. 	 1958 Old bi lls and receipts 

36. 	 1959 Old bi 11s and receipts 

37. 	 1960 Old bi l1s and receipts 

38. 	 1961 Old bills and receipts 

39. 	 1962 Old bills and receipts 

40. 	 1963 Old bi 11s and receipts 

41-	 February 6, 1981 Letter to John King from Corporation of 
Deep River - sale of forced road 

42. 	 1953 Receipts from Oddfel1ows dues 



43. 	 May 23, 1962 Receipt from Frank Nighbor & Son, General 
Insurance 

44. 	 Poem - "If Brother Jack Were Here" 

45. 	 Flyer from Hotel Chalk River 

46. 	 Expense Book: 'Grading and Gravel' 

41. 	 Handwritten bill from W. H. Sullivan (no date) 

48. 	 Miscellaneous accounts and calculation 

49. 	 Seeds - in large bag addressed to Clarence McParland 

50. 	 Blank cheques from Provincial Bank of Canada 

51. 	 Christmas card never sent "The road from Red Stone Lake" 

52. 	 1964 Receipts and bi 11s 

53. 	 1965 Receipts and bi 11s 

54. 	 1966 Receipts and bi 11s 

55. 	 1961 Receipts and bills 

56. 	 Christmas card to John King from Clara with short note 

51. 	 Driver's Licence, expiry date 65-09-15, also safe driving 
certificate 

58. 	 November 22, 1966 
and John King 

59. 	 August 5, 1945 
1960 

60. 	 December 19, 1946 

Trapping Agreement between Charles Baker 

Receipt books 

Christmas card to John King from Nighbors 

61. 	 Three Christmas cards never sent (one addressed to Parne1 
McCarthy) 

62. 	 Directions from Seed Drill and Cultivator 

63. 	 Tax Assessments 1966, 1961, 1968, 1969 

64. 	 January 20, 1953 Letter to John King from Edna Shirley
(Toronto) 

65. 	 Deep River zoning by-law 



66. 	 February 15, 1954 to John King from Provincial Bank 
of Canada 

67. 	 Receipt for birth certifcate 

68. 	 April 17, 1961 Envelope from Mary E. Ross 

69. 	 Recipe for some kind of medicinal compound 

70. 	 Hotel Alcazar, Vancouver, never sent, from J. Peever 

71. 	 Notebooks; two large (one black, one red), four small 
(large red used as receipt book) 

72. 	 1965 Church offering envelopes 

73. 	 1965-1966 Algonquin Lodge Calendar and list of committees, 
membership card 

74. 	 Christmas seals, Renfrew County Tuberculosis Assoc. 

75. 	 Three newspaper articles, two about John King 

76. 	 Pamphlet on horses (Percherons) 

77. 	 Envelope from G. A. Nordling, San Mateo, Cal. 

78. 	 September 25, 1947 Expropriation document 
(power transmission lines) 

79. 	 WWII Canadian War Orders and Regulations 

80. 	 1947 Farmers Income Tax Guide and Account Book 

81. 	 1943 Delivery Ticket Book 

82. 	 Package of Linen, "Private Property" signs 

83. 1947 

84. 1948 

85. 1949 

86. 1950 

87. 1951 

88. 1952 

89. 1953 

90. 1954 

Christmas card from Frank and Ann Nighbor 

Receipts and bills 

Receipts and bills 

Receipts and bills 

Receipts and bills 

Receipts and bills 

Receipts and bills 

Receipts and bills 



-------

91. 	 1955 Receipts and bills 

92. 	 1956 Receipts and bills 

93. 	 1957 Receipts and bills 

94. 	 Part of an envelope from A Peever, Moosejaw, Saskatchewan 
Picture of ladies softball, CPR 1946-47 
Postcard from Mirror Lake to John King from John Peever 
Renfrew County Centennial Dinner, 1961 (ticket) 
Chalk River Hotel advertisement card, including poem "Well" 
Provincial Bank of Canada, June 14, 1955, Statement of Account 
($4,230.39) 
Emergency phone numbers 
$.02 postage stamp 
IGA food stamps 
Club Tobacco markers 
Mechanical sealing type tag 

94. 	 Christmas cards, never used (3) 
1965 	 Cal endar (notebook type) property of James J. 0; 11 on 

(Kil1aloe) 

I1t c<Vj 

1t~!2k/ 
llC /fe
(7~ /


z;t;,t./-,.;(,,,> 

http:4,230.39


Volume 1, no. 2 A newsletter for the Friends ofFerguson's Stopping Place Spring 1993 

Phase One underway 

Proposal presented to Deep River Council 
On April 21, 1993, Kathy Amunds, 
presidentof the Friends of Ferguson's, 
told the Deep River Town Council 
that we are committed to preserving 
the heritage of King's Farm for future 
generations. 

The executive of the Friends 
drew up a proposal to the Town 
regarding the future of King's Farm, 
which calls for a joint operation of the 
Stopping Place, with the Town 
accepting ownership and the Friends 
administering and developing the site. 

Acquire the site 
Kathy stressed that the Town 

is not being asked to purchase the 
property. The Friends approached 
AECL to request that the company, in 

. a gesture of concern and support for 
the preservation of local heritage, 
deed King's Farm to the Town of Deep 
River. H AECL is unable to donate the 
property, the Friends will consider 
alternative ways of acquiring the site, 
with the intention of deeding it to the 
Town. 

Benefits of having the Town 
of Deep River own the property are 
many. The public will have access to 
the Farm in perpetuity; grants for 
restoration, or for establishing a 

museum are more readily available to 
heritage sites owned by a 
municipality or regional government 

The proposal asked the Town 
to agree in principle to own the Farm 
once the Friends have acquired it and 
to negotiate an agreement with the 
Friends over administration of the 
site, opera ting funds, and 
improvements to access and parking. 

Benefits to Deep River 
Benefits to the Town include 

the opportunity for children and 
adults to learn about log buildings, 
period farming, settlement logging: in 
short, the very early history of an area 
that is also a part of the history of 
nuclear energy. 

With an increased usage of 
the Farm woula come an increase in 
visitors and tourists to the area. 

Mayor Lyall Smith promised 
a quick reply to the proposal, saying 
that he would ask the Economic 
Development Committee to look at it 
and recommend action. 

Start of Phase I 
The presentation marked the 

first step in Phase I of the 
development strategy. 

Many members of the Friends 
of Ferguson's Stopping Place Inc. 
attended the brief presentation, 
showing the support and concern of 
local residents. 

Copies of the proposal are 
available from Kathy Amunds, phone 
584-4239. 

Acceptance in principle 
On May 4, your executive met 

with the Economic Development 
Committee to discuss the proposal. 
As a result of the meeting, the 
Committee advised Deep River 
Council to agree in principle to the 
proposal. 

At the May 5 meeting , 
Council approved a resolution that 
supports the efforts to perserve and 
improve the site. Council stated that 
this support was not to be construed 
as agreement to assume ownership of 
the site, at this time. Liability, fire 
protection and other concerns will 
have to be discussed before any final 
position is taken by the town. 

In the meantime, the 
executive of the Friends of Ferguson's 
Stopping Place have written to AECL 
management to ask that the site be 
deeded to the Town. 

Be sure to attend the 1993 Annual General 

Meeting, June 7 at 7 p.m. in Childs Auditorium 


---~-~----...................... -_ ............................................. -~---~ -~---
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John King, at home In the kitchen of the Main House. 

photo courtesy of AECL Research 


Members urged to attend 
Annual General Meeting 

The 1993 Annual General Meeting of 
the Frien~Fern's Inc. will 
take place 171993 in Childs 
Auditori , Mackenzie High School, 
at tP?m. The guest speaker will be 
Ms. Aileen Merriam 

The executive is proposing a 
new membership renewal pIan. 
Memberships will be renewed yearly, 
in May. Anyone who bought a 
membership since September 1992 
will be considered to hold a fully 
valid 1993 membership. Alex Frew, 
the membership committee 
chairperson, will ask that those 
whose memberships date from May 
1992 to August 1992 please renew at 
the AGM. Annual memberships are 
still $20, lifetime memberships are 
$250. 

Election of officers for 1993 
will take place. Nominations from 
the floor will be welcomed, however, 
a full slate of officers has agreed to 
stand for another year. 

Members are urged to attend. 
Anyone interested in the effort to 
preserve and develop the King's Farm 
site is welcome. 

There will be refreshments 
and a silver collection will be taken. 

AGM Guest Speaker 
Old Log Farm Developer 

The Friends of Ferguson's Stopping 
Piace and their guests will be treated 
to a very special presentation at their 
Annual General Meetin at Childs 
Auditorium. 

Aileen Merriam, former 
Director of National Outreach, as well 
as former Director of Visitor and 
Heritage Services with Ottawa's 
National Capital Commission will be 
coming to speak to the Friends about 
her interesting experience with a site 
similar to King's farm. 

In 1971, Aileen began and 
long and fruitful involvement with a 
project called the "Old Log Farm" in 
the Nepean area of the Greenbelt. 
From inception, through develop
ment, to operation as a full working 

pioneer farm of the Ottawa Valley, 
Aileen created one of the most 
popular public heritage programs in 
the National Capital area. 

The Old Log Farm is visited 
by thousands of families and children 
annually who enjoy its seasonal 
programs such as maple syrup 
production, harvest events and other 
demonstrations of valley pioneer 
activities, crafts and skills. 

Today, the Old Log Farm is 
owned and operated by a volunteer, 
non-profit heritage organization called 
The Old Log Farm Society. 

Aileen is an enthusiastic 
interpretation, heritage and environ
mental specialist with many years of 
fascinating experience in the Ottawa 
Valley and elsewhere. Her insights 
and stories, highlighted by slides, 
should make for an entertaining 
evening. 

The meeting and presentation 
is open to everyone with an interest in 
valley history and heritage. Come out 
and support Ferguson's Stopping 
Place, June 7 at 7 p.m. in Childs 
Auditorium, Mackenzie High School. 

__ ......NG"?·. 

Projects in Progress 
There are three projects already well 
begun in the development strategy for 
the Stopping Place. 

A booklet in a series Renfrew 
County Reminiscences, being 
published by the Council on Aging for 
Renfrew County with funding from 
the Ministry of Health, Ontario is 
titled ''Remembering King's Farm" and 
includeds interviews with a number 
of John King's friends and relations 
who live in the area. Kathy Amunds 
did the interviews and Pat Smith 
edited some of the stories into the first 
of what is hoped to be a number of 
volumes. 

A group of Deep River and 
area quilters are making a pictorial 
quilt about Ferguson's Stopping Place. 
There may be an opportunity at the 
AGM to see the quilt in progress. 

Also in the works are plans 
for another "Day at King's Farm" for 
the Summerfest weekend, August 2. 

Anyone who would like to 
help with any of the these projects is 
asked to call Kathy Amunds. 



------

WELCOME TO A DAYAT KING'S FARM! 

Welcome once again to an exciting Day at King1s Farml The historic property of Fergusons' 
Stopping Place, a/so known to local people as King1s Farm, is open for visitors to learn about the 
history of the site and its links to Ottawa Valley heritage. This year we are asking $1 for admittance 
to help us defray the cost of running the event. Locate on Highway 17 east at the Deep River sign. 

Visit Heritage Buildings 
Volunteers from the Friends of 

Ferguson's Stopping Place" will be stationed 
around the site all day showing the main 
features of the farm and giving you some 
background history at the . same time. They 
will also be delighted to listen to any stories 
and information that visitors may want to 
pass along about the site or local history. 

If you would like to learn more about 
the farm project and the Friends, please visit 
their table near the" craft tents. 
Memberships are for sale there as well as 
souvenir buttons, hasti-notes, collector plates 
depicting King's Farm and our newly 
published collection of rem):niscences about 
JOM King and the farm. 

Craft Sales 
To your left as you enter from the 
highway are craft booths in the tents 
which will be open from 11 am until 4 
pm. Find a bargain, find a treasure, in 
this festive heritage setting! 

@;@!Ml@~ @ [TI)@] ~ [TI)~@uiJ'@ ~ [TI)!Ml@ [TI)~ 


Various special activities for kids and adults alike 

will take place during the day: 


• Face painting, bobbing for apples, 
watermelom seed spitting contest, quilting 
demonstration - various times during day 
• Tours -11 am to 4 pm 
~ Stilt walking, croquet - 11 am to 4 pm 
• Horseshoes - various times 

What's a visit to the farm without real horses and a hayride! From opening time at 
11 until 4 pm you can pile the family on an old-fashioned wagon drawn by horses and 
tour some ofthe old farm property. Included in the price ofadmission. 

All for a looney each! A Day at King's Farm. Enjoy your stay! 
"A Day At King's Farm" is sponsored and organized by the. Friends of Ferguson's Stopping Place. whose goal is to raise 
awareness and support for the acquisition and maintenance of King's Farm. Become a member! Only $20 per year. 
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The King's Farm Heritage Quilt 


Ferguson's Stopping Place: From hotel to heritage site 

King's Farm, still a prominent landmark on the highway through Deep River, was originally a 
backwoods hotel and stable known as Ferguson's Stopping Place. The Pembroke-Mattawa Road - parts of 
which are now Trans-Canada Highway 17- was busy even in the late 1800's, with farmers and lumber camp 
suppliers travelling the rough roadway which wound up the valley, following the Ottawa River. "Stopping 
Places" along the route offered weary travellers shelter and home cooking for cheap rates. 

Ferguson's Stopping Place was one of several along the old road, and is one of the last to survive in 
good condition to this day. John and Rachel Dowler originally settled the land prior to 1876. They ran a hotel 
for the men and horses of the lumber trade. When Presbyterian John Ferguson bought the place in 1885 it 
beca.Ine a"dry"'hoter with not a drop of liquor sold. 

The stopping place flourished until the 1920's when improved roads and motor cars made such places 
obsolete. John King took over the property from his uncle George Ferguson in 1930. He operated a mixed 
farm which continued to supply the lumber trade up the Dumoine River. 

John King became a local fixture, well known for his knowledge of area history. Although he died in 
1981, the site continues to be known informally as "King's Fann". 

Inhabitants built several log structures on the property in the early years. The large house served as the 
hotel as well as residence for the owners, and still contains some original pieces of furniture. Barns were used 
for stabling horses overnight, and to store feed and equipment. As well there was a blacksmith shop, milk 
house and storage sheds. All of the outbuildings still contain a variety of old fann equipment. A modern 
bungalow which John King used in his later years now houses a regional tourist infonnation booth. 

In 1983, the property was designated as an historic site under the Ontario Heritage Act. Since then 
AECL, owner of the property since 1968, has tried to maintain the buildings in good condition. Local 
volunteers, through the Friends of Ferguson's Stopping Place, hope to operate the site as a community resource, 
a living reminder of our valley heritage. 

The King's Farm Heritage Quilt is a project of the Friends of Ferguson's Stopping Place, a 
non-profit, historical organization committed to preserving the heritage ofKing's Farm. It was inspired by 
an oral history, Remembering King's Farm, completed and published in }993 by the Friends as a 
Reminiscence Project supported by the Council on Aging for Renfrew County. The Friends also gratefully 
acknowledge the support ofthe Council on Aging for Renfrew County for the quilt project. 

King's Farm Heritage Quilt will be on display for the duration of the 1994 International Plowing 
Match in Pembroke. The quilt will continue to go on exhibit in various locations as part of the Friends' 
activities to promote the history and preservation of Kings Farm. Eventually, it is hoped it wilt find a 
permanent home on display in the new w.B. Lewis Public Library being built in Deep River. 

If you would like to know more about King's Farm or the Friends of Ferguson's Stopping Place, 
please write to the address following: 

Friends ofFerguson's Stopping Place, P.O. Box 1257, Deep River, Ontario. KOJ lPO. 



KEY TO KING'S FARM HERITAGE QUILT 


Overall quilt design by Jenny Ward 

1. 	Rolph, Buchanan Wylie and McKay 
Townships crest 
Artist: Edward Schultz, 1983 
Appliqued by: Maureen Bakewell 

Before the Town of Deep River was 
incorporated, King's Farm fell within Rolph, 
Buchanan, Wylie and McKay Townships where 
John King was a member of council for years. 

2. 	Woman cooking at stove. 
Artist: Betty Jones 
Appliqued by: Betty Jones. 

King's Farm was originally "Ferguson's Stopping 
Place" where horse teams pulling logging camp 
supplies were stabled overnight and the drivers 
fed and housed. 

3. 	 Man working garden plots. 
Artist: Margaret Watson 
Appliqued by: Margaret Watson 

For many years the Deep River Horticultural 
Society maintained and tended garden plots on 
the farm site. 

4. 	 Town of Deep River crest 
Artist: Lesley Raychuk, 1959 
Appliqued by: Vicki Landrigan 

The farm property now lies within the boundaries 
of the Town of Deep River. 

5. 	 Pump and farm animals. 
Artist: Jenny Ward 
Appliqued by: Claire Metcalfe 

The propert}' was operated as a mixed farming 
operation wIth livestock. The pump and stone 
trough still exists at King's Farm. 

6. 	 Horse team and sleigh. 
Artist: Pam Fowlie 
Appliqued by: Ann Lepp 

This quilt block depicts the horse teams which 
pulled the supplies into the logging camps. 

1. 	John King's car. 
Artist: Kersten Bjarbo (photo courtesy GM) 
Appliqued by: Voriko Imahori 

John King was enormously proud of his 1931 
Chevy coupe. 

8. 	 Horse and hay wagon. 

Artist: Marilyn Mercer 

Appliqued by: Danielle Brown 


Long-time residents still have fond memories of 
haying time at the farm. 

9. 	 King's Farm. 
Artist: Sheila Fletcher 
Appliquect by: Mary Goddard, Jenny Ward 

This quilt block depicts the many fine heritage 
buildings still standing on the farm property. 

10. Old White Pine. 

Artist: Jenny Ward 

Appliqued by: Catherine Bayley 

Embroidery by: Grace Tooley 


White pine was the reason for logging the 
OUawa Valley and a white pine of about 200 
years of age still stands on the farm. 
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11. Corn stalks and cauldron. 
Artist: Laura Hilts 
Appliqued by: Marie MacDot1aid 

It became a tradition to celebrate John King's 
birthday each year with a corn roast at the farm. 

12. Tugboat and log boom. 
Artist: Eileen Thurston 
Appliqued by: Colleen Payer 

Throughout the logging era and until quite 
recently, tugs would pull huge booms of logs 
down the Ottawa from the cutting areas. 

13. Tombstone and quote. 
Artist: Alun Jones 
Appliqued by: Joanne Hartnett 

John King's headstone is depicted ill this quilt 
block, along with the quote that summed up his 
philosophy of life. 

14.Atomic Energy of Canada cre~t. 
Artist: AECL, 1969 
Appliquect by: Lynne Dunn 

The farm property is presently ownf'd by Atomic 
Energy of Canada Limited. 

15. Selection of tools. 
Artist: Alistair Middleton 
Appliqued by: Marg Barks 

A wide variety of tools were used in logging, 
farming and blacksmithing at King's Farm and 
some still exist there. 

16. Man sitting in chair. 
Artist: Joanne Ward 
Appliqued by:Charmain Flanagan 

This quilt block depicts John King siUing in his 
living room at the farm. Note John's portrait on 
the wall and the free-hanging miniature quilt. 

11. Village of Chalk River crest. 
Artist: Katherine Oagg, 1961 
Appliqued by: Pat Irish 

John King had a long and close association with 
the village of Chalk River and had many friends 
there. 

Friends of Ferguson's Stopping Pl?:,~e, Inc. 

an organization dedicated to the presen ation of the 


heritage of King's Farm, 

c/o P,O, Box 1257, Deep River, Onl. KOJ JPO 
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Mav 26. 1989 2 Newton Crescent 

Dear Rose: 

Her: is the information for a Doster to explain the sale of Neil 

Burn"s sketches of King"s Farm/Ferguson Stopping Place. Please 

feel free to re-word as you see fit. The cards WIll be sold at a 

bake & book sale in the Credit Union lobby on June 29. and proba

bly at other events as well. 

Proceeds to raise money for 

1. expenses incurred in forming a Ferguson's Stopping Place 

corporation with charitable donation status 

2. future purchase of FSP. 

Thank you for your help. 

Sincerely. 

Ann Serdula 

584-4880 (office) 

584-2238 (home) 
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Ferguson's Stopping Place 
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Strong support for action 

Interim Operating Committee to be found\ 

Eighty people supported the prop Archie Robertson raised the point 
osal that action be taken to conserve that money would have to come from 
Ferguson's Stopping Place at a pu somewhere to continue to pay for 
blic meeting held in Childs Auditor FSP and wondered whether the local 
ium last Saturday. Neil Bum out artisans co-op would be interested in 
lined the work done by a group of relocating there. Marion Leckie of 
people brought together by a letter to From the Valley Artisan's Co-Op 
the editor in the March 1 issue of the said that they will support the pro
NRT. ject with time and energy. However 

A survey of those present was tak th e Co-Op will not move from its 
en with only two people indicating present location. It may consider ex
reservations about action and a stri pansion in the future. 

king committee was announced. This 

committee has met once already. Its 
 Gary Robson proposed FSP as an 
purpose is to set up an Interim Ope education facility where children
rating Committee who will begin could stay for three days participat
work in May, defining the action to ing in farm life, learning their heri
be taken to conserve Ferguson's tage by experience. Catherine Dal
Stopping Place and a practical plan, rymple cautioned against emphasiz
with a timetable of achieving it. Neil Bum ing farming instead of concentrating 

on the history as a logging industry Neil shared his vision ofth-e future 
stopping place. for the stopping place. It is unlikely 

possibilities. Ferguson's Stopping In discussion why council had dethat, whatever is done with the five 
Place would be the focus of further cided not to purchase FSP, coupcillor aere site and 10 buildings along the 
development. "The reason I say this Ron Booth replied that one reason highway (that are being sold), the 
is that I have seen it done other was because council did not get this site will pay for itself. On a recent 

trip to England Neil visited two places with dedicated people and kind of public support before. Then, a 
places where an expanded range of hard work - no one should convince town council cannot operate a busi

themselves that it will be easy," he ness enterprise on its own. Also ifactivities such as artisans demon
said. FSP were run at a loss then Deep strations and sales, and restaurants 

River council could not afford the and pubs, generated income. Questions were raised about theHe further suggested a Deep River drain on tax dollars. When ques
School of Fine Arts where people price AECL wants for FSP and tioned about municipal taxes, Booth 

AECL's intention for the rest of the suggested that a viable corporation could come to learn crafts and enjoy 
property. Neither is known yet but it could apply to town council for con

area facilities, a conference centre is understood that the rest is not up sideration of a town grant in lieu of 
and a summer camp for children as for sale. taxes. 

1



Ferguson's supporters to plan future 

byMiriamBarry P8112ot2 Apri/ 1J./19R'J 

I 

The future of Ferguson's Stopping 
Place will be discussed at the public 
meeting this Saturday morning in 
Mackenzie High School auditorium. 
A proposal will be presented on how 
to make it into a living, working re
creation of a stopping place and the 
organization necessary to do that. 

\.. thA couple would be hired to live in 
e newer bungalow (in modem com

fort). Some animals would be bought: 
horses to plough and pull wagons, 
cows to graze and be milked, pigs to 
be fed and chickens so eggs could be 
gathered. The garden would be dug 
and used either to grow vegetables of 
the stopping-place era or to grow 
herbs which could be sold. Gradually 
the various buildings could be res
tored and put into action - the milk 
parlour, the blacksmithy, the imple
ment shed. Each one would be open 
to demonstrate another aspect of 
farming. 

There were three fields back in the 
farm lands. With permission t.hese 
could be cleared again and sown with 
mixed crops for good husbandry and 
to demonstrate various farm ma
chinery at different times of the 
year. 

A different farm activity would be 
featured each month like cultivation 
and planting in spring, haying and 
~ay rides in summer and harvesting 
10 the fall as special interest activi
ties for visitors. Arrangements could 
be made for school groups to partici
pate and learn how people did things 
before electricity and machinery 
came. Admission would be charged 
for farm visits. 

Rod Gutzman was raised next to 
Ferguson's Stopping Place and John 
King, the last owner, was his god
father. Gutzman remembers well 
helping King around the farm using 
his tools and equipment. Several ye
ars ago Gutzman drew up a similar 
proposal to bring the farm back to 
life and preserve history but he was 
unable to generate support from area 
politicians or AECL. 

A complementary business on the 
site like a building leased as a tourist 
booth, an artisan's building for 
courses and sales or a restaurant 
would also bring in visitors and in
come. 

Bow it will be done the Interim Operating Committee 
At the meeting'on Saturday, a for its expected life of six months. 

Striking Committee of three will be Other people will be contacted to find 
announced, one of whom will conti out their interest in serving on com
nue to serve on the Interim Operat mittees. 

ing Committee. The Striking Com

mittee will find six people to serve on continued on page 4 
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The Interim Operating 
Committee will set up a 
plan for development of 
Ferguson's Stopping Place ... 
They will define the pur
pose of a public corporation 
and conduct other activities 
necessary to keep FSP vi
able and see the corpora
tion into being. They will 
hold a fundraising cam
paign in June to meet inter
im expenses, to publicize 
FSP and raise community 
support for it. 

The new corporation will 
apply for charitable status 
under Revenue Canada. It 
will set up a five to 10 year 
plan of development com
plete with financing and 
reasonable set goals. These 
may include other activites 
like a summer arts festival 
or year round courses in 
science, arts or outdoor ac
tivities. 

Financing will have to be 
planned carefully. The fun
draising in June should 
raise enough to pay for in
corporation and some run
ning expenses. Once the 
corporation exists and has 
charitable status it will de
cide whether to sell shares 
or memberships in differ
ent categories. Government 
grants will be applied for. A 
mlijor fundraising cam
paign will be organized. 
Corporations, particularly 
those with a link to logging 
and stopping places, and 
Mackenzie graduates will 
be approached for contribu
tions. 

'rhe Historical Society of 

Rolph, Buchanan, Wylie 
and McKay has set a stand
ard to follow. There people 
worked hard for a couple of 
years, successfully planned 
and raised funds to the 
point wh~re the grand op
ening of their own museum 
in the schoolhouse at Meil
leur's Bay will be held this 
May. Ferguson's Stopping 
Place could become a sec
ond, different attraction if 
enough support is shown 
this Saturday. 
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-Several people care 

Public meeting to be held 

\, 

on Ferguson's Stopping Place 
" 

Part 1 of2 

A public meeting will be held on 
Saturday, April 15 in Mackenzie 
High School auditorium at 10:30 am 
for everyone in the area who is inter
ested in seeing King's Farml 
Ferguson's Stopping Place preserved 
as place for the public to visit. 

Neil Bum wrote a letter to the edi
tor of the North Renfrew Times in 
the March 1 issue in which he asked 
for people who cared about King's 
Farm to contact him. Several did. On 
Monday, March 20 he invited people 
to his home to discuss what could be 
done. All this when Neil is in the fi
nal stages of moving permanently 
away from the community! 

This group has decided to hold a 
public meeting in order to gauge the 
support in this area for such a pro
ject. To their delight, with phone 
calls and conversations the over
whelming answer has been "go for 
it". There have been sorp.e doubts 
raised too and the group is working 
on gathering factual information to 
make the meeting a productive one. 

The background concern is that if 
AECL sells the property to a private 
individual the heritage of the site 
and public access to it cannot be 
guaranteed. There have been too 
many violations ofheritage sites and 
little recourse available to be confi
dent about King's Farm. 

Kings Farm or Ferguson's Stop
ping Place? The property was owned 
by the Fergusons, father and sons 
from 1850 to 1930 particularly dur
ing its heyday a,&.a stopping place for 
the logging indti8try. It was sold to 
John King by his uncle in 1930. 
Many local residents knew John 
King personally until his death in 
1978. However if the heritage of the 
site is in its use as a stopping place 

then that should rightly be the name 
used at this time. 

Two consultants visited Fergu
son's Stopping prace in 1987. Both 
were enthusiastic about its preserva· 
tion. Richard O'Byrne ofMerrick ville 
calls it a 'unique resource', a complex 
of farm buildings that display farm 
life prior to electrification and trac
tors. This complex could explore the 
human values associated with this 
period of time. 

R.AJ.Phillips of Cantley, Quebec 
said that the buildings were in rem
arkable condition for their age and 
are well worth preserving. "To allow 
them to deteriorate or be destroyed 
would be a terrible loss to our heri
tage in a region where easily accessi
ble examples of nineteenth century 
structures are uncommon." 

How the preservation can be done 
without being a burden on the tax
payers is one question. A non-profit 
corporation which sells member
ships in different categories or 
shares is one answer. Such a corpor
ation can access federal and provin
cial funding. Corporate sponsorships 
can be sought, particularly those 
who have a connection with the past, 
like logging companies. Three 'prodi
gal sons', young people who grew up 
here and have left the area have al
ready indicated their support. With a 
file of past Mackenzie graduates be
ing compiled, they could be can
vas sed for financial support. 

How to keep the project viable is 

leased as a permanent tourist booth. 
One is needed in this part of the 
county and would cost $30,000 
$40,000 to build. Another possibility 
is leasing the old home, the largest 
building on the site as a period res
taurant or as an artisan's craft shop. 
All these ideas would keep the place 
open year-round. 

A non-profit corporation with a 
good executive board would be 
needed to guide the development 
through it various stages. Yet why 
not consider Ferguson's Stopping 
Place as only one of its activities? 

Neil Bum is moving to Chemai
nus, B.C., a town with many paral
lels to Deep River. It was a one in
dustry town when the lumber mill 
shut down eight years ago. In looking 
for alternatives for survival. one man 
Karl Schultz mortgaged his hQUSe to 
raise money to hire three m~ ar
tisits to come to town. He askicltftem 
to paint the native apd lOgging Mater 
ry of the town on walls similar to an 
idea he saw in Romania. There is 
now a collection of24 murals all over 
town and last year 300,000 visitors 
spent $27 mil1ion there. The next 
project is an Artisan'. Village, a $40 
million complex including a hotel 
and workshops where visiors can 
watch artists, sculputres and ·craftt· 
men at work. 

Another letter to the editor on 
March 1 was an appeal from PeRf 
Askey askin~ what can. be done to 

another-question. J£~the farm was-~ help Peep RiVll'~. ihe..li.t&.tall;t)t3.
be brought to life as a pioneer fann _cs'k:fH's,-fadlttAl~ddp'reSetlt-acttritet 
with old implements and animals, it 
could not pay its way with visitors, 
school visits, etc. Other complemen
tary uses of the site could include 
renovating one of the buildings to be 

already goihg. feitut.j)s a corporation 
cou,ld pull all me ~bilites togeth
er l,nto one. organizeA ~ort, Fergu
son s Stoppmg P1a~ bemg the first 
step and all supporting each other. 



Letters 


"Who Cares?" was the title ofMB's 
editorial on the sale of King's Farm 
in the Feb 15, 1989 edition of the 
NRT. A front page article in the same 
edition gave more detail on the im
pending sale of King's Farm as well 
as some of the farm's historical back
ground. As former chairman of the 
Local Architectural Conservation 
Advisory Committee (the group that 
was involved in having King's Farm 
designated under the Ontario Heri
tage Act) I am keenly interested in 
seeing the farm be preserved. No one 
should delude themselves by think-

Who Cares? ~g;J 
King's Farm, or Ferguson's Stopping Place, is to be sold 

by Atomic Energy of Canada Limited in 1989. The group 
of 10 buildings are a good example of a 'stopping place' 
used by travellers and especially the logging industry 
from 1854 to 1920. 

The property is within the present limits of the town of 
Deep River. In 1984 the town passed a by-law designat
ing King's Farm as a Heritage Site under the Ontario 
Heritage Act. This designation becomes an easement att
ached to the registered deed of the property. Technically 
the owners must abide by the easement unless the muni
cipality rescinds it. 

Elsewhere in the province it has been seen that there is 
no definite protection for Heritage Sites. There are pen
alties under the Ontario Heritage Act but owners have 
not been deterred from making changes. 

At King's Farm the log buildings themselves are of 
interest to collectors. If the property is to be safeguarded 
the only way is to buy it. 

Are there enough people in this area who care - who 
will initiate action, perhaps through the Local Architec
tural Conservation Advisory Committee, to preserve 
King's Farm for the future? 

MB 

ing that the process of designation is 
sacrosanct. Just a few years ago. 
even though the Royal Mint build
ings in Ottawa had been designated 
and even though Ottawa has a very 
active heritage grouP. the buildings 
were halftorn down before the demo
lition could be stopped; happily, the 
buildings have now been restored to 
their original condition. 

On the local scene, one entrepre
neur has already eyed King's Farm 
with a view to removing some of the 
buildings to a "more appropriate 
site". If the whole two hundred and 
twenty acres of the King's Farm pro
perty (which extends down to the Ot
tawa River) were to be sold, there is 
... ') guarantee that a new owner 

:mld look kindly on having several 
lometers of Cross-Country Ski and 
lowmobile trails criss-crossing the 
'Operty, or having hordes of blueb
ry pickers in the summer. It is not 
st people interested in local heri
ge who should be concerned about 
e sale of King's Farm. 
The Town is both unwilling and 
lable to buy King's Farm. One alt
native is for a private group to buy 
e property, if only to ensure that 
9 buildings are preserved on their 
ginal site. Money raised privately 
1 be matched by Provincial and 
deral grants. Even though I will 
In be leaving Deep River, I am 
ling to help form such a group. To 
urn to the title of MB's editorial 
bo Cares?". Judging by the lack of 
'ponse in last week's NRT, appar
~ly no one cares (except perhaps 
,auncey). If you care, call me at 
4-4684. 

Neil Burn 
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Feb, I~)lq~

King's Farm 

to be sold 


King's Farm is to be sold by At ed sites before and apologized af
omic Energy of Canada Limited, ter, yet it has been too late to rem
according to a letter sent to Mayor edy the situation" says NeiJ Bum, 
Lyall Smith from Bob Christie, the retiring chairman of the Local 
Manager of the Administration Architectural Conservation Advi
and Services Division. sory Committee. 

"It is our hope that under new "We need a group of concerned 
ownership, it will continue to at citizens who wi)) buy it to save it. I 
tract tourists and become an inte am prepared to put $100 into such 
gral part of expanding tourism in a fund." There is a possibility that 
this part of the valley." matching grants would be avail

It is not clear how this wi]] hap able for such a purchase. 
pen. In 1984 the town of Deep Riv The Town of Deep River decided 
er passed a by-law designating not to buy the property in 1988 
King's Farm as a Heritage Site. It because of the maintenance. Dol
should mean that the next owner lar figures on the price of the pro
will maintain the historical aspect perty are not available at the mo
of the property, but this is not a ment. 
positive guarantee. continued on page 4 

"People have changed designat

• 




"A Vision for Ferguson's" - our strategic plan 

Although the turnout was small, the ideas site. This plan will state our Mission and 
came thick and fast at the vision workshop Vision for the site, and then say how we are 
held by the Friends on September 23. After going to accomplish that vision. 
that meeting the The following 
executive reviewed ,...--------------------, statements are from 
what the members MISSION STATEMENT the draft plan. If 
said they would like you have any 
to happen at King's liThe Friends of Ferguson's Stopping Place are suggestions for 
Farm in the future. committed to preserving the heritage of King's changes, please 
Now we are writing Farm (formerly Ferguson's Stopping Place) for contact the Vice-
a draft Strategic Plan future generations and to providing a faciiity President, Robert 
to guide us in which will be a useful cultural, recreational and Ashley, or any 
negotia ting for, economic resource for the community of Deep other member of 
helping acquire and River and surrounding areas." the executive. We 
developing King's welcome your
Farm as a heritage 1.....-________________---1 comments. 

THE VISION OF 

THE FRIENDS OF FERGUSONS' STOPPING PLACE 


"The Friends of Ferguson's Stopping Place hope for a future in which the three and 
one half acre building enclave of King's Farm is owned by the appropriate municipal or 
provincial government and operated under an agreement by the Friends. The Friends 
would raise funds and generate revenue for the operation of the site. The historic 
buildings would be preserved and renovated to some degree to allow visitor touring, 
especially the main house. Artifacts associated with the site would be on display; the 
tourism informationfunction would be maintained in the new building; there would be a 
sales shop or other commercial operation by the Friends located in the new building; 
there would be year-round links to trails (walking, skiing, snowmobiling); and special 
events would be hosted at the site by the Friends." (Continued over page) 
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What does the vision really mean? (cont-Jrompg.l) 

. 	The vision statement does not 

preclude other sr;-ecific interests and 
ambitions of the members of the 
Friends of Ferguson's Stopping 
Place. Also, it should not be 
construed as a hard and fast 
strategy for the future. This vision 
is intended only to guide the 
Friends through the next steps in 
producing a strategic plan for 
acquiring and developing the site. 
Following are examples of some of 
the other considerations which will 
be examined in the course of the 
next stages of planning: 

1. While preserving and 
restoring the buildings for a 
heritage centre, museum or other 
concept, it is likely that the site will 
show examples from the 1870's, 
early 1900's, 1950's and today. The 
story which the site will tell 
through exhibits, artifacts, tours, 
events, publications, special 

demonstrations and other programs 
will be the whole story of the area 
from 1876 until the present, 
including the story of AECL and 
the Town of Deep River. 

2. The program concepts for 
the site may include some elements 
of a working farm, such as 
demonstrations of farming activity 
and even the presence of livestock 
under certain circumstances. It 
cannot be restored to a full, 
working farm because it is our 
understanding that AECL must 
retain the back fields and acreage 
for a legally required exclusion 
area 

3. Partnerships are important 
to the Friends, and businesses, 
clubs and organizations who share 
complimentary objectives or needs 
which we can help meet without 
compromising the integrity of the 
site, will be encouraged to 

participate. 
4. The Friends realize that the 

vision implies an expanded role and 
long-term commitments for them. 

5. The Friends realize that 
short and long-term costs of 
development, operation and 
maintenance are a major concern 
and the strategy should attempt to 
mitigate these impacts. 

(More) volunteers needed 

If you have an interest in artifacts 
and archaeology, we need help in a 
critical project to assess the 
collection at King's Farm. A 
photographer and someone skilled 
in the use of a video camera would 
be appreciated, but the only thing 
you really need is a willingness to 
learn about describing collections. 
Call Rob Ashley at 584-1378. 

We need your help to save Fergusoll'sStopping PI~ce (King's Fa;m). Let'ssh~~e\leryone. 
thlltwe care what happens to King's Farm and our local heritage. ThereJsarolefor 
everyone>/ We need volunteers with special skills in areas such as woodworking, . 

. ' ..esearch,111 'horticulture, or just general volunteers. Or just!end usyourmorarsupport! 

Buyyour199219.3 membersl1ipnow: 
. ·.··.Jyear -$20 .' . .. 

Lifetime -$250 
............ ..•.. Fill ouUhefoliowing form a.nddrop off at ..... ' . 

Fraser'.s Clothing St~re, the New Idea Store,IDAVillagePharrnacy, the Community 
AssociatiorilNorth' Renfrew Times Office, orAtKathy.Amunds', 55 Beach Ave. 

. ..... Formore information call KathyAmunds4~4239 or Alex Frew4-344? 
. .... /. . .. : .. - .- - -- -  -'.- :',,~, ',-" - - - . ..  ':'-','- - -,-,'-",'._' -'

. FRIENDS OF FERGUSON'S STOPPING PLACE 
1992/93 MEMBERSHIPFORM . 

.~-=__________________~PHONE: __________ 

___What can you do? Any other suggestions?~_____~ 



WELCOME TO A DAY ATKING'S FARM! 
There is something exciting about a first-of-its-kind-event, such as the one happening today at King's Farm! For the 
first time ever, the hisioric property of Fergusons' Stopping Place, also known to most local people as King's Farm, is 
open for visitors to learn about the history of the site and its links to Onawa Valley heritage. You may tour the site and 
speak to volunteers from the Friends of Ferguson's Stopping Place who will share their knowledge of things past and 
present. And games for kids, craft sales, entertainment and refreshments will also add to the pleasure and excitment 
of the day. 

Visit Heritage Buildings 

The property is CUlTently owned by Atomic Energy of 
Canada Limited, but the Friends of Ferguson's 
Stopping Place, a volunteer, non-profit organization, 
is dedicated to preservin~ the site and telling the 
stories associated with It. Volunteers from the 
Friends will be stationed around the site from 11 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. and will introduce you to the main 
features of the farm and give you some background 
history at the same time. They will also be delighted 
to listen to and record any stories and information 
that visitors may want to pass along about the site or 
local history. 

Ifyou would like to learn more about the farm project 
and the Friends of Fergu80ns Stopping Place, please 
visit their table near the craft tents. Memberships 
are available for sale there as well as souvenir 
hasti-notes and collector plates depicting King's Farm. 

Craft Sales 
To your left as you enter from the highway are craft 
booths in three large tents which will be open from 11 
am until 4 pm. Find a bargain, find a treasure, in this 
feetive heritage settingl 

@@ffi@@ @rru@J [g!ru~@!N@~!ruffi@rru~ 
Various special activities for kids and adults alike 
will take place from 11 to 4 as follows: 

• Face painting, bobbing for apples, quilting 
demonstration - 11 am to 1 pm 

• Mural painting - 11 am to 3 pm 
• Stilt walking, croquet, historical treasure hunt 

- 11 am to 4 pm . 
• Horseshoe game demonstration - 2 to 4 pm 
• Entertainment from "The Sisters with Soul" - 11 

am to 12 noon 

Thank you for stopping at King's Farm. Enjoy your $tay! 

"A Day At King's Farm" is sponsored and organized by the Deep River Community Association, whose aims include the 
support oflocal clubs and organizations. The Community Association is assisting the Friends ofFergu80n's Stopping Place in 
raising awareness .and support for the acquisition and maintenance of King's Farm. 
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"Fergusons" was one of the stopping places on the 
Pembroke-Mattawa road. The first owner was John 

-. 

Dowler, who ran a licensed hotel and sold whiskey 
according to John King a descendent of John Ferguson. 
When Presbyterian John Ferguson acquired the pro
periy, it became a "dry" hotel and not a drop of liquor 
was sold. George Ferguson inherited it after his father's 
death on March 12, 1888. The Fergusons also operated 
a freighting business, shipping supplies to the Big Lake 
(Dumoine) area using sleighs and high-wheeled buggies. 

The operation of Ferguson's stopping place con
. 

.-' 

the 1800s, lumbering was the most im
portant industry in the Ottawa Valley -the 
peak was reached about 1890. 

The magnificent pine was formed 
([cW?,~t'Kll into square timber and floated down the 
many tributary streams to the Ottawa River where it was 
assembled into rafts that were floated to their desti
nation at Quebec City for shipment in the big ships of 
the day. 

There was much traffic to and from the lumber 
camps and in the early years this travel was done by 
water. Later, trails were cut through the forest. In 1854 
the Pembroke-Mattawa road was rough cut and for 
years was used only by sleighs. Settlers cleared the land 
and were soon providing food and services for the lum
ber camps and travellers. 

"Stopping Places" began to appear along the road 
- sometimes quite large - but often just a farmer's log 
house. Here the weary portager could stable and feed 
his horses and receive a night's shelter for himself. 
Generally he provided his own blanket and food. It was 
also customary to carry a "tea bag" - often a leather 
pouch - the traveller was expected to add tea to the 
"pot". If the stopping place was crowded, the portager 
would spend the night on the floor. It has been reported 
that they were charged 10c for tea and 25c for the 
horse's feed. 

The roads were extremely rough and primitive and 
our climate added to the misery - extreme cold in 
winter; mud, flies and heat in the summer. The weary 
portagers were usually in bed by eight and up again by 
four to get an early start on the day. 

tinued into the 1920's until vastly improved roads and 
"J 

motor cars began to make such stopping places obso
lete. 

John King took over the property after his uncle's 
death in 1930 and operated it as a mixed farm for many 
years thereafter. In 1968 the property was purchased by 
Atomic Energy of Canada Limited and a number of the 
buildings were restored to preserve the rich heritage. 
John King continued to live on the premises and in his 
later years welcomed visitors to the farm; he enjoyed 
recalling the days of his ancestors and his own youth. 
(The farm had become known to many as "King's 
Farm"). He died March 3, 1981 in his 87th year. 

Although many of the early stopping places fell into 
disuse and disrepair, it is fortunate that the buildings at 
Ferguson's are in excellent condition. They represent a 
glorious period in the Valley's history. 

For the past few summers the grounds have been 
open to the travelling public under an arrangement be
tween the Renfrew County Travel Association and 
Atomic Energy of Canada Limited. 

,

The late John King 

--------..--~~~~~~--..-------


