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Keys Reports on the “Village” and Staffing Notes 
1947 April-1959 December 

Condensed Version – Education, Schools 
 
Courtesy of the Society for the Preservation of Canada’s Nuclear Heritage. This version was shared 
with the Deep River Public Library in 2025. 
 
Dr. David Keys wrote a bi-monthly or sometimes quarterly progress report, initially to NRC Head 
Office and, after 1952, to AECL Head Office on operations at Chalk River and Deep River.  This 
collection, made in point form as opposed his prose, highlights the events he wrote on matters 
concerning “the Village” as he called Deep River.  We have not located documents from before or 
after the above listed dates. Any omissions, errors and typos in the transcription can be attributed 
to a non-professional typist (J. U.) 
 
The points below were taken from a larger overview document to create this current condensed 
document, and generally have to do with EDUCATION and SCHOOLS. 
 
1947 October-November 

• A nursery school has been established 
1948 June-July 

• Two new rooms are being added to the school to accommodate the increase in the number 
of children of school age.  They are expected to be complete by September. 

1948 August-September 
• The addition of two rooms to the Village school was finished for the opening of classes in 

September. 
1949 June-July 

• Work on the addition to the Village school is progressing.   
1949 August-September 

• Two additional rooms added to the Village school were completed but the equipment has 
not yet arrived.  There are 196 pupils attending the Village school, an additional 63 going to 
the Separate School and 37 students attend the Pembroke High School. 

1949 October-November 
• On November 1, His Excellency, Viscount Alexander of Tunis, Governor-General of Canada, 

accompanied by President Mackenzie, Major General Letson, and Norbert Robertson 
visited the Plant and the Village.  This was the first visit of a Governor-General to the project 
and after presenting the senior members of staff to His Excellency, Dr. Mackenzie outlined 
the establishment after which a brief introductory lecture on radioactivity was given 
following which Dr. Lewis spoke on the research aspects of atomic energy. The afternoon 
was spent visiting some of the more interesting parts of the Plant and then the Governor-
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General drove around the Village stopping at the school and speaking to the children who 
were delighted with the opportunity of seeing him and also with the holiday which he gave 
them.  This might be considered a historic occasion as His Excellency seemed to be very 
interested in what he saw. 

1950 December -1951 February 
• A home and school association has been formed which is proving helpful to both the 

teachers and parents in discussing matters related to the pupils’ progress and in planning 
their future educational prospects. 

1951 September-November 
• In the Village, work on the High School has commenced.   
• Among new activities is the establishment of night school classes ranging from first year 

university courses in physics, mathematics, and French conversation to more technical 
advanced courses in calculus, pile theory, nuclear physics and chemistry. 

1951 December-1952 March 
• In the Village, the High School framework is up.  
• The evening classes held in the Village on advanced nuclear physics, nuclear chemistry, 

calculus and electronic circuitry have continued with beneficial results both to those 
attending and to the lecturers.  

1952 April-June 
• Note:  AECL came into being on April 1, 1952.  

1952 July-September 
• With over 800 children in the Village, some now reaching high-school age in greater 

numbers it is a welcome improvement to have a few classrooms available in the new Deep 
River High School thus reducing the necessity of transporting a large number of children to 
Pembroke – thirty miles away.   

• Apart from the usual social and handicrafts clubs of various types, the more highly-
specialized courses, most at a graduate level, are again operating at the Deep River 
Extension School.  These courses are on Quantum Mechanics, Advanced Calculus, Reactor 
Design, and Nuclear Chemistry, are all self-supporting, and are of value to the staff, both for 
those who are acquiring new knowledge and for those delivering the lectures.  Such work is 
also of value to the Project and is being encouraged.   

1953 July-December 
• An addition to the High School was completed by the Central Mortgage and Housing 

Corporation in time for the opening of the school session in September. 
1954 April-June (Quarterly) 

• In the Village, the main water pipe from the pump house to the water tower has had to be 
rerouted to avoid passing under the area on which a new public school is to be built (Keys). 
The number of children reaching school age has increased to such an extent that the 
present public school will not accommodate them.  There is no room for additions to the 
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present school so a new building will be erected west of the high school which will serve 
the children from the west part of the Village where all the new houses have been recently 
constructed.  

1954 September-October 
• The space for the new public school has been cleared.   

1954 December 
• The foundation of the new public school in the northern end of the village (Keys) is finished 

and the framework of the walls is partly up.   
1955 January 

• The framework of the new public school is up. 
1955 February 

• The foundation of the new public school is complete and about 40% of the framing.  The 
water and sewer lines to this building are about 75% laid.   

1955 March 
• The framing of the new public school is about 80% complete.  

 
 
1955 April 

• In the Village, considerable progress has been made on the new public school.  The framing 
is complete and the water and sewers connected.   

1955 May 
• The new public school is finished except for the inside and about 90% of the framing is done. 

1955 June  
• The new public school is finished outside and many of the inside partitions are up.  The 

painting is not yet done. 
1955 July 

• The new public school is about 90% complete.  The interior painting and some plumbing 
fixtures are still to be finished.  Work on landscaping around it is proceeding satisfactorily.   

1955 August 
• The new public school is about 96% completed and six rooms will be used this year on 

opening of the school session on September 6.   
1955 September 

• The new public school is open, the landscaping done and the laying of pavement 
commenced.   

• Both public schools and the high school opened on September 6.  There were 569 pupils in 
the former and 100 in the high school.  There were 22 teachers of which four were in the high 
school.    

1955 November 
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• The educational facilities are also being provided again and the evening classes on 
Advanced Nuclear Physics by Dr. L.G. Elliott, Reactor Physics Engineering by E. Critoph, 
Calculus by Dr. J.S. Fraser and Elementary Russian by G. Zotov, are being well attended.  
Each person taking a course pays a fee and the lecturers receive some renumeration, the 
instruction thus being a serious study. This night school operates without any cost to the 
Company and is an excellent training ground both for the lecturers and the men attending 
the courses.  If we could sometime make arrangements with a university to have similar 
courses of an undergraduate standard given in Deep River, it would enable many a young 
man employed at the Plant to gain a higher education.   

1956 June 
• Mention should be made of the visit of the President of the Republic of Indonesia, Dr. 

Sukarno, with a party of 37 members of his staff on June 6.  He was accompanied by L.J. 
Cardin (Parliamentary Assistant to L.B. Pearson), E. D’Arcy McGreer and a number of 
reporters, photographers and CBC officials.  They came by special train to Chalk River 
where the President was met on arrival by senior members of AECL staff and the public 
school children and boy scouts of Chalk River.   Dr. Sukarno was apparently much 
interested in children and was pleased by the reception. After a Plant tour, the group was 
taken to the Village where Dr. Sukarno visited each class of the Keys Public School and gave 
the children brief talks on Indonesia.  Though he hastened through the reactor buildings in 
less than one half hour, he spent over an hour at the school.  He requested that all the 
children be assembled outside and after the children had sung “O Canada” and “Happy 
Birthday”, (it being his birthday) he and his staff sang patriotic Indonesian songs to them. 

1956 October 
• On October 4/5 Sir John and Lady Cockcroft were in Deep River and advantage was taken of 

their presence to dedicate and open the two public schools in the Village as the “Cockcroft” 
and Keys” public schools.  Left to right in the photograph are: Dr D.A. Keys, W.F. 
Glendenning (Principal of Public Schools), T.W. Morison and Sir John D. Cockcroft. 
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1956 November 

• His excellency The Governor General Mr. Massey accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. L. Massey 
and Aids made a visit to the Village and the Project on November 30.  They were driven 
around the village and His Excellency, after being presented to T.W. Morison, Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees, the other two Trustees, clergy and school principals, addressed the 
children on the playing field.    

1957 September-October 
• The six-room addition to the Keys school is proceeding, the outside work is completed and 

Sullivan and Son expect to have the addition ready for the opening of school, next January 6.  
1958 January 

• The addition to the Kays public school is completed apart from installation of plumbing 
materials. 

1958 October 
• On Friday, October 10, 206 teachers who were attending the North Renfrew Teacher’s 

Federation meeting inn Deep River visited the Project.   
1958 December 

• The Municipality of Deep River will pass from an Improvement District to a full Municipality 
effective January 1, 1959, with all governing bodies being elected or appointed in 
accordance with normal municipal procedure.  There are 50 candidates running for 
positions on Council, School Boards and Public Utilities and two for Mayor.  The voting took 
place on December 22 when a large percentage of the population voted. Generally 
speaking, the candidates who ran were well qualified and those elected should provide 
good government.   

1959 February 
• Work has commenced on the new addition to the Mackenzie High School.  There will be 

nine additional rooms added to the school to accommodate students from the neighboring 
municipalities of Chalk River, Rolph, Wylie, Buchanan and McKay.   
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1959 April 
• Work is proceeding on the addition to the Mackenzie High School and landscaping of the 

area in the new part of Deep River is now being completed. 
1959 May 

• The basement is poured and the steel of the new addition to the High School is erected.  It 
will be a two-story structure and is expected to be ready for occupancy by the 
commencement of the autumn school term.  

1959 June 
• The addition to the Mackenzie High School is proceeding well.  The steel is erected and the 

roof on the structure and the walls are partly completed. It is a two-story structure.   
1959 July 

• The extension to Mackenzie High School is processing very slowly owing to some difficulty 
with the mortar used.  It is a brick structure of two stories and the outside walls are erected 
as well as the roof. 

1959 August 
• In Deep River, the work on the addition to the Mackenzie High School has been proceeding.  

The building is complete on the outside and plastering of the walls inside is being done.   
1959 September 

• Some progress has been made on the addition to Mackenzie High School.  
1959 October 

• Considerable progress has been made in the addition to the Mackenzie High School which 
should be ready for the students by the New Year.   

1959 November 
• The new addition to the Mackenzie High School is now partly occupied by students but a 

few rooms remain unfinished.   
1959 December 

• The rooms in the addition to Mackenzie High School are now nearly all occupied.  The new 
lab for physics and chemistry will be in use when the school opens after the New Year.   

 
Jim Ungrin 
25 May 2025. 
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