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Keys Reports on the “Village” and Staffing Notes 
1947 April-1959 December 

Full Overview 
Dr. David Keys wrote a bi-monthly or sometimes quarterly progress report, initially to NRC Head Office and, 
after 1952, to AECL Head Office on operations at Chalk River and Deep River.  This collection, made in point 
form as opposed his prose, highlights the events he wrote on matters concerning “the Village” as he called 
Deep River.   We have not located documents from before or after the above listed dates. Any omissions, 
errors and typos in the transcription should be blamed on the feeble efforts of an elderly, non-professional 
typist (J. U.) 
 
Below is a FULL OVERVIEW of all of his notes. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
1947 April-May 

• In the Village, grass is growing well, the hospital has been busy, and additional power lines 
are being strung from the Plant to the Village to meet increasing needs. 

• The present staff complement is 441 on salary and 467 prevailing rate with 50 scientific 
personnel from the U.K. still on site: 11 returned to the U.K. during the period. 

1947 June-July 
• In the Village, landscaping and gardening continue to be improved.  The Yacht Club has 

been completed and many sailboats are in the water. 
• There is a great need for more housing and an extension is being constructed for the 

hospital.  Twenty children were born during June-July. 
• Another dentist has been appointed.  
• A lending library has been established and has a paid membership of 148. 
• Staff compliment: 488 prevailing rate (with many joining A.F. of L. Union) of which 60% are 

veterans.  There are 485 staff employed at the Plant and in the Village. 
1947 August-September 

• The contract for the construction of 30 dwellings in the Village has been awarded to M.J. 
Sulpher & Sons, Renfrew for $344,950.  Four Type-A houses are being constructed by our 
own staff. 

• The former Crawley & McCracken offices in the shopping center are being altered to allow 
room for a drug store. 

• The transmission corridor from the Plant to the Village is being widened to install a higher 
voltage feed to the Village. 

• Landscaping in the Village has been improved with trees from the Petawawa Forestry 
Station. 

1947 October-November 
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• Housing shortage in the Village continues.  Two brothers, John J. and Frank E. Tierney, both 
veterans and graduate pharmacists, have now taken over the space in the plaza and 
established a drugstore. 

• Members of the Canadian Legion have completed the construction of their Hall and are 
planning an opening on December 13, at which General A.G.L. McNaughton will officiate. 

• A nursery school has been established and the Well-Baby Clinic continues to function 
satisfactorily. 

• The Village Library in the Community Center has received nearly 400 volumes from McGill 
and now has more than 250 members. 

• The health of the Village inhabitants has been good apart from an epidemic of chicken pox.  
There were six births and two deaths during the period. 

• There are now five union locals at the Plant, all associated with the A.F. of L.  The number of 
prevailing rate employees at the end of November was 544 (65% veterans) and there are 
145 scientists on the staff. 

• The Film Board have taken a number of moving pictures of unclassified material at the 
Plant and in the Village. These will be reviewed by staff who are familiar with the 
declassification guide. 

1947 December -1948 January 
• Housing in the Village is progressing with four A-houses expected completion in May and 

the framing of the thirty houses under construction by M.J. Sulpher and Sons is complete 
and the installation of asbestos shingle siding is underway. 

• One of the construction dormitories in the Village near the hospital has been reassigned to 
living quarters for the scientific staff. Single staff members are being assigned rooms there. 

• Leaking roofs in houses in town have been a problem and increasing the insulation is now 
under consideration.  Complaints of cold, especially in the Wartime houses, which have no 
cellars, are increasing.   

• Effective March 1, the rates for board and lodging in both the Staff Hotel and the dormitories 
will be increasing. 

• The Village hospital has been busy with a notable increase in the number of fracture cases, 
some of these from skiing accidents.  There were 14 births during the period.   

• Investigations continue on the sensitivity of type K Kodak film to beta rays and fast neutrons. 
• Dr. Watson and Mr. Major, President and Manager, respectively, of Physicians Services Inc. 

visited deep River in January and discussed at a public meeting the Prepayment Medical 
Plan. It is hoped that some such plan of medical and hospitalization can be established in 
the near future. 

• There are at present 506 staff members and 572 on the payroll making a total of 1,078 
personnel on the project.  In addition, there are 39 technical and technical officers who are 
attached to the U.K. staff. 

1948 February-March 
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• In the Village the four A-houses are complete and work on the 30 C-9 houses is progressing 
satisfactorily.  With the completion of these units there will be 392 units in the Village while 
the estimated minimum requirement for scientific, technical and essential staff is 535.  The 
Staff Hotel is now fully occupied and some members of the scientific staff are now living in 
dormitories.  

• Seven, six-car garages will be completed by the end of April.   
• A program of adding insulation in houses to reduce the formation of ice on the eaves has 

been started. 
• The usual supply of ice for the summer has been taken in from the river and stored at a cost 

of $2.00 per ton. 
• There were thirteen new births at the Village hospital during the period and more than 2300 

visits. Apart from a number of cases of mumps, both in adults and children, no special 
health conditions prevailed. 

• The X-ray unit in the Village used for diagnostic purposes is not satisfactory since both the 
doctors and the nurses who operate the apparatus are receiving more than the permissible 
doses of radiation. 

• There continues to be a scarcity of technical and skilled personnel for the project.  There is 
a total of 1,108 employees on the project of which 586 are on payroll (64.3% being 
veterans).  

• A branch of the Purchasing Office has been established on the project.  William Greenway, 
head of the Treasury Office, has taken up residence in the Village. 

1948 April-May 
 Nothing reported 
1948 June-July 

• Housing construction in the Village continues and 392 dwellings are now occupied or 
allocated.  A program of re-decorating the outside of wartime houses has commenced.  This 
will prevent deterioration as much of the paint has peeled off. 

• Work commenced on the restoration of the riverbank where erosion was proceeding at an 
alarming rate. Surplus sand form the basements of new house and from the school addition 
was used to fill the eroded areas. 

• Two new rooms are being added to the school to accommodate the increase in the number 
of children of school age.  They are expected to be complete by September. 

• The Medical Division has been kept busy with the usual number of cases of mumps among 
the children as well as adults, fractures and some cases of measles.  Seventeen children 
were born in the Village hospital during this period. 

• There were an increasing number of summer students this year.   
• The Department of Labour granted a general increase averaging 10 cents an hour to payroll 

employees.  At the end of July there was a total of 1,153 employed on the project of which 
593 were payroll, the rest staff. 
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1948 August-September 
• In the Village, construction of ten new B-2 houses by our staff is underway.  Thirty C-9 

houses on Iberville are now either occupied or allocated.  Iberville is a very attractive 
avenue and the tenants have shown great interest in planting flowers and generally 
beautifying the grounds.  

• Work on the new high-tension line from the Plant to the Village is progressing satisfactorily. 
• The addition of two rooms to the Village school was finished for the opening of classes in 

September. 
• A new fire alarm system has been installed in the Staff Hotel and surface gravel has been 

placed around all the new six-car garages in the Village. 
• The health of residents of the Village has been generally good.  More than 2,500 visits have 

been made to the Village hospital and more than 1,000 to the one at the Plant.  There were 
22 children born during August-September and three deaths occurred.  The total number of 
hospital-days used in the Village was 723. 

• The first annual flower and vegetable show sponsored by the recently formed Deep River 
Gardening Association was very successful.   

• The Village library is growing in size and now has 460 members. 
• The total number of employees at the end of September was 1,113 of which 164 were 

scientific and 220 technical – slightly more than 60% of the payroll employees were 
veterans.  

1948 October-November 
• Ten B-2 houses being constructed by our staff in the Village are mostly finished on the 

outside.  And the J.L.E. Price Construction Company have finished the pouring of all the 
basements of the 40 B-3 houses so far.   

• The new 600 kVA transformer was connected to the new power line that feeds the Village 
and normal lighting is possible and restrictions on the use of power have been removed.  

• Activity at the Village hospital continues to be very brisk.  The number of births in the period 
was 15, the number of visits 2,417, and a total 565 hospital-days.  The general health of the 
population has been good and the administration of diphtheria toxoid and whooping cough 
vaccine is being conducted at the Deep River school.  Most of the children in the school 
were given a physical examination by Dr. Park during November.   

• The number of employees engaged on the project at the end of November was 1,105 of 
which 597 were prevailing rate, 61.3% being veterans.  There are 163 in the scientific staff 
and 187 technical officers and assistants.  Nine members of staff resigned during the period 
and ten new appointments were made.   

1948 December-1949 January 
• Some of the B-type houses in the Village, constructed by our own staff, should be ready for 

occupancy in February.  The forty dwellings being built by J.L.E. Price & Company have all 
their exteriors completed.  A satisfactory arrangement for the allotment of these houses 



Society for the Preservation of                        Deep River Public Library 
Canada’s Nuclear Heritage, Inc.                    deepriverlibrary.ca/local-history/ 

  

 

between members of the different divisions has been arrived at but the pressure for more 
dwellings remains great.  Some married tradesmen whose services are required are living in 
dormitories while awaiting possible accommodations to bring their wives and families and 
young, married, scientists are living in the Staff Hotel awaiting a dwelling. 

• Ninety-seven children were born at the hospital in 1948 and 5,216 visits were made.   
• Clubs in the Village are active with 14,983 participants recorded in club meetings in January 

and 4,723 in such auxiliary facilities such as the rink, skiing, and the toboggan slide.   
• On January 22, the Village had its first fire.   It was started by an electric kettle that did not 

automatically shut off and resulted in about $1,000 worth of damage. 
• The fleet of buses operated for about 12 million-passenger miles in 1948 without an injury to 

any passenger.   
• The Village Post Office is now being operated by that Government Department and 

arrangements have been made to pick up mail from the noon train at Chalk River and for 
delivery of mail from the Village to the train leaving at 1:10 pm. 

• The total number of employees at the Project at the end of January was 1,098 of which 587 
were payroll and of the remaining staff members, 351 were scientific and technical 
personnel. 

 
1949 March-April 

• The ten B-2 houses in the Village are now occupied by tenants and the 40 new B-3 house 
being erected by Price Construction are almost completed and have been allotted.  

• The number of marriages continues large and some provision will have to be made for 
further accommodation in the near future.   

• The health of the inhabitants in the village has been good although a very virulent form of 
influenza has attacked a number of scientific staff during the last month.   

• The number of births in the Village remains high with as many as seven babies having been 
born in one week - mainly boys.   

• The Rev. Mr. Dean, Minister of the Community Church, has resigned due to poor health but 
services will be held every Sunday with the aid of supply clergy from Ottawa until a regular 
pastor has been appointed. 

• The appointment of Mr. Tupper as Dean of Engineering at U. Toronto is a distinct loss to both 
the project and the Village.  It is expected that J.L. Gray will join the Project as Chief of 
Administrative Services. 

• At the end of March there were 1,094 personnel of which 577 were payroll employees. Of 
the prevailing rate employees, 62% were veterans. 

1949 April-May 
• The B-3 houses in the Village are mostly occupied as are the B-2 ones constructed by our 

own staff.  Work on the extension of the school has started.   
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• There is great activity on the part of Village residents is beautifying their gardens and lawns.  
The interest in garden plots is also very evident.   

• There were a total of 2, 864 visits, 18 births and 882 hospital days during the two months at 
the Village hospital and an additional 738 visits at the Plant hospital. 

• The number of employees at the end of May was 1,157, of which 388 were scientific or 
technical.  Of the 615 payroll employees, 61% were veterans. 

• J. Lorne gray has joined the staff as Chief of Administration Services and is a welcome 
addition.   

1949 June-July 
• Work on the addition to the Village school is progressing.   
• The contract for construction of basements under 25 Wartime-6 houses has been awarded 

to L.E. Price Co. 
• A playground for young children in the new part of the Village has been completed and has 

provided a recreation center for these young members of the community.  The warm 
weather has produced an increase in the mosquito pest against which present methods of 
control do not appear adequate.   

• It is interesting to note that the dry weather caused the greatest amount of water to be used 
in any one month in the history  of the Village, nearly 23 million gallons were pumped in July. 

• The Village hospital has had usual periods of full activity and some provisions for 
enlargement will have to be made.  There were 17 births during the two months.  Dr. 
Bremner has resigned and steps are being taken to find a replacement. 

• During the period the total mileage covered by all transportation vehicles was 138,589 and 
the total passenger-miles was 1,1754,466.   

• Total number of employees at the end of July was 1,185 of which 329 were scientific and 
technical and 615 payroll. 

1949 August-September 
• The excavation of the basement for the new wing of the Village hospital is in progress. 
• Good progress has been made by J.L.E. Price Co. Ltd. on the basements under Wartime 

houses in the Village.   
• M.J. Sulpher & Sons, who received the contract for the 10 new A-houses, have started work 

on clearing the land and digging the basements.   
• Two additional rooms added to the Village school were completed but the equipment has 

not yet arrived.  There are 196 pupils attending the Village school, an additional 63 going to 
the Separate School and 37 students attend the Pembroke High School. 

• New classes in glassblowing and are being organized in the Village. The Horticultural 
Society held a very successful show in August. 

• The Village hospital is at times overtaxed.  During the period there were 3,000 patient visits, 
841 hospital-days and 30 children born.  Apart from a number of cases of dysentery and 
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gastroenteritis, and a few cases of impetigo among the children, the health of the 
community has been good.  

• The Department of Labour awarded an increase of approximately 15% in the prevailing rates 
of all our employees, retroactive to May1.  The number of employees as of Sep 30 was 1,159 
of which 6127 were on prevailing rate.  Of the payroll employees, 61.3% were veterans.  

1949 October-November 
• The basements under 25 Wartime houses have all been completed, transforming these 

residences into much more attractive and convenient structures.   There will no longer be 
complaints of cold floors and lack of storage space.   

• The construction of the ten houses under construction by Sulpher & Sons is well advanced 
and it is expected they will be ready for occupancy by the end of March. 

• The Theatre Holding Corporation of Toronto has made an initial approach requesting 
permission to build a modern theatre in Deep River capable of seating 500.  The facilities of 
the community center are greatly overtaxed and the construction of a separate theatre and 
of a community church would relieve, to some extent, the situation. 

• The usual operation of fertilizing the lawns in the Village has been performed and 1,500 new 
trees have been planted.   

• The Village hospital continues to be filled to capacity.  There were 25 children born during 
October-November and one small child was brought in who died.  The wife of a member of 
staff attached to the health surveyor branch died of a heart ailment. 

• On November 1, His Excellency, Viscount Alexander of Tunis, Governor-General of Canada, 
accompanied by President Mackenzie, Major General Letson, and Norbert Robertson 
visited the Plant and the Village.  This was the first visit of a Governor-General to the project 
and after presenting the senior members of staff to His Excellency, Dr. Mackenzie outlined 
the establishment after which a brief introductory lecture on radioactivity was given 
following which Dr. Lewis spoke on the research aspects of atomic energy. The afternoon 
was spent visiting some of the more interesting parts of the Plant and then the Governor-
General drove around the Village stopping at the school and speaking to the children who 
were delighted with the opportunity of seeing him and also with the holiday which he gave 
them.  This might be considered a historic occasion as His Excellency seemed to be very 
interested in what he saw. 

1949 December-1950 January 
• In the Village, the 10 new houses should be ready by April 1. 
• The addition to the hospital has its exterior structure completed.  The number of births born 

there this year was 134 compared to 97 for 1948.  Twenty-three children were born during 
December -January.  Dr. W.E. Park, Chief of Medical Services, resigned and left in January.  
Dr. R.M. Taylor has been appointed to take charge of the Medical Services and arrived in 
January.   He was previously on the staff of the medical faculty of U. Toronto and has had 
experience in research as well as practice serving in the RCAMC during the war.  He is 
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organizing the medical research branch and will take part in training of service medical men 
who we expect to arrive at the Project to obtain training in radioactive health precautions.   

• The total number of employees at the end of January was 1,175 of which 387 were scientific 
and technical.  Of the payroll employees, 60% were veterans. 

1950 February-March 
• The ten A-houses were completed in the Village are completed and the extension to the 

Village hospital is nearing completion. 
• Fifty-five children were born in the Village hospital during the last three months.   
• Those living in the Village and in the Staff Hotel and dormitories have been informed that 

Central Mortgage and Housing Corp. are taking over ownership and operation of the Village 
as of April 1.  Notices of the new rates for all the housing which will become effective June 1 
have been issued by the Corporation to the tenants.  The changes indicated have caused 
some unrest especially for those living in the Staff Hotel and dormitories but it is expected 
that the excellent co-operation that existed between the administration of the NRC and the 
inhabitants will continue with the new management. 

1950 May-August 
• Central Mortgage and Housing Corp. have let contracts for the erection of 75 houses in the 

Village and the placing of permanent foundations under all Wartime houses.  They are also 
making arrangements for an addition to the T. Eaton Co. store and the public school.  The 
construction of a 12-stall bus garage, 12 bachelor apartments and a church hall will 
commence soon and fill a pressing need in the Village.   

• A great improvement in the organization of the Village hospital has been accomplished.  The 
new addition has been opened and the old part is being rearranged to provide the extra 
facilities required.  A new accounting system has been set up to prevent the accumulation 
of debts and it is expected that a complete medical insurance plan can be established for 
the employees and their families.   

• There have been some difficulties with the new catering firm which tends to affect the 
health and welfare of those depending upon their services but this matter is being dealt 
with.  

• During the period, 93 births occurred at the hospital, along with 336 hospital admissions 
and the doctors made 8,190 visits. 

• The total number of employees at the Plant (August 31) was 1,223 of which 215 are 
scientific staff, 212 technical, 35 summer workers, 154 administrative staff and 607 
prevailing rate employees.   

• A member of the scientific staff, N. Sidjack, was accidentally drowned when bathing a few 
miles above the Village.  He was an extremely competent worker who graduated from U. 
Alberta and joined the Project last year working with the tube development section.   

1950 September – November 
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• The improvement in the standard of meals served both in the Staff Hotel and the Plant 
Cafeteria has produced a noticeable change in moral of the staff as well as the inhabitants 
of the Village.  The dissatisfaction seen in September permeated the whole staff and had a 
very serious effect on the morale of all employees.  The cause has now been mainly 
removed.   

• There is still a need for a Community Church with nearly 800 children in the Village but with 
the prospect of this structure being erected, this deficiency will be eliminated.   

• The formation of a local Science Association with the object of bringing distinguished 
lecturers to the Village is meeting a cultural requirement which is greatly appreciated.  It will 
be realized that it will be particularly of value to the women living in the Village.   

• There has been a great improvement in the nursing situation in the hospitals.  Owing to the 
differential in salaries and cost of board in city hospitals, our nurses were leaving, partly 
also on account of the poor-quality meals.  This is now corrected and the situation is again 
very satisfactory.   

• During the period, 54 children were born and there were 219 admissions to the Village 
hospital.  So far this year 180 babies have been born and 493 since the hospital was 
opened.  The doctors made 4.772 visitations during the three months. 

• The number of employees at the end of November was 1,182 and the maximum number at 
any time was 1,222 (including summer workers). Of the total, 211 are scientific and 204 
technical.  During the period this was an increase of 4 in scientific and decrease of 15 in 
technical.  With the increase in activity of industry caused by the rearmament program, it 
will be more difficult to obtain technical assistants at present salary scales.   

 
1950 December -1951 February 

• The Village Hospital had more than 5,500 visitations during the period, 41 children were 
born and beds were occupied for 1,888 hospital-days.  There were 789 routine blood 
examinations made and the same number of urine analyses.  The extension and 
modification of the building which commenced in 1949 is now fully completed affecting a 
more efficient operation of the medical as well as dental services.  A hospital-medical 
insurance plan for employees is now in operation and the total enrollment at the end of the 
year was 764. 

• A curling rink operated by the villagers is proving a very popular addition to the recreational 
facilities in the Village.   

• A community church building is very much needed to meet the requirement of the ever-
increasing number of children attending the services with their parents, now held in the 
recreation hall, which at times cannot accommodate those coming.   

• The population of the Village is approximately 2,000 of which about 800 are children. 
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• A home and school association has been formed which is proving helpful to both the 
teachers and parents in discussing matters related to the pupils’ progress and in planning 
their future educational prospects. 

• The dwellings being constructed in the Village are progressing slowly and when completed, 
will alleviate to some extent the present shortage.  The general morale of the employees and 
those living in the Village appears at present to be satisfactory. 

• The total number of employees at the end of March was 1,268 of which about 430 were 
scientific and technical personnel. 

1951 March-May 
• The total number of employees at the end of May was 1,265 of which 451 were scientific or 

technical.  There were 661 payroll employees of which 60% were veterans.   
• During the period, 41 children were born in the village hospital; the total number of visits 

was 5,5299 and there were 232 admissions.  There has been an outbreak of infantile 
diarrhea and also an outbreak of measles – otherwise health of the Village has been good.  
Owing to the continued increase in outside applicants to the hospital which has been 
overtaxing our staff, restrictions have been imposed on medical services to non-resident 
patients. 

1951 June -August  
• Work on straightening the road between Chalk River and the Plant is proceeding.  M.G. 

Henniger Ltd. have this contract and will also pave the roads in the Village.   
• Permanent foundations have been placed under all the wartime houses in the Village and 

the clearing for the new high school has been completed.  About 64 of the 75 dwellings 
being built in the Village are finished and occupied but landscaping and road-surfacing 
await.   

• On July 1 the operation of the Village reverted to NRC (from CMHC) after the transfer on 
April 1.  In addition to the houses, construction is proceeding on the community church and 
a small addition to the public school.  Repairs have been made to the effluent pipe from the 
Imhoff tank.  The annual flower show of the Deep River Horticultural Society was held with a 
large number of entries.  Many of the first houses are in much need of painting, work on 
which is now in progress.  Monday, July 2, was celebrated in the village as “Charter Day” 
when the charter of incorporation of the Deep River Community Association was officially 
presented to Dr. E.G. Sinclair, V-P of the “Association” who, with energy and leadership, 
organized a most successful series of events lasting the whole day for both adults and 
children.  The celebrations ended with a display of fireworks. 

• There are 1,394 employees at the Project and also 30 visiting professors and graduate 
students.  During the three months 1,441,064 passengers were transported by buses which 
covered 167,841 miles.  The health of the population has been good and of the 43 babies 
born in the hospital during the period, the parents of only 19 live in the Village, this number 
of new arrivals being somewhat less than normal for Deep River.  The hospital has, however, 
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been filled to capacity on several occasions, partly due to emergency cases brought in from 
highway accidents. 

1951 September-November 
• In the Village, work on the High School and the Staff Hotel Annex has commenced.  The 

erection of the Church is proceeding slowly and the houses constructed by Tremblay are 
now ready for occupancy.  The total number of dwellings in the Village is now 527.  The road 
in front of the shopping center has ben widened to provide parking spaces which has 
relieved the congestion in that area.  The exteriors of 85 Wartime houses have been painted.  

• There are more than fifty active clubs and groups in the Village offering facilities to the 
inhabitants.  Among new activities are the Sea Scouts and the establishment of night 
school classes ranging from first year university courses in physics, mathematics, and 
French conversation to more technical advanced courses in calculus, pile theory, nuclear 
physics and chemistry. 

• The total number of employees at the end of November was 1,402 of which 440 were 
scientific and technical personnel.  More than 50 scientific and technical personnel 
resigned during the period, about 80% of which were technical men who were attracted by 
the higher salaries offered by industries.  During the same period, 30 new men were hired. 

1951 December-1952 March 
• In the Village, the High School framework is up as is that of the Staff Hotel Annex. The area 

where the new houses are to be constructed by CMHC is cleared. The Community Church 
is erected and the brick work completed.  The large swamp area to the east of Beach 
Avenue is cleared of brush and will be drained for a housing area in the future.  There are at 
present 527 dwellings in the Village all of which are assigned or occupied.  

• There were 42 births in the Village during the period, 293 admissions to the hospital and 
7,302 professional visits Dr. R.M. Taylor has had consultations with Dr. G.M. Agnew on the 
future plan for the hospital as the Village expands with a view to keeping its operation as 
efficient as possible. Dr. Agnew is a specialist in hospital design and management. 

• The evening classes held in the Village on advanced nuclear physics, nuclear chemistry, 
calculus and electronic circuitry have continued with beneficial results both to those 
attending and to the lecturers.  

1952 April-June 
• Note:  AECL came into being on April 1, 1952, and this is the first Keys report labeled as 

“AECL” as opposed to “NRC”.  Changes in style are noted with far less details on the 
operation and status of the “Village”. This first report said nothing about the Village.   

1952 July-September 
• In the Village, the addition to the staff hotel is nearing completion and the 100 new 

dwellings west of Wolfe Street will be ready for occupancy by the end of November.  The 
new streets that have been opened up have been named after famous scientists namely, 
Dalton, Thomson, Rutherford, and Faraday.   
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• The Community Church is complete and services are now being held every Sunday.  With 
over 800 children in the Village, some now reaching high-school age in greater numbers it is 
a welcome improvement to have a few classrooms available in the new Deep River High 
School thus reducing the necessity of transporting a large number of children to Pembroke – 
thirty miles away.   

• During the summer, work on a nine-hole golf course has proceeded.  The members have 
contributed over $6,000 for this project and have spent many evenings and weekends 
supplying labour parties to get the rough land south-east of the Village into shape for 
playing.  At present only seven holes are being constructed but plans for two additional 
fairways are being drawn up.   

• Apart from the usual social and handicrafts clubs of various types, the more highly-
specialized courses, most at a graduate level, are again operating at the Deep River 
Extension School.  These courses are on Quantum Mechanics, Advanced Calculus, Reactor 
Design, and Nuclear Chemistry, are all self-supporting, and are of value to the staff, both for 
those who are acquiring new knowledge and for those delivering the lectures.  Such work is 
also of value to the Project and is being encouraged.   

1952 October -December 
• Nothing reported about the Village. 

1953 January-March 
• The new Plant hospital is now roofed in and work is proceeding on internal fittings.   
• The general operation of the Plant and the Village continues satisfactorily. 

1953 April-June 
• Construction on a low-background lab at the Village for the chemists and the standardization 

groups has started.   
• There were 1,657 employees at the Project at the end of June of which 346 were scientific.   

1953 July-December 
• Special low-background physics and chemical labs have been erected in Deep River and 

are in use for making measurements so low-intensity radioactive sources.   
• An addition to the High School was completed by the Central Mortgage and Housing 

Corporation in time for the opening of the school session in September. 
• The new theatre for moving pictures is nearing completion by the Theatre Holding Company, 

Toronto. 
• One of the Camp buildings in the Village has been renovated with the assistance of club 

members to provide facilities for certain recreational activities such as the Drama Club, 
Woodworking Club and the Choral Society.   

• An addition to the Curling Club, which provides two extra sheets of ice, was erected with the 
aid of a loan and a financial grant from the Community Association, besides funds 
subscribed by the members.   
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• Dr. C.J. Mackenzie resigned as President of the Company and W.J. Bennett was appointed 
his successor on November 1.   

• The total number of employees on the Project, apart from those employed by the C.D. Howe 
Company and the Foundation Company, at the end of December was 1,779 of which 578 
were scientific and technical staff.  

• The physical condition of the Village houses, rods and lawns have been maintained in good 
condition and the various recreational facilities have been adequate.  There have been the 
usual plays, operas and competitions arranged by the clubs and societies and many of the 
inhabitants of Deep River have taken an interest in training various teams and groups of 
teen-aged children.   

• The use of the Village library has increased to such an extent that some expansion of space 
is necessary. 

• The construction of 65 new dwellings has commenced and plans for future expansion are 
being studied. 

• The cooperation of the employees in furthering the interests of the Company in its many 
facets has been very satisfactory.   

 
Starting in January 1954, there were monthly Reports as well as Summary ones each quarter.  We 
follow the Monthly ones closely and only monitor the Quarterly ones for any additional items. 
 
1954 January 

• In the Village, thirteen basements of new houses have been poured and the erection of the 
superstructure of some is well advanced.  

1954 February 
• Nineteen basements of the 79 houses to be constructed in the Village have been poured 

and 13 of the houses have been completely roofed in.  The framework on the other six is 
under erection.  All the water and sewer mains are in and twenty laterals to the houses 
completed.   

• The total number of employees at the end of February was 1,767 of which 873 were salaried 
staff.   

• The various clubs and associations have had an active month in the village and the general 
health of the inhabitants has been good.  

1954 January-March (Quarterly) 
• A completely new electrical control panel for distributing and metering energy supplied to 

the Project and Townsite has been completed in the heating plant. 
• Inn the village, the out-patient wing of the hospital has been finished, 35 foundations of new 

houses are poured and 26 units have rough framing erected.  Outside sewers and water 
mains and laterals have been completed for 64 units.  About 15% of the electric poles are 
erected and the woods cleared for all the lines.   
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• The two low-background labs in the Village are now in use for making measurements on 
very weak sources such as the intercomparison of small amounts of isotopes between the 
government labs in the US and Great Britain.  When the reactor is in operation at the Plant, 
there is always a slight background produced.  Even though only a few counts per minute, it 
is sufficient to make it difficult to perform an accurate measurement of a very weak active 
isotope.  The Village labs are very useful for this purpose.   

• There were 45 babies born in the Village hospital during the period and the doctors made 
and received more than 4,000 visits. Since January 1, the dentists have been practising in a 
private capacity and this has been quite satisfactory to all concerned.   

• There have been the usual number of lectures given at the Plant and general addresses in 
the Village by distinguished guest speakers to the Deep River Science Association, which 
organizes these lectures for the benefit of those living in the community. 

• On March 31 the total number of employees at the Project was 1,766 of which 889 were 
prevailing rate and 877 salari4ed personnel.   

1954 April-May 
• In the Village, of the 79 houses being erected, excavation for 67 is done, 64 foundations are 

in, 48 have completed framing and roofs are shingled on 40.  All water lines and sewers are 
completed.   

• An additional pump is being installed for the water supply and plans have been made for 
moving the tennis courts to a new location, since their present site is to be used for the 
erection of single specialty shops (stores) as an addition to the shopping facilities.  

• The total number of employees at this Project as of the end of may was 1,840 of which 903 
were payroll.    

• On May 27, the wives of employees living in Deep River were given a tour of the Library, 
Physics Research Lab and NRX which was much appreciated as it was the first time they 
had seen the inside of the Plant area.  Over 300 came in bus loads of 40, leaving the Village 
at scheduled times and they spent 1.5 h at the Plant site being shown around by guides.  
Many requests had been made by the Deep River Women’s Club to visit the Plant and this 
tour was arranged to meet this interest.  A small special folder was made up and presented 
to each wife as a memento of their visit. 

 
 
1954 April-June (Quarterly) 

• In the Village, the main water pipe from the pump house to the water tower has had to be 
rerouted to avoid passing under the area on which a new public school is to be built (Keys). 
The number of children reaching school age has increased to such an extent that the 
present public school will not accommodate them.  There is no room for additions to the 
present school so a new building will be erected west of the high school which will serve 
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the children from the west part of the Village where all the new houses have been recently 
constructed.  

• Foundations on 75 of the new houses are complete and framing of 59 of them finished.  
The internal gyproc has been done in 35, interior painting on 18.  One house has been 
handed over for occupancy.  The power lines for 64 houses are erected and all sewers and 
water lines are finished.  The landscaping, road and walks to the new High School have 
been done.   

• (The ladies visit, in more detail) The executive of the Deep River Women’s Club had 
requested on several occasions that permission be granted for a visit to the Plant of the 
wives of the men working there, as none of the wives had been permitted to enter the Plant 
area.   As a result of deliberations with the President, it was agreed to bring all of those who 
so desired (with the exception of any pregnant women) into the Project on a guided tour of 
the NRX pile building, the Library and the Physics research laboratory.  Nine bus loads at 
half-hour intervals left the Village and the tour took one and one half hours at the Plant.  
Husbands of some of the women on each bus, acted as guides.  The 318 women who 
came appreciated the opportunity of seeing the laboratories and were also given a drive 
round the other parts of the project.  It was a very good act in public relations and well 
worth the time given to it by those who assisted.  A photograph of a typical group being 
shown the self-serve openings I the NRX pile is shown.   

 
• The various recreational facilities in the Village, such as the tennis, yacht golf and 

beach activities are all active, the various clubs having contributed to the operating 
costs by members fees.   

• The site of the Tennis Club must be moved as its present location is to be used for 
additional shops.  The new location will be down near the river and some arrangements 
will be made with the Yacht Club so as to bring both into the same area.   

• The Horticultural Society is active and the Village gardens are attractive and well kept.  
1954 June 
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• Work on the Village houses is going ahead about as expected, the rerouting of the main 
water pipe to the water tank has been completed and grading of the area for the new tennis 
courts, where the icehouses used to be, has commenced.  The lights and fencing of the old 
tennis courts have been dismantled.   

1954 July 
• In the Village, all foundations of the new houses are completed, framing on 70 houses 

finished and chimneys on 59 erected.  The roofs on 63 houses are shingled, flooring laid in 
23 houses and 20 houses are more or less finished.  Three of the houses are now occupied. 

• The total number of employees at the end of the month was 1,937, of which 59 were 
summer visitors.   

• On July 30, His Royal Highness, The Duke of Edinburgh, visited the Project arriving by plane 
on Lake Maskinonge.  He visited the NRX pile building, Isotope Separation Lab and NRU 
building being shown various parts of these buildings and given explanations of their 
construction, the experiments going on and the preparation of isotopes by Mr. Hatfield, Dr. 
Lewis, Dr. Laurence and Mr. Gilbert.  He had lunch with senior staff and left immediately 
after by plane for Ottawa.  The visit was a very successful one and our distinguished visitor 
appeared to enjoy the time spent at the Project.  He was met at the dock by Mr. Bennett who 
accompanied him on the tour.   

1954 August 
• Work on the houses in the Village is proceeding quite satisfactorily.  The excavations and 

foundations of all 79 houses are complete and the framing finished on 76 of them.  
Chimneys and shingling of the roofs are done on 71, exterior finishing on 66 and 24 have 
been turned over for occupancy.  Families are now living in most of these houses though the 
roads and landscaping are not finished but are in rough condition.  It is expected that the 
roads will be laid before the winter but there will be no attempt to do any landscaping this 
autumn.  The houses are very attractive both inside and outside.  One particular 
improvement is the type of oil furnace which has been installed and the heating ducts, 
which leave a very commodious basement which can serve as a playroom for children and 
other useful purposes.   

• The tennis courts are now finished in their new location and the new dock for the Yacht Club 
with the steel piling at the end of the pier which has been driven, is now erected. 

• Work has begun on the new shopping center where the tennis courts formerly were. 
1954 September-October 

• In the Village, an addition to the library has been completed and improvements have been 
made in the mens’ locker room, sports lounge and crafts room, all located in the 
Community Center building.   

• The framework of the Yacht and Tennis Club is erected and the skating rink change-hut has 
been moved to the new location of the open-air skating rink near ‘Hill House” on the west 
side of the Village.   
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• 81 garages have been constructed in the Village. 
• The brick walls and partitions as well as the roof of the new shopping center are built. 
• All 79 new houses in the Village are completed except the exterior painting of 10 and the 

interior painting of 15.  Forty-three of these houses are now occupied.  No landscaping has 
been done and the roads are still in rough gravel.   

• The space for the new public school has been cleared.   
• At the end of October there were 1,874 employees of which 961 were salaried personnel. 

1954 November 
• All the houses in the Village are now complete except one in which the interior painting is 

not finished.  Only eight of the 79 new houses were unoccupied at the end of the month.   
• A number of garages are being erected in the Village, some in units of four, others two, and a 

few single ones. 
• An item of interest is that the Deep River Hospital has been granted full accreditation by the 

Joint Committee on the accreditation of hospitals.  Less than 40% of the hospitals in 
Canada have received such recognition.  It means that the standard of care and the work of 
the doctors as well as the services provided have met the requirements of the Committee. 
This is a great honour to Dr. Taylor, the medical director, and his staff to have a hospital of 
this size to receive this recognition.   

• A documentary film of the Project fore the CBC Television Division was taken during the last 
week of the month.   

1954 December 
• In the Village, all the 79 houses are finished and the basements of the 50 new houses are 

poured.   
• The foundation of the new public school in the northern end of the village (Keys) is finished 

and the framework of the walls is partly up.   
• Work is continuing on the interior of the shops being erected where the tennis courts used 

to be but this work seems to be progressing slowly. 
• The new Yacht-Tennis clubhouse is now entirely closed in and a small force are at work on 

the interior part of the building.  This is a small structure and is being erected under 
contract. 

• The total number of employees at the end of December was 1,893 of which 631 were 
professional and technical; 905 were prevailing rate personnel.  

1955 January 
• There were a number of 3-car, 6-car 2-car and single car garages built in the Village.   
• The framework of the new public school is up. 
• The outside sewers and water lines for the fifty new houses are about 65% complete. 
• Work is still progressing on the interior finishing of the new shops but they will not be ready 

for occupancy until late in February. 
• Laurier is one of the new streets in the western portion of Deep River. 
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• The total number of employees at the end of January was 1,915 of which 1,010 were staff 
members. 

1955 February 
• In the town of Deep River, the coffee shop is being remodelled for the Honey Dew, which 

has it rented.  It should be ready for operation about the middle of March and will provide a 
very attractive place in the Village for obtaining meals at times when the regular dining room 
at the Staff Hotel is closed and also for visitors to the Village.  

• The foundation of the new public school is complete and about 40% of the framing.  The 
water and sewer lines to this building are about 75% laid.   

• About 43% of the water and sewer lines are complete for the 50 new houses under 
construction in the Village. 

• Several of the stores in the new shopping center are nearing completion. 
• The usual cultural and social activities in the Village continued throughout the month, the 

children taking advantage of the snow and the weather for skiing and hockey matches. 
1955 March 

• The framing of the new public school is about 80% complete.  
• 85% of the water and sewer lines for the 50 new houses are in. 
• The new shopping addition was officially opened on February 26, which consists of five 

specialty stores that will provide a definite convenience to the inhabitants. They consist of a 
hardware, a jewellery, shoe, men’s and women’s clothing shops as well as a book, magazine 
and candy store which is a branch of Tierney’s Drug Store.  The Ontario Liquor Control outlet 
is not yet in operation. 

• The new Honey Dew Restaurant was officially opened on March 26. 
• The total number of employees at the end of March was 1,927 of which 658 were scientists 

and technicians, 903 prevailing rate and the remaining administration and clerical.  The 
contractors had about 660 men on construction in the Plant area and the Village.  

• On March 24, the Right Honourable C.D. Howe made the announcement concerning the 
plans to construct a prototype reactor which will deliver 20,000kW of electrical energy. 

1955 April 
• In the Village, considerable progress has been made on the new public school.  The framing 

is complete and the water and sewers connected.   
• All water and sewer lines to the 50 new houses are finished and about half of the excavations 

done.  Several basement foundations are in. 
• Lawns in the Village have been fertilized and the inhabitants are getting their gardens into 

shape so the Village is looking very attractive.   
1955 May 

In the Village, the foundations of two fifths of the new houses are complete and the new 
public school is finished except for the inside and about 90% of the framing is done. 

1955 June  
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• A new warehouse is being constructed in Deep River and the foundation of that is in.  
• The new public school is finished outside and many of the inside partitions are up.  The 

painting is not yet done. 
• All the excavations of the fifty new houses is finished and 60% of the foundations are 

complete.  About 15% of the framing of these houses is complete.  Landscaping of the houses 
on Faraday and Rutherford has now commenced.   

• On June 16, members of the Deep River Women’s Club were given a tour of the Plant.   
• The total number of employees at the end of June was 2,114 of which 677 were professional 

and technical personnel, and 56 were summer students or professors.  
1955 July 

• The new public school is about 90% complete.  The interior painting and some plumbing 
fixtures are still to be finished.  Work on landscaping around it and also around houses on 
Rutherford is proceeding satisfactorily.   

• The 50 new houses are about 22% complete.  All the basements have been poured and the 
framing is complete on other houses.   

• A few illustrations of these new streets and houses may be of interest, for practically every 
street in Deep River at one time had a similar appearance, but with landscaping, lawns and 
flowers, they become transformed into very attractive gardens.  (Several poor-quality 
reproductions follow but only one is reproduced here.) 

• The erection of log fences along the Staff Hotel front and in the neighbourhood of the 
shopping center have added to the settings of flower gardens, lawns and parking space. 

 
1955 August 

• In the Village, the service material storage building is complete. 
• The new public school is about 96% completed and six rooms will be used this year on 

opening of the school session on September 6.   
• All the foundations of the 50 new houses are finished, 80% of the framing is done, and about 

half the houses have roofs on.  About 26% of the plumbing is complete and 48% of the 
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electrical wiring.  The houses are thus about 40% complete.  A large part of the landscaping 
of the new streets on which these houses were built last year and the year before is finished 
and paving of these streets – part of Faraday and Rutherford, should commence next 
month. 

• The members of the Yacht and Tennis Club have finished the interior of their club house and 
lights have been erected on the tennis courts. 

• A large number of the senior research staff were away most of the month attending the 
Geneva Conference.  

• A rather unique event during the month was the International Y-flyer yacht races which were 
held this year at the Deep River Yacht Club.  Dr. Hugh Carmichael had won the cup last year 
at the Pointe Claire Yacht Club, sailing his boat there and so the contestants had to come to 
Deep River to compete for the cup here.  There were 34 boats taking part, one coming from 
Texas, two from Georgia and several from Toronto, Montreal and Ottawa.  The cup was won 
by Harry Jones from Pointe Claire Yacht Club.  The races were held August 26-28.  

• The hours of work for the salaried staff were altered during the month to be 37.5 h per week.  
A reduction in the hours for the payroll staff will be effected next month. 

• At the end of August the number of employees was 2,180 of which 685 were scientific and 
technical. 

1955 September 
• The 50 houses being constructed by McFarlane Construction Co. are about 60% complete, 

all foundations are in, 85% of the roofing and framing done, and 43% of the heating and 
internal wiring finished.  

• A contract has been let to Rennick-Brown Construction Co. for an additional 50 houses, 
which will be of brick and stucco construction. 

• The new public school is open, the landscaping done and the laying of pavement 
commenced.   

• Both public schools and the high school opened on September 6.  There were 569 pupils in 
the former and 100 in the high school.  There were 22 teachers of which four were in the high 
school.    

• With the landscaping of Rutherford and Faraday completed, the Village presents a very 
attractive appearance for visitors.  The inhabitants have kept their lawns and gardens in 
good order and the usual recreational activities are well attended.   

• The fall Horticultural Show was not quite as extensive as last year, partly due to the dry 
summer causing the flowers to mature early. 

• The health and morale of the employees and their families in the Village are quite 
satisfactory. 

• The total number of employees at the end of September was 2,144. 
1955 October 
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• The paving of Rutherford and Faraday is finished.  The landscaping on these streets is also 
complete.   

• The 50 houses being built by McFarlane Construction are all erected and roofing done.  The 
flooring is 30% finished, exterior painting 12%, interior 10%.  The plumbing and heating 
installation is about 10% complete. 

• The Rennick and Brown Construction Co., who are building 50 additional houses, have 10% 
of the excavations done.   

1955 November 
• Work has started on the erection of 50 garages beside the new houses which have been 

built in the Village.   
• The fifty houses being constructed by McFarlane Construction are about 76% complete; the 

insulation, flooring, heating and painting in some houses remains to be done. 
• The 50 houses to be built by Rennick and Brown Construction have been started and the 

foundations of 20 basements have been poured, all excavations having been dug. 
• The Village now extends in places to its present northern or western boundary.  
• A notice has been sent to all those occupying houses in the Village of Deep River outlining 

the proposed incorporation of the Village, conditions of sale of houses to tenants, the price 
for each house and other pertinent information.  The report was received very favourably by 
the community and, from conservation and remarks heard, it appears that many members 
of the staff will be inclined to purchase houses on the basis of the proposed conditions.  A 
meeting was held in the Village under the auspices of the Ontario Municipal Board at which 
the procedure for incorporation was outlined, and those living in the area to be included in 
the municipality were given the opportunity to express any opinion which they may have to 
the Board.  The only criticism came from the neighbouring municipality in regard to certain 
adjoining areas which they would lose under the proposed outline, but it is expected that 
some adjustment may be made to meet this.   

• Clyde Kennedy is preparing a booklet to be used in obtaining staff, outlining the types of 
work and employees the Company is seeking from university graduates.  It will also give 
some account of the attractive living conditions in Deep River, as well as accommodation 
available in Pembroke.  Certain member of staff are now arranging to visit the universities to 
interview possible candidates and this booklet will be available for distribution. 

• The summer recreational activities being now over, numerous winter clubs are again 
offering a variety of entertainment.  Curling has started: the Drama Club has already put on 
one play and others are being prepared. The Choral Society are busy on a production.  The 
bowling, bridge, ceramics, photographic, badminton, dancing and smaller groups offer 
facilities for all kinds of recreation. 

• The educational facilities are also being provided again and the evening classes on 
Advanced Nuclear Physics by Dr. L.G. Elliott, Reactor Physics Engineering by E. Critoph, 
Calculus by Dr. J.S. Fraser and Elementary Russian by G. Zotov, are being well attended.  
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Each person taking a course pays a fee and the lecturers receive some renumeration, the 
instruction thus being a serious study. This night school operates without any cost to the 
Company and is an excellent training ground both for the lecturers and the men attending 
the courses.  If we could sometime make arrangements with a university to have similar 
courses of an undergraduate standard given in Deep River, it would enable many a young 
man employed at the Plant to gain a higher education.   

• The total number of employees at the end of November was 2,197. 
1955 December-1956 January 

• 85% of the fifty houses being constructed by McFarlane Construction have been completed 
and 35 of these are now occupied.   

• All excavations for the 50 houses being erected by Rennick-Brown Construction Co. are 
complete and 74% of the foundations in.  About 20% of the framing of these houses is done. 

• Paving of the walks and entrances to the garages of 79 houses is complete. 
• Work on 50 garages has commenced.   
• The group of engineers working on plans for a larger power reactor under Harold Smith have 

been joined by two new men and several of our employees who have been with us for some 
years have accepted positions with commercial industries.  This is particularly the case 
with technicians who acquire considerable knowledge in electronics at the Project and thus 
become very valuable to industry and also in some cases new large companies desire more 
mature, experienced men and can offer greater renumeration for their services.  This is 
however to be expected and provided we can continue to find and attract first-class young 
men, and our senior staff remain, this can be viewed as a proper contribution to our 
national progress by a publicly-funded project.   

• The number of employees at the end of January was 2,207 and of those 708 were technical 
and scientific.   

1956 February-March 
• The 50 garages of the McFarland houses have been erected but some electrical wiring and 

painting remain to be done.  
• The fifty new houses under construction by the Rennick-Brown Company are about 25% 

overall completed.  All excavations are done; 78% of the foundations poured and 74% of the 
framing finished.  The inserting of door and window frames, plumbing and electrical work is 
about 20% done.   

• There are at present 750 dwellings in the Village and accommodation for about 400 people 
in the Staff Hotel, Annex and dormitories.  The present population of the Village is 3,100, a 
large fraction of which are children.  

• Three deaths occurred in the Village during February.  On February 1, Horace Woods, a desk 
clerk at the Staff Hotel, died suddenly of a heart attack.  The next day, Dr. E. Hansen, one of 
our dentists, died of a similar affliction, quite unexpectedly, though he had been suffering 
from a heart ailment.  On February 23, Dr. A.J. Cipriani died suddenly of a stroke.  He was in 
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at work as usual in the morning but not feeling well, he returned home.  His wife called a 
doctor and he was removed to the hospital but passed away in the afternoon.  His death is a 
great loss to the Project and he is the first senior member of our staff to die on active duty. 
(Dr. Keys continues in his report to talk about Cipriani’s accomplishments and then 
attaches Obits from the spring issue of the bulletin Canadian Association of Physicists, and 
a long editorial from the Montreal Star dated February 25, 1956.) 

• The total number of employees at the end of March was 2,199 of which 729 were scientific 
and technical personnel. 

1956 April 
• All excavations of the fifty houses being built in the Village are dug and 85% of the 

foundations poured.  The framing is 80% complete, door frames and windows 30%, 
plumbing 20% and electrical wiring about 30%. 

• Gordon W. Hatfield, Manager of Industrial Operations, resigned on April 15 to accept 
employment with Carbide Chemicals Limited in Montreal, after having been associated 
with the Project since 1944.  On the same day, W.J. Greenway, Chief Accountant, retired 
after 43 years of service in the Canadian Government and AECL.   We regret the loss of 
these two members of our staff, who have been so long with us and who made a definite 
contribution to the success of the Project. 

• The Corporation of the Improvement District of Deep River came into effect on April 16.  
On April 28, T.W. Morison, Manager, Administration Division, was sworn in as Chairman of 
the Trustees to administer the Corporation; Dr. A.J. Mooradian as Vice-Chairman; and F.E. 
Tierney (druggist) as the third member of the Board.  (A photo of the swearing-in ceremony 
was attached.  It shows L-R: A.H. Butler (Department of Municipal Affairs), T.W. Morrison, 
A.G. Skelly (Minister of Community Church), F.E. Tierney and Dr. A.J. Mooradian.  What role 
Skelly played in not clear.)  

 
• On April 28, the Department of External Affairs released an announcement of the gift to 

India of a research reactor of a somewhat modified NRX design.  Shawinigan Engineering 
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Co. Ltd. are responsible for certain modifications in the design of the NRX reactor which are 
required since sea water must be used for cooling rather than fresh water.   

• The number of employees at the end of the month was 2,198 of which 1,073 were prevailing 
rate.  

1956 May 
• The construction of the houses in the Village does not appear to be advancing as it should.  

The foundations of all fifty houses being built are poured but little progress is being made on 
the framing of all of them.  This refers to the new houses being constructed by Rennick-
Brown although they are busy cutting lumber for the houses in a central shop at the site so 
as to proceed more rapidly with the erection later.   

• The houses by McFarland Construction Co. are now practically complete and landscaping 
is being done around them.   

• The Yacht and Tennis clubhouse is now completely closed in, the floor laid and the inside 
fairly well completed.  This work was done by the members themselves and they have done 
an excellent job.   The building looks very attractive and will add much to community life.   

• The total number of employees at the end of May was 2,287 of which 1,091 were hourly rate, 
365 scientific and 775 technical and administrative.  In addition, contractors had 545 men 
working at the Plant and in the Village.   

1956 June 
• The Rennick-Brown houses are only 28% complete but the 50 houses built by the McFarlane 

Construction Co. and the garages are finished.  
• Work on clearing the brush for the laying of the new water line from the pump house to the 

water tower along the pump rod has been finished.   
• The plans and specifications of the 110 houses to be constructed east of LeCaron Street 

are ready but the awarding of the contract for their erection has not been given. 
• The Golf Club House was officially opened on June 23.  Much of the work on this building 

was performed by the members including the construction of the fine, grate fireplace of 
stone.   

• Mention should be made of the visit of the President of the Republic of Indonesia, Dr. 
Sukarno, with a party of 37 members of his staff on June 6.  He was accompanied by L.J. 
Cardin (Parliamentary Assistant to L.B. Pearson), E. D’Arcy McGreer and a number of 
reporters, photographers and CBC officials.  They came by special train to Chalk River 
where the President was met on arrival by senior members of AECL staff and the public 
school children and boy scouts of Chalk River.   Dr. Sukarno was apparently much 
interested in children and was pleased by the reception. After a Plant tour, the group was 
taken to the Village where Dr. Sukarno visited each class of the Keys Public School and gave 
the children brief talks on Indonesia.  Though he hastened through the reactor buildings in 
less than one half hour, he spent over an hour at the school.  He requested that all the 
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children be assembled outside and after the children had sung “O Canada” and ‘Happy 
Birthday”, (it being his birthday) he and his staff sang patriotic Indonesian songs to them. 

1956 July  
• The fifty houses being constructed by Rennick-Brown are only 45% complete overall.  Some 

repair work on foundations has been necessary owing to faulty construction.   
• Paving of Laurier Street and other portions in the new area in which the McFarland houses 

were constructed has been done. 
• The trench for the new water supply pipe has been completed up the pump house road as 

far as the school and about two-thirds of the pipe laid.   
• Dr. L.G. Cook has resigned and has accepted a position with the Research Lab of the 

General Electric Company in Schenectady.  Dr. W.M. Campbell has been appointed 
Director of the Chemistry and Metallurgy Division in charge of both the nuclear chemistry 
research section and the chemical engineering branch.  Dr. R.H. Betts will head the 
research section and Dr. A.M. Aikin the engineering branch of this division.   

1956 August 
• Work on the fifty houses being constructed by Rennick-Brown is proceeding but only 50% 

complete.  It is not expected that any paving will be done this year. 
• The landscaping around the McFarland houses recently constructed is scheduled to be 

carried out during September-October. 
• The water main up the pump house road has been laid as far as the school and the 

excavation across Alder Crescent is completed. 
• The total number of employees at the end of August was 2,388. 

1956 September 
• The pipeline from the pump house in the Village to Alder Crescent is laid and almost 

completely covered over with sand. 
• The construction of the Rennick-Brown houses is about 60% overall completed. 
• On September 4, a party of 27 engineers and physicists arrived from India to gain 

experience in operating the NRX reactor so they will be familiar with the one that Canada is 
giving to India under the Columbo Plan.  The men are being trained by R.E. Manson. The 
Indians seem to getting along quite well and have already formed a cricket club to play 
against visiting clubs on the weekends.   

• A notable event during the month was the “Turning of the Sod” for the NPD reactor at Des 
Joachims on September 19.  

• On Saturday, September 22, an “Open House” was held at the Plant, each employee being 
permitted to bring in one guest to see where he/she worked and were allowed to visit the 
Library building and the two reactors. Nine hundred and sixty-two took advantage of this 
first occasion on which an employee might bring in his wife, or parent, each individual 
providing his own transportation. It was much appreciated by the employees.   

1956 October 
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• The second water line from Alder Crescent to the pump house is completed and work on 
the concrete part of the new Imhoff tank in the Village almost finished.  

• Work on the new surgical wing to the Village hospital is proceeding. 
• The 50 Rennick-Brown houses are about 70% completed and it is expected that some 

houses will be handed over to the Company next month. 
• Work on the new bus garage in the Village has commenced.  
• On October 4/5 Sir John and Lady Cockcroft were in Deep River and advantage was taken of 

their presence to dedicate and open the two public schools in the Village as the “Cockcroft” 
and “Keys” public schools.  Left to right in the photograph are: Dr D.A. Keys, W.F. 
Glendenning (Principal of Public Schools), T.W. Morison and Sir John D. Cockcroft. 

 

 
• Jac Cropley, Supervisor, Employee Welfare (Deep River), arranged a tour for the Indian group 

who were here over October 27/28.  They visited the Ford Motor Company plant in Oakville, 
The Steel Company of Canada in Hamilton and the Niagara Falls power plants of the Hydro 
Power Commission of Ontario.  

1956 November 
• Work is proceeding satisfactorily on the addition to the surgical wing of the Village hospital, 

the new bus garage and the extension of the premises of the Bank of Montreal.    
• The additional Imhoff disposal building is finished externally. 
• The basements are dug and the foundations partly completed for the eight prefabricated 

houses on MacDonald Street.  Six of these are being built by Ontario Hydro for their staff 
who will be here and the other two for employees of AECL.   

• Construction of the 50 houses being built by Rennick-Brown is about 81% complete. 
• The landscaping of the houses constructed by McFarland was 60% completed before the 

snow came and no further work will be done on the remaining lawns until next spring.  
• His excellency The Governor General Mr. Massey,  Mrs. L. Massey and Aids made a visit to 

the Village and the Project on November 30.  They were driven around the village and His 
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Excellency, after being presented to T.W. Morison, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, the 
other two Trustees, clergy and school principals, addressed the children on the playing 
field.    

• A second weekend visit to Canadian points of interest for the Indian group was arranged by 
Jac Cropley.  They visited the Algoma steel works in Sault Ste. Marie, the Blind River uranium 
mines, Espanola, Sudbury and North Bay, hiring a Colonial Bus and paying their own 
expenses.   

• The total number of employees (including those at Commercial Products) at the end of 
November was 2,372.  

1956 December 
• Work on the new surgical wing of the Village hospital is progressing and appears to be about 

75% completed.   
• The ground has been cleared for the NPD reactor and some excavation has been done. 

1957 January 
• Work is proceeding on the new Imhoff building. 
• Work on the surgical and obstetrical wing of the Village hospital is well advanced. 
• Of the fifty houses being constructed by Rennick-Brown, 88% are finished, 16 units 

already handed over to the Company. 
• About 80% of the eight prefabricated cottages are done. 
• Dr. T.J. Hardwick, Research Chemistry, left the Project to join the staff of the Gulf Oil 

Research Lab in Pittsburgh and M. Beam, one of our senior health surveyors, to go to 
Curtis-Wright Co., Pa, USA. 

1957 February 
• The addition to the hospital obstetrical wing is complete 
• Work is proceeding on the additional Imhoff tank. 
• Of the 50 houses being built by Rennick-Brown, 25 have been handed over as complete 

and the others are 91.6% completed.   
• The eight prefabricated houses being built for Ontario Hydro personnel and for the Project 

are well advanced.  Four of them have been allotted for occupancy. 
• The total number of employees at the end of February was 2,362.  Of these, 1,140 were 

hourly rate, 382 scientific and 840 technical and administrative.  The construction 
companies had an additional 597 men working at the Plant and in the Village.   

1957 March 
• Apart from the work on the Imhoff disposal plant addition, little work is now in progress in 

the Village except the construction of the houses. 
• Thirty-three of the 50 Rennick-Brown houses have been handed over as complete and the 

balance are 93% complete.   
•  The number of dwellings in the Village is at present 817. 

1957 April 
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• The bus garage in Deep River is now under construction again and the cement block walls 
and steel framing are completed. 

• Work has also commenced on digging the sewer and water channels in the area at the east 
end of Beach Ave. where some houses are to be erected.   

• Rennick-Brown have now completed 95.8% of their houses. 
• Brad Industries have been awarded the contract for 101 new houses which will be built in 

the Village.  
1957 May 

• The walls and roof of the bus garage in the Village are finished and the doors are being 
installed.  Duct work, sprinkler system and other metal fabrication is going ahead.   

• George Wimpey and Co. Ltd. is constructing the drains and other services for the houses to 
be built beyond Beach Ave.  This has involved a certain amount of blasting and the wet 
muck from the swampy ground is being dug out and replaced with sand.  

• Some of the landscaping for the houses built two years ago in the NW section of the Village 
is now being completed. 

1957 June 
• In the Village, the bus storage garage is finished except for the painting.   
• The new Imhoff plant appears to be completed and the landscaping done. 
• Sixteen garages have been erected. 
•  Work is proceeding on 101 prefab houses. (Beach extension??) 
• All the roads and lots have been surveyed, some water mains and sewers have been 

installed and about one third of the excavations have been carried out. The Wimpey Co. 
have completed about 25% of their job and the Brad Co. about 1% of theirs.   

• D.G. Campbell, the AECL treasurer, has announced his acceptance of the position of 
Comptroller of the McLean-Hunter Publishing Co. Ltd., Toronto.  He will not be leaving, 
however, until the middle of August.   

• The total number of employees at the end of June was 2,497.  Of those, 1,153 were hourly 
personnel, 407 scientific, 850 technical and administrative and 87 summer.  The 
construction companies had an additional 486 men working ait the Plant and in the Village.  

1957 August   
• The bus garage at the entrance to Deep River is now in operation and 62 car garages in the 

Village have been erected, some of which have been completely wired but the majority still 
need electrical work and painting. 

• Wimpey Company have completed about 70% of the services of the 101 prefabricated 
houses that are being built which includes the construction of roads, laying of water and 
sewer lines.  They have also done about 25% of the services for the 36 additional houses 
also being constructed by Brad.  All of the excavations for the 101 houses are completed, 
34% of the foundations are in, 75% of the water and sewer lines finished.  Framing is about 
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20% complete and 12% of the chimneys built.  On the 36 additional houses being 
constructed, 50% of the excavations and about 15% of the water and sewer lines are done. 

• To one like this writer (Dr. Keys), the houses which come in sections and are erected on the 
spot from such prefabricated wall sections do not appear to be substantial, or as well built, 
as the houses whish have been erected in the Village, but this may not be a correct 
impression. 

• There has been a great deal of sand brought in to replace the damp “muck” which has been 
dug out of the ground where some of these prefabricated houses are being erected.  These 
latter dwellings have no basements and no doubt precautions are being taken to prevent 
any cool, spring water rising to come in contact with the concrete foundation.   

• The total number of employees at the end of July was 2,551. 
1957 August 

• 75% of the foundations of the 101 prefabricated houses have been completed and 75% of 
the heating equipment installed.  The overall work on these houses is now 33% finished 
which includes insulation, chimneys, interior walls, furnaces installed, plumbing and wiring 
roughed in etc.   

• On the 36 additional houses being constructed, not of the prefabricated type, 40% of the 
excavations and 15% of the foundations are done.   

• Landscaping by Raymond Crowe and Company has started on Frontenac Crescent and 
paving by Dibblee Construction Co. Ltd. will start the first week of September. 

• On August 2, in the evening, while swimming at Petawawa Point, with three of his 
companions, S. Sitaraman, a member of the Indian group working at the Plant, was 
unfortunately drowned.  None of them were good swimmers and he got beyond his depth 
before his companions could get help.  A special service was held in Pembroke on August 4, 
lead by one of the members of the Indian delegation.    

• On August 23, Harold Shead, who had been the UK Liaison Officer here since February 5, 
1955, left the Project to return to England with his children.  His wife died in Deep River on 
July 8.  He was replaced by J. Stephenson.    

• The Canadian Y-Flyer sailing championship races were held in Deep River on August 10/11.  
Participants came from Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto and other Canadian centers, 26 outside 
boats competing.  The Nationals were a success though the Deep River crews lost the 
championship which they held.   

1957 September-October 
• The Imhoff tank building is finished and the 62 garages being built by our staff are also 

completed.   
• The 101 prefabricated houses being erected are now 59% complete, five of which will be 

ready for occupancy early in November.   
• All the excavations, foundations, water and sewer lines for the additional houses being built 

by Brad.  These are about 29% finished.  



Society for the Preservation of                        Deep River Public Library 
Canada’s Nuclear Heritage, Inc.                    deepriverlibrary.ca/local-history/ 

  

 

• The six-room addition to the Keys school is proceeding, the outside work is completed and 
Sullivan and Son expect to have the addition ready for the opening of school, next January 6.  

• The foundation of the Skating Arena is in.  
• Preparations are underway for construction of water and sewer main extension to Highway 

17 to service those west of Deep River Road.    
• Open House for members of the staff and employees of the company to bring one guest 

each to visit the Project was held on Saturday, September 21.  856 guests of AECL 
personnel toured the Plant.  

• At the end of October, the number of employees was 2,554 of which 424 were professional, 
413 technical, 456 administrative and clerical, one summer worker and 1,260 prevailing 
rate.   

1957 November 
• Highlight of the report was the startup of NRU which achieved criticality at 6:10 am on 

November 3.  This was followed several weeks later when, at 12:05 on November 29, 
the Pool Type Reactor (PTR) achieved criticality.   

• The construction of the 101 prefabricated houses in the Village is about 72% overall 
completed.  The main portion of the work remaining consists of: finished flooring, porches, 
hardware, plumbing fixtures, electric and piping work, plastering walls and ceilings, and 
painting.  The heating equipment is about 48% finished. 

• The remaining 36 houses being constructed, which are not prefabricated type, are about 
52% completed. 

• The World Bank has decided to cooperate with the Italian Electronucleare Nazionale 
Societa to select and build a 150,000 megawatt (this must be a typo and be meant to say 
150,000 kilowatt) electrical nuclear power plant.  Dr. W.B. Lewis has been appointed 
Chairman of the International Panel which has been established by the World bank to 
guide the staff of the project through its work.  

• Dr. R.M. Pearce has gone to work for a year in the Reactors Division of AERE, Harwell, 
England. 

• All but five of the Indian trainees left on November 28 to return to India.  There was a 
farewell party given by the Deep River Community Association at which each member of 
the group was presented with a small copy of a large, framed picture which was made up 
of a mosaic of various photograph depicting characteristic scenes of places they had 
visited and events at the Project and in the Village during their stay.  The large picture will 
be placed in some room of their establishment at Trombay as a constant reminder of their 
sojourn in Canada.   

1957 December  
• Of the 137 houses being constructed in the Village, 35 have been accepted and of these, 25 

are now occupied.  The exterior painting and completion of the porches on a number of the 
remaining houses is being done but a considerable amount of the interior services and 
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carpentry has still to be finished.  Progress is satisfactory and overall completion is about 
76%. 

• Dr. W.G. Cross has been given a year’s leave of absence to take a position on the physics 
staff at the University of Washington State.   

1958 January 
• 54 of the Brad houses have been accepted from the contractors, 23 of which were occupied 

as of January 31.  Overall completion is 85%, the remaining work being porches, exterior 
painting, hardware, plumbing fixtures and electrical work.   

• The skating rink in Deep River has been in use since the middle of December but the official 
opening will be February 21.  The electrical and plumbing work is being completed by 
voluntary forces.   

• The addition to the Kays public school is completed apart from installation of plumbing 
materials. 

• Plans have been drawn up for a Nuclear Power Plant Division of this Company to be situated 
in Toronto.   

1958 February  
• The new 137 houses are 93% complete overall. Sixty-six of them have been allocated, of 

which forty are occupied.  About 60% of the exterior painting remains to be done and a 
considerable amount of interior work is required to finish the 36 “non-prefabs” namely, 
finished flooring laid, interior painting, hardware, plumbing fixtures, electrical work and 
interior walls.   

• T.G. Church, Scientific Administrative Officer, Reactor research and Development Division, 
has been appointed a scientific secretary for the Second International Conference on 
Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy which will be held in Geneva September 1-13.  He has been 
given leave of absence to do this work for the next six or seven months in New York and 
Geneva.   

• With the formation of the Nuclear Power Plant Division and the completion of construction 
of NRU, the Engineering Development and Special Projects Division has been dissolved. As 
of February 26, and various responsibilities reassigned.  F.M. Sayers, former Manager of the 
Division has been appointed Director of a new division, Research Engineering and research 
and development.   

1958 March 
• Ninety-three of the 101 houses in the Village have been completed.  Of these 77 have either 

been allocated or are occupied.  The overall percentage is 97% complete with much of the 
exterior painting and porches to be done. 

• 90% of the remaining Brad houses have been completed. 
1958 April 

• The transformer station being erected in the Village for reducing the voltage of the electricity 
which the Ontario-Hydro Power Commission will deliver to the Village at 13 kV to 8 kV has 
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been started.  Since all the Village transformers are rated for 8 kV lines, this new station will 
remove the necessity of altering the present distribution system.  The Hydro will erect a 
station to reduce their line voltage from 110 kV to 13 kV in making delivery to the Village, 
which is their standard delivery potential.   

• Apart from the exterior and interior painting, porches and finished flooring, the 137 Brad 
houses are complete.  Overall completion is 95.7%.  The landscaping is not done nor are the 
roads paved.   

• It was announced on April 8 that Dr. W.J. Bennett had resigned as President of AECL, 
effective April 30.  A complimentary dinner was given on April 19 in the Staff Hotel, to Dr. 
and Mrs. Bennett by the senior members of the Chalk River staff and their wives at which a 
small commemorative pen set, suitable inscribed, was presented to him. 

1958 May 
• The Plant forces have completed 46 garages in the Village. 
• Excavation has started for a new six-story staff hotel in Deep River, the contract for 

construction having been awarded to Robertson-Yates Corporation Limited, Hamilton, 
Ontario.     

• The 101 prefabricated houses being constructed by Brad in the Village are now 98% 
complete all of them having been handed over to AECL.  Of these, 77 are occupied and 8 
allotted, of which 32 have been sold.  The remaining 36 Brad houses being erected are 
about 95% overall finished.   

• At the end of May, 316 houses have been sold in the Village.   
• On May 7, The Honourable Gordon Churchill, Minister of Trade and Commerce, announced 

the appointment of J.L. Gray as President of AECL and R.J. Henry as President of Eldorado 
Mining and Refining Limited. 

1958 June  
• In the Village, 332 houses have ben sold.   
• The foundation for one section of the new staff hotel has been poured. 
• The road from the Keys School along past the tennis courts has been paved to join the old 

part of Beach Avenue at the Cockcroft School.  Beach Avenue is therefore paved all the way 
from LaSalle Blvd. to Laurier Street and also around the Mackenzie High School road.   

• C.C. Kennedy and his assistants have been designing 25 large panels, some with large 
photographs others with smaller ones, illustrating various phases of Canadian 
developments in the peaceful uses of energy.  These will be shown with various models at 
the forthcoming Geneva Conference.  He has also placed an exhibit with a working model 
of the NPD plant in Cockburn and Archer’s window in Pembroke in connection with that 
town’s centennial celebration being held in July.   

• Dr. W.M. Barss has left to take temporary employment with the UN as a Scientific Editor for 
the Geneva Conference.   

• R.M. Smith and family has joined the IAEA and is now in Vienna.  
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• The dome of the Canada-India reactor is now completed and painted.  Work on this project 
is proceeding but is somewhat behind schedule.   

• At the end of June there were 2,697 employees of which 452 were professional, 906 
technicians and administrative, 75 summer students and professors and 1,265 hourly rate.   

1958 July 
• Three hundred and sixty-one houses have been sold in the Village.   
• The cedar post foundations of all the apartment buildings are being replaced by more 

permanent concrete block supports and the ground floors insulated. 
• Work has started on expanding the beach-picnic area between the existing parking lot and 

the Ottawa River.   
 1958 August 

• In the Village, 372 houses have been sold (approximately 40% of the total available units) 
and 15 sales agreement are in progress.  Of the 22 vacant lots available for sale in the 
spring, 19 have been sold and construction of houses on a private basis has commenced 
on a number of these lots.   

• Dibblee Construction Co. Ltd. have been awarded the contract for paving roads and 
driveways in the new housing section with work to commence the beginning of September.   

• The first five floors of the new single residence hotel, which will replace the camp 
dormitories, have been erected.  

• Dr. A.H. Booth has resigned to take a position with the Department of Health and Welfare, 
Ottawa.   

• W.L. Elsdon has left the Project to become Assistant Professor of Chemistry at Waterloo 
College and Dr. R.E. Jervis has accepted a similar position in the Engineering Faculty of the 
University of Toronto.   

• Clyde Kennedy and his staff have prepared an excellent illustrated booklet entitled 
“Canada’s Atom Serves Mankind” for the Geneva Conference listing all the members of the 
Canadian Delegation including 32 from AECL.  Dr. W.B. Lewis is Head of the Canadian 
Delegation.   

1958 September 
• The new staff hotel, which will replace the dormitories, is now erected to six stories, the roof 

constructed and the brick walls laid up to the third story.   
• The landscaping of the houses along the extension to Beach Avenue and the new part of 

Deep River has begun. 
• Several new houses are being built in Deep River by private individuals and many have made 

improvements to the homes they have purchased, many by the owners themselves.  
• Work is now proceeding on the site for the NPD reactor The camp buildings and other 

structures are being reconditioned, a new shorter access road from the main highway has 
been cleared, overburden stripped for the pumphouse and materials being gathered for the 
coffer dam. 
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1958 October 

• The new staff hotel is now bricked in and work proceeding on the inside.   
• The new laboratory for detecting the total radiation from a man’s body, which has been built 

in the Village, has been completed and the apparatus is being calibrated.  With it, the 
amount of 40K in and 137Cs in a normal person’s body can be measured and thus any extra 
absorbed radioactive material present determined such as one might absorb from coming 
in contact with radon or ingesting radioactive material.   

• Considerable progress has been made in landscaping the new part of the Village along the 
extension of Bech Avenue and the new streets at the eastern end of the town.   

• On October 25 an open house was held at the Project for employees who could each bring 
in two visitors. The number of visitors, including employees and guests was 1,035.   A 
second open house was held the following Saturday for those who were on shift duty and 13 
came.   

• On Friday, October 10, 206 teachers who were attending the North Renfrew Teacher’s 
Federation meeting inn Deep River visited the Project.   

1958 November 
• The exterior of the new staff hotel is erected and work is progressing on the internal 

completion of this section of the building.   
• At the end of November, 416 houses were sold in Deep River.   

1958 December 
• The construction of the new hotel is progressing satisfactorily.  The finish plaster coat is 

completed in all the rooms and the halls are now being done.  Painting has not yet started. 
• Discussions have been held with the Hydro Electric Power Commission in regard to 

construction of houses for NPD employees.  It is estimated that 45 houses will be required 
and they will be built in Deep River. 

• During December, 13 houses were sold in the Village, a total of 418 by the end of the year.   
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• The Municipality of Deep River will pass from an Improvement District to a full Municipality 
effective January 1, 1959, with all governing bodies being elected or appointed in 
accordance with normal municipal procedure.  There are 50 candidates running for 
positions on Council, School Boards and Public Utilities and two for Mayor.  The voting took 
place on December 22 when a large percentage of the population voted. Generally 
speaking, the candidates who ran were well qualified and those elected should provide 
good government.   

1959 January 
• The new hotel in Deep River is now 77% complete and it is expected that the structure will 

be finished and ready for occupancy by the end of April or early May.  All furniture has been 
ordered.   

• There are now 435 houses sold in Deep River and two more are in the process of being 
transferred to private ownership. 

• H.H. Clayton, who has been appointed Liaison Officer in London, England, for AECL left on 
January 24 to take up his new position.  Dr. T.D. Newton will be acting as head of the 
Theoretical Physics Branch during his absence.   

• On January 30, at 5:05 pm, one of our buses carrying prevailing rate employees from the 
Plant to Deep River was involved in a head-on collision with a four-ton truck on Hwy. 17.  The 
investigation indicates that the truck was out of control and on the wrong side of the road.  
Eight of our employees were seriously injured, including the driver; six with broken bones, 
one with chest injuries and one with head injuries.  All are progressing satisfactorily.  The 
driver of the truck was also injured.  

• At the end of the month there were 2,621 employees: Head Office (8), Commercial Products 
Division (232), NPPD (Toronto) (44), Chalk River (2,337).  The breakdown at Chalk River was: 
Professional (404), Technical and Admin. (793), Hourly Rate 1,007, and Construction (133).    

1959 February 
• In the Village, the new Staff Hotel is about 89% complete and work has commenced on the 

new addition to the Mackenzie High School.  There will be nine additional rooms added to 
the school to accommodate students from the neighboring municipalities of Chalk River, 
Rolph, Wylie, Buchanan and McKay.  The new Post Office is Deep River was opened on 
February 23.  

• At the end of February, 440 houses had been sold in the Village. Work has begun on 
removing the vacated houses from the space to be occupied by the new shopping center.   

• The men who were injured in the bus accident are all doing well.  Three of those hurt with 
broken limbs are still in hospital.   

• Work is proceeding on the NPD site, mostly pouring concrete.  
1959 March 

• The new Staff Hotel in Deep River should be ready for occupancy in April and the area near 
the Post Office on which stores will be built is now cleared of houses. 
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• Effective March 1, E.C.W. Perryman has been appointed Assistant Director of Chemistry 
and Metallurgy Division but will retain his responsibilities as Head of the Research 
Metallurgy Branch.   

• R.C. Brothers (US Liaison Office) left the Project on March 13 for Washington and Dr. E.E. 
Sinclair on March 26, both to take other positions under the USAEC.  There was a going-
away party on March 25 for Dr. Sinclair and J.L. Gray made a presentation to him of a pen set 
and photograph.   

1959 April 
• The new Staff Hotel is nearing completion and the top two floors are expected to be ready 

for May 2 for a visiting group.  Occupancy by staff members should take place within the 
next two weeks.  The present wooden dormitories will be eventually torn down and 
removed.   

• Work is proceeding on the addition to the Mackenzie High School and landscaping of the 
area in the new part of Deep River is now being completed. 

• Progress is being achieved in the construction of the NPD reactor at Rolphton.  The forms 
for the concrete of the upper walls and some of the internal parts of the structure are in 
place.   

• There were 4,313 visitors to the Project during the year April 1, 1958, to March 31, 1959, of 
which 1,408 were school children, teachers and various clubs such as Rotary, Kiwanis etc.  
Scientists, special and business visitors accounted for 1,499. 

• The Reverend Father J.R. McElligott died suddenly on April 8 at a Retreat in Newmarket 
where he had gone for a rest.  He was the Priest in charge of the local Roman Catholic 
Church and was 63 years old.   

• There were 127 houses sold during the month in Deep River, making a total of 573 houses 
now either sold or in the process of purchase in the town.  The increase in mortgage rate, 
from 5.25% to 6% on May 1, accounts for the large number of sales in April.   

1959 May 
• The new Staff Hotel is now occupied by 95 members of staff who have moved from the 

Camp dormitories and some from the old Staff Hotel.  There is still some finishing to be 
done but the top floors are completed.  Work is now proceeding on placing underground the 
unsightly overhead steam heating pipes which lead to the shopping center, hotels, Camp 
buildings and other structures which are heated from the central plant.   

• The basement is poured and the steel of the new addition to the High School is erected.  It 
will be a two-story structure and is expected to be ready for occupancy by the 
commencement of the autumn school term.  

• A group of editors and writers visited the NPD site May 15. 
• The number of houses sold during the month was two making a total of 575. 
• A fatal accident occurred on May 10 in the home of Mrs. T. Gilmore whose son Donald, age 

17, was instantly killed by an exploding shell which he had picked up in the Petawawa area 
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and was taking apart.  The house was completely wrecked by the explosion and resulting 
fire with loss of all its contents.  Other shells which had been gathered by young boys from 
Deep River were collected and exploded by Army personnel. 

• The appointment of Charles A. Grinyer as V-P Engineering of AECL, effective July 1, was 
announced May 26. 

• The total number of employees at the end of May was 2,736.   
1959 June 

• The addition to the Mackenzie High School is proceeding well.  The steel is erected and the 
roof on the structure and the walls are partly completed. It is a two-story structure.   

• There was one house sold in Deep River during June.  
1959 July 

• The extension to Mackenzie High School is processing very slowly owing to some difficulty 
with the mortar used.  It is a brick structure of two stories and the outside walls are erected 
as well as the roof. 

• A few new, privately-financed, houses are being erected in Deep River and expansions to 
others being made.  Some of the wartime houses are having cellars constructed under 
them.   The landscaping in the new area, Maple, Kelvin and Birch Streets, is progressing.  
Houses are also being constructed in the area west of the town on the old Walker farm.  It is 
a new sub-division being developed by private builders.   

• The Organization for European Economic Recovery in Paris has purchased from Crawley 
Films Limited a copy of the AECL film “Atomic Energy in Canada” for their library.  The same 
film has been awarded a Gold Plaque for its excellence by the Rome International Fair on 
July 3.   

• Dr. O.J.C. Runnalls has been appointed among those attending the Staff College Course in 
Kingston and will be away on leave for a year commencing August 1.   

• The site for the new CANDU reactor is to be near Kincardine on Lake Huron, according to an 
announcement by James Duncan of the Ontario Hydro. 

• Work on NPD is proceeding satisfactorily. 
• There was one house sold during the month of July.    
• The number of employees at the end of July was 2,815. 

1959 August 
• In Deep River, the work on the addition to the Mackenzie High School has been proceeding.  

The building is complete on the outside and plastering of the walls inside is being done.   
• The grading around the new Saff Hotel is now almost completed and the asphalt-surfaced 

parking lots have been installed.  All the dormitories except three have been removed. Two 
of these are being retained for summer students and one is used by the T. Eaton Company 
as a storage space and as a Christmas sale annex.  
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• The housing situation in Deep River is in short supply.  About 20 new houses are being built 
privately on vacant lots within the municipality and 15-20 others on two private subdivisions 
outside the town, on the Highway between Chalk River and Deep River.   

• Arrangements have been made to have 39 houses constructed by Central Mortgage and 
Housing for completion next spring for the NPD project.  These will be constructed in the 
subdivision just west of the residential area of Deep River.   

• A  second story is being erected on the Town Office for a Council Chamber.   
• Plans have been drawn up for the construction of a 500,000 gallon overhead water tank and 

for enlarged sewers along Beach Avenue to the sewage disposal plant. 
• A contract has been let for the construction of the new Eaton’s store and the Loblaw’s 

Groceteria and work on these two structures is proceeding.  The Loblaw’s store will be 
completed by the end of the year and Eaton’s by next spring.  Between these two stores a 
group of smaller commercial premises will be erected by private interests.  The occupancy 
of these new stores will make our housing shortage even more pronounced. 

• Dr. J.S. Fraser and his family left to work for two years at AERE Harwell on the exchange 
agreement between the two countries.  

• The number of houses sold by AECL in Deep River now totals 576. 
• In last month’s report it was stated in error that Dr. James Duncan had announced the site 

of the CANDU reactor.  What he stated was that some property had been optioned near 
Kincardine as a possible site for the reactor, but no decision has been made for the site.  
Whatever location is chosen must be acceptable to the AECB. 

1959 September 
• Some progress has been made on the addition to Mackenzie High School and also to the 

second story being erected over the Town Hall building.   
• The area around the new Staff Hotel has been cleaned up and the driveway from the road to 

the parking space there has been paved.   
• Construction has proceeded on the new shopping center for the T. Eaton Co. store and the 

Loblaw’s Groceteria.   
• The number of houses sold by AECL in Deep River now totals 577.   
• Construction of NPD is proceeding at its attractive location. 
• E.P. Hincks left on September 21 with his family to spend a year at the Fermi Institute of 

Nuclear Studies, University of Chicago, and Dr. A.W.G. Cameron and his wife left to spend a 
year at the California Institute of Technology.   

• The number of employees at the end of the month was 2,702.   
1959 October 

• Considerable progress has been made on the addition to the Mackenzie High School which 
should be ready for the students by the New Year.   

• The second floor of the Town Hall is nearing completion. 
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• The steel framework and part of the back walls of the Loblaw’s store in the shopping center 
are erected.  The basement has been excavated and walls are being framed up for concrete 
work for the T. Eaton store.   

• The basement has been poured for the Community Church Sunday School and the 
foundations for the addition to the Deep River Library. 

• A contract has been given to Dell Construction C. Ltd. To erect 41 houses in the Westmount 
subdivision for the staff who will operate the NPD reactor.   

• On October 1, the Honorable Gordon C. Churchill announced that AECL would build a 
nuclear research and development center in Manitoba at which work on an organic-cooled, 
natural uranium fueled, heavy water moderated, power reactor may be carried out.  J.L. 
Gray and F.W. Gilbert have both been to Winnipeg to discuss with the Manitoba provincial 
authorities the site for this new research center.  By the end of the month a suitable area 
had been chosen and action is proceeding to acquire it. 

• The USAEC has appointed J.H. Rubin, formerly at the Savannah River Operations Office, as 
their liaison officer working with NPPD, Toronto. 

1959 November 
• In Deep River, the additions to the Library and Town Office are very nearly finished. 
• The new addition to the Mackenzie High School is now partly occupied by students but a 

few rooms remain unfinished.   
• A notice has been sent to those employees occupying houses in the Village who have not 

purchased their houses within the time mentioned when the first notice of sale of dwellings 
was announced, extending the time of purchase, with certain modifications.   

• An addition to the Community Center is also being made for the Arts and Crafts groups.   
• The cornerstone of the Community Church Sunday School and Christian Education Center 

was laid on Sunday, November 22.   
• Of the new houses being constructed for the NPD personnel, 25 basements have been 

poured and 9 framed up.   
• There were 10 houses sold during the month bringing the total to 594.   
• Dr. W.B. Lewis has been chosen among the first group of members of the American Nuclear 

Society to be the new grade of Fellow.   
1959 December 

• The NPD structure is more than 50% completed. 
• The Council Room of the Town Hall in Deep River was officially opened on December 19, at 

which ceremony the three former trustees, T.W. Morrison, Frank Tierney and Dr. A.J. 
Mooradian, were presented with paintings by the present Mayor and Council, in recognition 
of their fine service to the Community. 

• The excavations of the 41 new houses in Deep River are all complete and 93% of the 
foundations poured.  The framing of the houses is 81% finished and overall completion is 
28.5%.    
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• The rooms in the addition to Mackenzie High School are now nearly all occupied.  The new 
lab for physics and chemistry will be in use when the school opens after the New Year.   

• The municipal elections took place this month and three new Councilors were elected.  
They were: Dr. T.W. Hone (a physicist), E. Denn (Radiation Hazards Control Branch) and T.G. 
Church (Administration Officer).  T.G. Church’s opponent was Dr. R. Durham and, as T. 
Church’s majority was only two votes, a recount will be taken – an interesting feature of the 
second election in the history of Deep River.  Frank J. Hammond was elected Mayor.  All 
other Offices were filled by the same people who were elected last year.   

• The bus driver injured in the January 30 accident is still not back at work.   
• The number of employees at the end of December was 2,684.  Their breakdown is: Head 

Office (9), CPD, Ottawa (240), NPPD (86), Chalk River (2.349).  The breakdown at Chalk River 
was: Professional (409), Tech and Admin (817). Hourly Rate (1,000) and Temporary (123).   

 
 
Jim Ungrin 
25 May 2025. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


