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Keys Reports on the “Village” and Staffing Notes 
1947 April-1959 December 

Condensed Version – Clubs, Recreation & Civic 
 
Courtesy of the Society for the Preservation of Canada’s Nuclear Heritage. This version was shared 
with the Deep River Public Library in 2025. 
 
Dr. David Keys wrote a bi-monthly or sometimes quarterly progress report, initially to NRC Head 
Office and, after 1952, to AECL Head Office on operations at Chalk River and Deep River. This 
collection, made in point form as opposed his prose, highlights the events he wrote on matters 
concerning “the Village” as he called Deep River. We have not located documents from before or 
after the above listed dates. Any omissions, errors and typos in the transcription can be attributed 
to a non-professional typist (J. U.) 
 
The points below were taken from a larger overview document to create this current condensed 
document, and generally have to do with CLUBS, RECREATION and CIVIC MATTERS. 
 
1947 June-July 

• The Yacht Club has been completed and many sailboats are in the water. 
• A lending library has been established and has a paid membership of 148. 

1947 October-November 
• Members of the Canadian Legion have completed the construction of their Hall and are 

planning an opening on December 13, at which General A.G.L. McNaughton will officiate. 
• A nursery school has been established and the Well-Baby Clinic continues to function 

satisfactorily. 
• The Village Library in the Community Center has received nearly 400 volumes from McGill 

and now has more than 250 members. 
1948 February-March 

• The usual supply of ice for the summer has been taken in from the river and stored at a cost 
of $2.00 per ton. 

1948 August-September 
• The first annual flower and vegetable show sponsored by the recently-formed Deep River 

Gardening Association was very successful.   
• The Village library is growing in size and now has 460 members. 

1948 December-1949 January 
• Clubs in the Village are active with 14,983 participants recorded in club meetings in January 

and 4,723 in such auxiliary facilities such as the rink, skiing, and the toboggan slide.   
1949 March-April 
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• The number of marriages continues large and some provision will have to be made for 
further accommodation in the near future.   

• The Rev. Mr. Dean, Minister of the Community Church, has resigned due to poor health but 
services will be held every Sunday with the aid of supply clergy from Ottawa until a regular 
pastor has been appointed. 

1949 April-May 
• There is great activity on the part of Village residents is beautifying their gardens and lawns.  

The interest in garden plots is also very evident.   
1949 June-July 

• A playground for young children in the new part of the Village has been completed and has 
provided a recreation center for these young members of the community.  The warm 
weather has produced an increase in the mosquito pest against which present methods of 
control do not appear adequate.   

• It is interesting to note that the dry weather caused the greatest amount of water to be used 
in any one month in the history of the Village, nearly 23 million gallons were pumped in July. 

 
1949 August-September 

• New classes in glassblowing and are being organized in the Village.  
• The Horticultural Society held a very successful show in August. 

1949 October-November 
• The Theatre Holding Corporation of Toronto has made an initial approach requesting 

permission to build a modern theatre in Deep River capable of seating 500.  The facilities of 
the community center are greatly overtaxed and the construction of a separate theatre and 
of a community church would relieve, to some extent, the situation. 

• The usual operation of fertilizing the lawns in the Village has been performed and 1,500 new 
trees have been planted.   

1950 September – November 
• There is still a need for a Community Church with nearly 800 children in the Village but with 

the prospect of this structure being erected, this deficiency will be eliminated.   
• The formation of a local Science Association with the object of bringing distinguished 

lecturers to the Village is meeting a cultural requirement which is greatly appreciated.  It will 
be realized that it will be particularly of value to the women living in the Village.   

1950 December -1951 February 
• A curling rink operated by the villagers is proving a very popular addition to the recreational 

facilities in the Village.   
• A community church building is very much needed to meet the requirement of the ever-

increasing number of children attending the services with their parents, now held in the 
recreation hall, which at times cannot accommodate those coming.   

• The population of the Village is approximately 2,000 of which about 800 are children. 
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• A home and school association has been formed which is proving helpful to both the 
teachers and parents in discussing matters related to the pupils’ progress and in planning 
their future educational prospects. 

1951 June -August  
• On July 1 the operation of the Village reverted to NRC (from CMHC) after the transfer on 

April 1.  In addition to the houses, construction is proceeding on the community church and 
a small addition to the public school.   

• The annual flower show of the Deep River Horticultural Society was held with a large 
number of entries.  

• Monday, July 2, was celebrated in the village as “Charter Day” when the charter of 
incorporation of the Deep River Community Association was officially presented to Dr. E.G. 
Sinclair, V-P of the “Association” who, with energy and leadership organized a most 
successful series of events lasting the whole day for both adults and children.  The 
celebrations ended with a display of fireworks. 

1951 September-November 
• There are more than fifty active clubs and groups in the Village offering facilities to the 

inhabitants.  Among new activities are the Sea Scouts and the establishment of night 
school classes ranging from first year university courses in physics, mathematics, and 
French conversation to more technical advanced courses in calculus, pile theory, nuclear 
physics and chemistry. 

1951 December-1952 March 
• The evening classes held in the Village on advanced nuclear physics, nuclear chemistry, 

calculus and electronic circuitry have continued with beneficial results both to those 
attending and to the lecturers.  

1952 April-June 
• Note:  AECL came into being on April 1, 1952.  

1952 July-September 
• The Community Church is complete and services are now being held every Sunday.  With 

over 800 children in the Village, some now reaching high-school age in greater numbers, it is 
a welcome improvement to have a few classrooms available in the new Deep River High 
School thus reducing the necessity of transporting a large number of children to Pembroke – 
thirty miles away.   

• During the summer, work on a nine-hole golf course has proceeded.  The members have 
contributed over $6,000 for this project and have spent many evenings and weekends 
supplying labour parties to get the rough land south-east of the Village into shape for 
playing.  At present only seven holes are being constructed but plans for two additional 
fairways are being drawn up.   

• Apart from the usual social and handicrafts clubs of various types, the more highly-
specialized courses, most at a graduate level, are again operating at the Deep River 
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Extension School.  These courses are on Quantum Mechanics, Advanced Calculus, Reactor 
Design, and Nuclear Chemistry, are all self-supporting, and are of value to the staff, both for 
those who are acquiring new knowledge and for those delivering the lectures.  Such work is 
also of value to the Project and is being encouraged.   

1953 July-December 
• The new theatre for moving pictures is nearing completion by the Theatre Holding Company, 

Toronto. 
• One of the Camp buildings in the Village has been renovated with the assistance of club 

members to provide facilities for certain recreational activities such as the Drama Club, 
Woodworking Club and the Choral Society.   

• An addition to the Curling Club, which provides two extra sheets of ice, was erected with the 
aid of a loan and a financial grant from the Community Association, besides funds 
subscribed by the members.   

• The physical condition of the Village houses, rods and lawns have been maintained in good 
condition and the various recreational facilities have been adequate.   

• There have been the usual plays, operas and competitions arranged by the clubs and 
societies and many of the inhabitants of Deep River have taken an interest in training 
various teams and groups of teen-aged children.   

• The use of the Village library has increased to such an extent that some expansion of space 
is necessary. 

 
1954 February 

• The various clubs and associations have had an active month in the village and the general 
health of the inhabitants has been good.  

1954 January-March (Quarterly) 
• There have been the usual number of lectures given at the Plant and general addresses in 

the Village by distinguished guest speakers to the Deep River Science Association, which 
organizes these lectures for the benefit of those living in the community. 

1954 April-June (Quarterly) 
• The various recreational facilities in the Village, such as the tennis, yacht golf and beach 

activities are all active, the various clubs having contributed to the operating costs by 
members fees.   

• The site of the Tennis Club must be moved as its present location is to be used for 
additional shops.  The new location will be down near the river and some arrangements will 
be made with the Yacht Club as to bring both into the same area.   

• The Horticultural Society is active and the Village gardens are attractive and well kept.  
1954 June 

• Grading of the area for the new tennis courts, where the icehouses used to be, has 
commenced.  The lights and fencing of the old tennis courts have been dismantled.   
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1954 August 
• The tennis courts are now finished in their new location and the new dock for the Yacht Club 

with the steel piling at the end of the pier which has been driven, is now erected. 
1954 September-October 

• In the Village, an addition to the library has been completed and improvements have been 
made in the mens’ locker room, sports lounge and crafts room, all located in the 
Community Center building.   

• The framework of the Yacht and Tennis Club is erected and the skating rink change-hut has 
been moved to the new location of the open-air skating rink near ‘Hill House” on the west 
side of the Village.   

1954 December 
• The new Yacht-Tennis clubhouse is now entirely closed in and a small force are at work on 

the interior part of the building.  This is a small structure and is being erected under 
contract. 

1955 February 
• In the town of Deep River, the coffee shop is being remodelled for the Honey Dew, which 

has it rented.  It should be ready for operation about the middle of March and will provide a 
very attractive place in the Village for obtaining meals at times when the regular dining room 
at the Staff Hotel is closed and also for visitors to the Village.  

• The usual cultural and social activities in the Village continued throughout the month, the 
children taking advantage of the snow and the weather for skiing and hockey matches. 

 
1955 April 

• Lawns in the Village have been fertilized and the inhabitants are getting their gardens into 
shape so the Village is looking very attractive.   

1955 June  
• On June 16, members of the Deep River Women’s Club were given a tour of the Plant.   

1955 August 
• The members of the Yacht and Tennis Club have finished the interior of their club house and 

lights have been erected on the tennis courts. 
• A rather unique event during the month was the International Y-flyer yacht races which were 

held this year at the Deep River Yacht Club.  Dr. Hugh Carmichael had won the cup last year 
at the Pointe Claire Yacht Club, sailing his boat there and so the contestants had to come to 
Deep River to compete for the cup here.  There were 34 boats taking part, one coming from 
Texas, two from Georgia and several from Toronto, Montreal and Ottawa.  The cup was won 
by Harry Jones from Pointe Claire Yacht Club.  The races were held August 26-28.  

1955 September 
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• With the landscaping of Rutherford and Faraday completed, the Village presents a very 
attractive appearance for visitors.  The inhabitants have kept their lawns and gardens in 
good order and the usual recreational activities are well attended.   

• The fall Horticultural Show was not quite as extensive as last year, partly due to the dry 
summer causing the flowers to mature early. 

1955 November 
• A notice has been sent to all those occupying houses in the Village of Deep River outlining 

the proposed incorporation of the Village, conditions of sale of houses to tenants, the price 
for each house and other pertinent information.   

• The summer recreational activities being now over, numerous winter clubs are again 
offering a variety of entertainment.  Curling has started: the Drama Club has already put on 
one play and others are being prepared. The Choral Society are busy on a production.  The 
bowling, bridge, ceramics, photographic, badminton, dancing and smaller groups offer 
facilities for all kinds of recreation. 

• The educational facilities are also being provided again and the evening classes on 
Advanced Nuclear Physics by Dr. L.G. Elliott, Reactor Physics Engineering by E. Critoph, 
Calculus by Dr. J.S. Fraser and Elementary Russian by G. Zotov, are being well attended.  
Each person taking a course pays a fee and the lecturers receive some renumeration, the 
instruction thus being a serious study. This night school operates without any cost to the 
Company and is an excellent training ground both for the lecturers and the men attending 
the courses.  If we could sometime make arrangements with a university to have similar 
courses of an undergraduate standard given in Deep River, it would enable many a young 
man employed at the Plant to gain a higher education.   

1956 April 
• The Corporation of the Improvement District of Deep River came into effect on April 16.  

On April 28, T.W. Morison, Manager, Administration Division, was sworn in as Chairman of 
the Trustees to administer the Corporation; Dr. A.J. Mooradian as Vice-Chairman; and F.E. 
Tierney (druggist) as the third member of the Board.  (A photo of the swearing-in ceremony 
was attached.  It shows L-R: A.H. Butler (Department of Municipal Affairs), T.W. Morrison, 
A.G. Skelly (Minister of Community Church), F.E. Tierney and Dr. A.J. Mooradian.  What role 
Skelly played in not clear.)  
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1956 May 

• The Yacht and Tennis clubhouse is now completely closed in, the floor laid and the inside 
fairly well completed.  This work was done by the members themselves and they have done 
an excellent job.   The building looks very attractive and will add much ton community life.   

1956 June 
• The Golf Club House was officially opened on June 23.  Much of the work on this building 

was performed by the members including the construction of the fine, grate fireplace of 
stone.   

• The Canadian Y-Flyer sailing championship races were held in Deep River on August 10/11.  
Participants came from Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto and other Canadian centers, 26 outside 
boats competing.  The Nationals were a success though the Deep River crews lost the 
championship which they held.   

1957 September-October 
• The foundation of the Skating Arena is in.  

1958 January 
• The skating rink in Deep River has ben in use since the middle of December but the official 

opening will be February 21.  The electrical and plumbing work is being completed by 
voluntary forces.   

1958 July 
• Work has started on expanding the beach-picnic area between the existing parking lot and 

the Ottawa River.   
 
 
1958 December 

• The Municipality of Deep River will pass from an Improvement District to a full Municipality 
effective January 1, 1959, with all governing bodies being elected or appointed in 



Society for the Preservation of                        Deep River Public Library 
Canada’s Nuclear Heritage, Inc.                    deepriverlibrary.ca/local-history/ 

 

accordance with normal municipal procedure.  There are 50 candidates running for 
positions on Council, School Boards and Public Utilities and two for Mayor.  The voting took 
place on December 22 when a large percentage of the population voted. Generally 
speaking, the candidates who ran were well qualified and those elected should provide 
good government.   

1959 August 
• A contract has been let for the construction of the new Eaton’s store and the Loblaw’s 

Groceteria and work on these two structures is proceeding.  The Loblaw’s store will be 
completed by the end of the year and Eaton’s by next spring.  Between these two stores a 
group of smaller commercial premises will be erected by private interests.  The occupancy 
of these new stores will make our housing shortage even more pronounced. 

1959 October 
• The steel framework and part of the back walls of the Loblaw’s store in the shopping center 

are erected.  The basement has been excavated and walls are being framed up for concrete 
work for the T. Eaton store.   

• The basement has been poured for the Community Church Sunday School and the 
foundations for the addition to the Deep River Library. 

1959 November 
• In Deep River, the additions to the Library and Town Office are very nearly finished. 
• An addition to the Community Center is also being made fore the Arts and Crafts groups.   
• The cornerstone of the Community Church Sunday School and Christian Education Center 

was laid on Sunday, November 22.   
1959 December 

• The Council Room of the Town Hall in Deep River was officially opened on December 19, at 
which ceremony the three former trustees, T.W. Morrison, Frank Tierney and Dr. A.J. 
Mooradian, were presented with paintings by the present Mayor and Council, in recognition 
of their fine service to the Community. 

• The municipal elections took place this month and three new Councilors were elected.  
They were: Dr. T.W. Hone (a physicist), E. Denn (Radiation Hazards Control Branch) and T.G. 
Church (Administration Officer).  T.G. Church’s opponent was Dr. R. Durham and , as T. 
Church’s majority was only two votes, a recount will be taken – an interesting feature of the 
second election in the history of Deep River.  Frank J. Hammond was elected Mayor.  All 
other Offices were filled by the same people who were elected last year.   

 
 
Jim Ungrin 
25 May 2025. 
 


