Society for the Preservation of Deep River Public Library
Canada’s Nuclear Heritage, Inc. deepriverlibrary.ca/local-history/ peep River Public Library

Keys Reports on the “Village” and Staffing Notes
1947 April-1959 December
Condensed to Housing and Utilities

Courtesy of the Society for the Preservation of Canada’s Nuclear Heritage. This version was shared
with the Deep River Public Library in 2025.

Dr. David Keys wrote a bi-monthly or sometimes quarterly progress report, initially to NRC Head
Office and, after 1952, to AECL Head Office on operations at Chalk River and Deep River. This
collection, made in point form as opposed his prose, highlights the events he wrote on matters
concerning “the Village” as he called Deep River. We have not located documents from before or
after the above listed dates. Any omissions, errors and typos in the transcription can be attributed
to a non-professional typist (J. U.)

The points below were taken from a larger overview document to create this current condensed
document, and generally have to do with HOUSING and UTILITIES.

1947 June-July
e Inthe Village, landscaping and gardening continue to be improved. The Yacht Club has
been completed and many sailboats are in the water.
e Thereis a great need for more housing and an extension is being constructed for the
hospital. Twenty children were born during June-July.
1947 August-September
e The contract for the construction of 30 dwellings in the Village has been awarded to M.J.
Sulpher & Sons, Renfrew for $344,950. Four Type-A houses are being constructed by our
own staff.
e The former Crawley & McCracken offices in the shopping center are being altered to allow
room for a drug store.
e The transmission corridor from the Plant to the Village is being widened to install a higher
voltage feed to the Village.
e |andscapinginthe Village has been improved with trees from the Petawawa Forestry
Station.
1947 October-November
e Housing shortage in the Village continues. JohnJ. and Frank E. Tierney, both veterans and
graduate pharmacists, have now taken over the space in the plaza and established a
drugstore.
e Members of the Canadian Legion have completed the construction of their Hall and are
planning an opening on December 13, at which General A.G.L. McNaughton will officiate.
1947 December -1948 January
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Housing in the Village is progressing with four A-houses expected completion in May and
the framing of the thirty houses under construction by M.J. Sulpher and Sons is complete
and the installation of asbestos shingle siding is underway.

1948 February-March

In the Village the four A-houses are complete and work on the 30, C-9 houses is progressing
satisfactorily. With the completion of these units there will be 392 units in the Village while
the estimated minimum requirement for scientific, technical and essential staff is 535. The
Staff Hotel is now fully occupied and some members of the scientific staff are now living in
dormitories.

Seven six-car garages will be completed by the end of April.

A program of adding insulation in houses to reduce the formation of ice on the eaves has

been started.

1948 June-July

Housing construction in the Village continues and 392 dwellings are now occupied or
allocated. A program of re-decorating the outside of wartime houses has commenced. This
will prevent deterioration as much of the paint has peeled off.

Two new rooms are being added to the school to accommodate the increase in the number
of children of school age. They are expected to be complete by September.

1948 August-September

In the Village, construction of ten new B-2 houses by our staff is underway. Thirty C-9
houses on Iberville are now either occupied or allocated. Iberville is a very attractive
avenue and the tenants have shown great interest in planting flowers and generally
beautifying the grounds.

Work on the new high-tension line from the Plant to the Village is progressing satisfactorily.
The addition of two rooms to the Village school was finished for the opening of classes in

September.

1948 October-November

Ten B-2 houses being constructed by our staff in the Village are mostly finished on the
outside. And the J.L.E. Price Construction Company have finished the pouring of all the
basements of the 40, B-3 houses so far.

The new 600 kVA transformer was connected to the new power line that feeds the Village
and normal lighting is possible and restrictions on the use of power have been removed.

1948 December-1949 January

Some of the B-type houses in the Village, constructed by our own staff, should be ready for
occupancy in February. The forty dwellings being built by J.L.E. Price & Company have all
the exteriors completed. A satisfactory arrangement for the allotment of these houses
between members of the different divisions has been arrived at but the pressure for more
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dwellings remains great. Some married tradesmen whose services are required are living in
dormitories while awaiting possible accommodations to bring their wives and families and
young, married, scientists are living in the Staff Hotel awaiting a dwelling.

1949 March-April

e Theten B-2 housesinthe Village are now occupied by tenants and the 40 new B-3 house
being erected by Price Construction are almost completed and have been allotted.

1949 April-May

e The B-3 houses in the Village are mostly occupied as are the B-2 ones constructed by our

own staff. Work on the extension of the school has started.
1949 June-July

e Work on the addition to the Village school is progressing.

e The contract for construction of basements under 25 Wartime-6 houses has been awarded
to L.E. Price Co.

1949 August-September

e The excavation of the basement for the new wing of the Village hospital is in progress.

e Good progress has been made by J.L.E. Price Co. Ltd. On the basements under Wartime
houses in the Village.

e M.J. Sulpher & Sons, who received the contract for the 10 new A-houses have started work
on clearing the land and digging the basements.

e Two additional rooms added to the Village school were completed but the equipment has
not yet arrived. There are 196 pupils attending the Village school, an additional 63 going to
the Separate School and 37 students attend the Pembroke High School.

1949 October-November

e The basements under 25 Wartime houses have all been completed, transforming these
residences into much more attractive and convenient structures. There will no longer be
complaints of cold floors and lack of storage space.

e The construction of the ten houses under construction by Sulpher & Sons is well advanced
and it is expected they will be ready for occupancy by the end of March.

e The Theatre Holding Corporation of Toronto has made an initial approach requesting
permission to build a modern theatre in Deep River capable of seating 500. The facilities of
the community center are greatly overtaxed and the construction of a separate theatre and
of a community church would relieve, to some extent, the situation.

1949 December-1950 January

e |nthe Village, the 10 new houses should be ready by April 1.

e The addition to the hospital has its exterior structure completed.
1950 February-March

e Theten A-houses were completed in the Village are completed and the extension to the
Village hospital is nearing completion.
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e Those living in the Village and in the Staff Hotel and dormitories have been informed that
Central Mortgage and Housing Corp. are taking over ownership and operation of the Village
as of April 1.

1950 May-August

e Central Mortgage and Housing Corp. have let contracts for the erection of 75 houses in the
Village and the placing of permanent foundations under all Wartime houses. They are also
making arrangements for addition to the T. Eaton Co. store and the public school. The
construction of a 12-stall bus garage, 12 bachelor apartments and a church hall will
commence soon and fill a pressing need in the Village.

1950 December -1951 February

e Acurling rink operated by the villagers is proving a very popular addition to the recreational

facilities in the Village.
1951 March-May

e During the period, 41 children were born in the village hospital; the total number of visits
was 5,529 and there were 232 admissions. There has been an outbreak of infantile diarrhea
and also an outbreak o measles — otherwise health of the Village has been good. Owing to
the continued increase in outside applicants to the hospital which has been overtaxing our
staff, restrictions have been imposed on medical services to non-resident patients.

1951 June -August

o  Work on straightening the road between Chalk River and the Plant is proceeding. M.G.
Henniger Ltd. have this contract and will also pave the roads in the Village.

e Permanent foundations have been placed under all the Wartime houses in the Village and
the clearing for the new high school has been completed. About 64 of the 75 dwellings
being built in the Village are finished and occupied but landscaping and road-surfacing
await.

e OnlJuly 1 the operation of the Village reverted to NRC (from CMHC) after the transfer on
April 1. In addition to the houses, construction is proceeding on the community church and
a small addition to the public school. Repairs have been made to the effluent pipe from the
Imhoff tank.

1951 September-November

e |nthe Village, work on the High School and the Staff Hotel Annex has commenced. The
erection of the Church is proceeding slowly and the houses constructed by Tremblay are
now ready for occupancy. The total number of dwellings in the Village is now 527. The road
in front of the shopping center has ben widened to provide parking spaces which has
relieved the congestion in that area. The exteriors of 85 wartime houses have been painted.

1951 December-1952 March

e Inthe Village, the High School framework is up as is that of the Staff Hotel Annex. The area
where the new houses are to be constructed by CMHC is cleared. The Community Church
is erected and the brick work completed. The large swamp area to the east of Beach
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Avenue is cleared of brush and will be drained for a housing area in the future. There are at
present 527 dwellings in the Village all of which are assigned or occupied.

1952 April-June

Note: AECL came into being on April 1, 1952, and this is the first Keys report labeled as
“AECL” as opposed to “NRC”. Changes in style are noted with far less details on the
operation and status of the “Village”. This first report said nothing about the Village.

1952 July-September

In the Village, the addition to the staff hotel is nearing completion and the 100 new
dwellings west of Wolfe Street will be ready for occupancy by the end of November. The
new streets that have been opened up have been named after famous scientists namely,
Dalton, Thomson, Rutherford, and Faraday.

The Community Church is complete and services are how being held every Sunday. With
over 800 children in the Village, some now reaching high-school age in greater numbers, itis
a welcome improvement to have a few classrooms available in the new Deep River High
School thus reducing the necessity of transporting a large number of children to Pembroke —
thirty miles away.

During the summer, work on a nine-hole golf course has proceeded. The members have
contributed over $6,000 for this project and have spent many evenings and weekends
supplying labour parties to get the rough land south-east of the Village into shape for
playing. At present only seven holes are being constructed but plans for two additional
fairways are being drawn up.

1953 April-June

Construction on a low-background lab at the Village or the chemists and the standardization
groups has started.

1953 July-December

Special low-background physics and chemical labs have been erected in Deep River and
are in use for making measurements so low-intensity radioactive sources.

An addition to the High School was completed by the Central Mortgage and Housing
Corporation in time for the opening of the school session in September.

The new theatre for moving pictures is nearing completion by the Theatre Holding Company,
Toronto.

One of the Camp buildings in the Village has been renovated with the assistance of club
members to provide facilities for certain recreational activities such as the Drama Club,
Woodworking Club and the Choral Society.

An addition to the Curling Club, which provides two extra sheets of ice, was erected with the
aid of a loan and a financial grant from the Community Association, besides funds
subscribed by the members.

The construction of 65 new dwellings has commenced and plans for future expansion are
being studied.

1954 January
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In the Village, thirteen basements of new houses have been poured and the erection of the
superstructure of some is well advanced.

1954 February

Nineteen basements of the 79 houses to be constructed in the Village have been poured
and 13 of the houses have been completely roofed in. The framework on the other six is
under erection. Allthe water and sewer mains are in and twenty laterals to the houses
completed.

1954 January-March (Quarterly)

A completely new electrical control panel for distributing and metering energy supplied to
the Project and Townsite has been completed in the heating plant.

In the village, the out-patient wing of the hospital has been finished, 35 foundations of new
houses are poured and 26 units have rough framing erected. Outside sewers and water
mains and laterals have been completed for 64 units. About 15% of the electric poles are
erected and the woods cleared for all the lines.

The two low-background labs in the Village are now in use for making measurements on
very weak sources such as the intercomparison of small amounts of isotopes between the
government labs in the US and Great Britain.

1954 April-May

In the Village, of the 79 houses being erected, excavation for 67 is done, 64 foundations are
in, 48 have completed framing and roofs are shingled on 40. All water lines and sewers are
completed.

An additional pump is being installed for the water supply and plans have been made for
moving the tennis courts to a new location, since their present site is to be used for the
erection of single specialty shops (stores) as an addition to the shopping facilities.

1954 April-June (Quarterly)

In the Village, the main water pipe from the pump house to the water tower has had to be
rerouted to avoid passing under the area on which a new public school is to be built (Keys).
The number of children reaching school age has increased to such an extent that the
present public school will not accommodate them. There is no room for additions to the
present school so a new building will be erected west of the high school which will serve
the children from the west part of the Village where all the new houses have been recently
constructed.

Foundations on 75 of the new houses are complete and framing of 59 of them finished.
The internal Gyproc has been done in 35, interior painting on 18. One house has been
handed over for occupancy. The power lines for 64 houses are erected and all sewers and
water lines are finished. The landscaping, road and walks to the new High School have
been done.
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The site of the Tennis Club must be moved as its present location is to be used for
additional shops. The new location will be down near the river and some arrangements will
be made with the Yacht Club as to bring both into the same area.

1954 June

e Work on the Village houses is going ahead about as expected, the rerouting of the main
water pipe to the water tank has been completed and grading of the area for the new tennis
courts, where the icehouses used to be, has commenced. The lights and fencing of the old
tennis courts have been dismantled.

1954 July

o |nthe Village, all foundations of the new houses are completed, framing on 70 houses
finished and chimneys on 59 erected. The roofs on 63 houses are shingled, flooring laid in
23 houses and 20 houses are more or less finished. Three of the houses are how occupied.

1954 August

o Work onthe houses in the Village is proceeding quite satisfactorily. The excavations and
foundations of all 79 houses are complete and the framing finished on 76 of them.
Chimneys and shingling of the roofs are done on 71, exterior finishing on 66 and 24 have
been turned over for occupancy. Families are now living in most of these houses though the
roads and landscaping are not finished but are in rough condition. Itis expected that the
roads will be laid before the winter but there will be no attempt to do any landscaping this
autumn. The houses are very attractive both inside and outside. One particular
improvement is the type of oil furnace which has been installed and the heating ducts,
which leave a very commodious basement which can serve as a playroom for children and
other useful purposes.

e The tennis courts are now finished in their new location and the new dock for the Yacht Club
with the steel piling at the end of the pier which has been driven, is now erected.

o Work has begun on the new shopping center where the tennis courts formerly were.

1954 September-October

e Inthe Village, an addition to the library has been completed and improvements have been
made in the mens’ locker room, sports lounge and crafts room, all located in the
Community Center building.

e The framework of the Yacht and Tennis Club is erected and the skating rink change-hut has
been moved to the new location of the open-air skating rink near ‘Hill House” on the west
side of the Village.

e 81 garages have been constructed in the Village.

e The brick walls and partitions as well as the roof of the new shopping center are built.

e All 79 new houses in the Village are completed except the exterior painting of 10 and the
interior painting of 15. Forty-three of these houses are now occupied. No landscaping has
been done and the roads are still in rough gravel.

e The space for the new public school has been cleared.

1954 November
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e Allthe houses in the Village are now complete except one in which the interior painting is
not finished. Only eight of the 79 new houses were unoccupied at the end of the month.

e A number of garages are being erected in the Village, some in units of four, others two, and a
few single ones.

1954 December
e Inthe Village, all the 79 houses are finished and the basements of the 50 new houses are
poured.

e The foundation of the new public school in the northern end of the village (Keys) is finished
and the framework of the walls is partly up.

e Work is continuing on the interior of the shops being erected where the tennis courts used
to be but this work seems to be progressing slowly.

e The new Yacht-Tennis clubhouse is now entirely closed in and a small force are at work on
the interior part of the building. This is a small structure and is being erected under
contract.

1955 January

e There were a number of 3-car, 6-car, 2-car and single car garages built in the Village.

e The framework of the new public school is up.

e The outside sewers and water lines for the fifty new houses are about 65% complete.

e Work is still progressing on the interior finishing of the new shops but they will not be ready
for occupancy until late in February.

e Laurieris one of the new streets in the western portion of Deep River.

1955 February

e |nthe town of Deep River, the coffee shop is being remodelled for the Honey Dew, which
has itrented. It should be ready for operation about the middle of March and will provide a
very attractive place in the Village for obtaining meals at times when the regular dining room
at the Staff Hotel is closed and also for visitors to the Village.

e The foundation of the new public school is complete and about 40% of the framing. The
water and sewer lines to this building are about 75% laid.

e About 43% of the water and sewer lines are complete for the 50 new houses under
construction in the Village.

e Several of the stores in the new shopping center are nearing completion.

1955 March

e The framing of the new public school is about 80% complete.

e 85% of the water and sewer lines for the 50 new houses are in.

e The new shopping addition was officially opened on February 26, which consists of five
specialty stores that will provide a definite convenience to the inhabitants. They consist of a
hardware, a jewellery, shoe, men’s and women’s clothing shops as will as a book, magazine
and candy store which is a branch of Tierney’s Drug Store. The Ontario Liquor Control outlet
is not yet in operation.
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e The new Honey Dew Restaurant was officially opened on March 26.
1955 April

e |nthe Village, considerable progress has been made on the new public school. The framing
is complete and the water and sewers connected.

e All water and sewer lines to the 50 new houses are finished and about half of the excavations
done. Several basement foundations are in.

1955 May

e In the Village, the foundations of two fifths of the new houses are complete and the new

public schoolis finished except for the inside and about 90% of the framing is done.
1955 June

e A newwarehouse is being constructed in Deep River and the foundation of that is in.

e The new public school is finished outside and many of the inside partitions are up. The
painting is not yet done.

e All the excavations of the fifty new houses is finished and 60% of the foundations are
complete. About 15% of the framing of these houses is complete. Landscaping of the houses
on Faraday and Rutherford has now commenced.

1955 July

e The new public school is about 90% complete. The interior painting and some plumbing
fixtures are still to be finished. Work on landscaping around it and also around houses on
Rutherford is proceeding satisfactorily.

e The 50 new houses are about 22% complete. All the basements have been poured and the
framing is complete on other houses.

1955 August

o |nthe Village, the service material storage building is complete.

e The new public school is about 96% completed and six rooms will be used this year on
opening of the school session on September 6.

o Allthe foundations of the 50 new houses are finished, 80% of the framing is done, and about
half the houses have roofs on. About 26% of the plumbing is complete and 48% of the
electrical wiring. The houses are thus about 40% complete. A large part of the landscaping
of the new streets on which these houses were built last year and the year before is finished
and paving of these streets — part of Faraday and Rutherford, should commence next
month.

e The members of the Yacht and Tennis Club have finished the interior of their club house and
lights have been erected on the tennis courts.

1955 September

e The 50 houses being constructed by McFarlane Construction Co. are about 60% complete,
all foundations are in, 85% of the roofing and framing done, and 43% of the heating and
internal wiring finished.
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e Acontract has been let to Rennick-Brown Construction Co. for an additional 50 houses,
which will be of brick and stucco construction.

e With the landscaping of Rutherford and Faraday completed, the Village presents a very
attractive appearance for visitors. The inhabitants have kept their lawns and gardens in
good order and the usual recreational activities are well attended.

1955 October

e The paving of Rutherford and Faraday is finished. The landscaping on these streets is also
complete.

e The 50 houses being built by McFarlane Construction are all erected and roofing done. The
flooring is 30% finished, exterior painting 12%, interior 10%. The plumbing and heating
installation is about 10% complete.

e The Rennick and Brown Construction Co. who are building 50 additional houses have 10%
of the excavations done.

1955 November

o Work has started on the erection of 50 garages beside the new houses which have been
built in the Village.

e The fifty houses being constructed by McFarlane Construction are about 76% complete; the
insulation, flooring, heating and painting in some houses remains to be done.

e The 50 houses to be built by Rennick and Brown Construction have been started and the
foundations of 20 basements have been poured, all excavations having been dug.

e Anotice has been sent to all those occupying houses in the Village of Deep River outlining
the proposed incorporation of the Village, conditions of sale of houses to tenants, the price
for each house and other pertinent information. The report was received very favourably by
the community and from, conservation and remarks heard, it appears that many members
of the staff will be inclined to purchase houses on the basis of the proposed conditions. A
meeting was held in the Village under the auspices of the Ontario Municipal Board at which
the procedure for incorporation was outlined, and those living in the area to be included in
the municipality were given the opportunity to express any opinion which they may have to
the Board. The only criticism came from the neighbouring municipality in regard to certain
adjoining areas which they would lose under the proposed outline, but it is expected that
some adjustment may be made to meet this.

1955 December-1956 January

e 85% of the fifty houses being constructed by McFarlane Construction have been completed
and 35 of these are now occupied.

o Allexcavations for the 50 houses being erected by Rennick-Brown Construction Co. are
complete and 74% of the foundations in. About 20% of the framing of these houses is done.

e Paving of the walks and entrances to the garages of 79 houses is complete.

e Work on 50 garages has commenced.

1956 February-March
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The 50 garages of the McFarland houses have been erected but some electrical wiring and
painting remain to be done.

The fifty new houses under construction by the Rennick-Brown Company are about 25%
overall completed. All excavations are done; 78% of the foundations poured and 74% of the
framing finished. The inserting of door and window frames, plumbing and electrical work is
about 20% done.

There are at present 750 dwellings in the Village and accommodation for about 400 people
in the Staff Hotel, Annex and dormitories. The present population of the Village is 3,100, a
large fraction of which are children.

1956 April

All excavations of the fifty houses being built in the Village are dug and 85% of the
foundations poured. The framing is 80% complete, door frames and windows 30%,
plumbing 20% and electrical wiring about 30%.

The Corporation of the Improvement District of Deep River came into effect on April 16.
On April 28, TW. Morison, Manager, Administration Division, was sworn in as Chairman of
the Trustees to administer the Corporation; Dr. A.J. Mooradian as Vice-Chairman; and F.E.
Tierney (druggist) as the third member of the Board. (A photo of the swearing-in ceremony
was attached. It shows L-R: A.H. Butler (Department of Municipal Affairs), TW. Morrison,
A.G. Skelly (Minister of Community Church), F.E. Tierney and Dr. A.J. Mooradian. What R ose
Skelly played in not clear.)

1956 May

The construction of the houses in the Village does not appear to be advancing as it should.
The foundations of all fifty houses being built are poured but little progress is being made on
the framing of all of them. This refers to the new houses being constructed by Rennick-
Brown although they are busy cutting lumber for the houses in a central shop at the site so
as to proceed more rapidly with the erection later.

deepriverlibrary.ca/local-history/ peep River Public Library
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e The houses by McFarland Construction Co. are now practically complete and landscaping
is being done around them.

e The Yacht and Tennis clubhouse is now completely closed in, the floor laid, and the inside
fairly well completed. This work was done by the members themselves and they have done
an excellent job. The building looks very attractive and will add much to community life.

1956 June

e The Rennick-Brown houses are only 28% complete but the 50 houses built by the McFarlane
Construction Co. And the garages are finished.

o Work on clearing the brush for the laying of the new water line from the pump house to the
water tower along the pump rod has been finished.

e The plans and specifications of the 110 houses to be constructed east of LeCaron Street
are ready but the awarding of the contract for their erection has not been given.

e The Golf Club House was officially opened on June 23. Much of the work on this building
was performed by the members including the construction of the fine, grate fireplace of
stone.

1956 July

e The fifty houses being constructed by Rennick-Brown are only 45% complete overall. Some

repair work on foundations has been necessary owing to faulty construction.

e Paving of Laurier Street and other portions in the new area in which the McFarland houses
were constructed has been done.

e Thetrench for the new water supply pipe has been completed up the pump house road as
far as the school and about two-thirds of the pipe laid.

1956 August

o Work on the fifty houses being constructed by Rennick-Brown is proceeding but only 50%
complete. Itis not expected that any paving will be done this year.

e The landscaping around the McFarland houses recently constructed is scheduled to be
carried out during September-October.

e The water main up the pump house road has been laid as far as the school and the
excavation across Alder Crescent is completed.

1956 September

e The pipeline from the pump house in the Village to Alder Crescent is laid and almost
completely covered over with sand.

e The construction of the Rennick-Brown houses is about 60% overall completed.

1956 October

e The second water line from Alder Crescent to the pump house is completed and work on
the concrete part of the new Imhoff tank in the Village almost finished.

e Work on the new surgical wing to the Village hospital is proceeding.

o The 50 Rennick-Brown houses are about 70% completed and it is expected that some
houses will be handed over to the Company next month.
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e Work on the new bus garage in the Village has commenced.
1956 November

o Work is proceeding satisfactorily on the addition to the surgical wing of the Village hospital,
the new bus garage and the extension of the premises of the Bank of Montreal.

e The additional Imhoff disposal building is finished externally.

e The basements are dug and the foundations partly completed for the eight prefabricated
houses on MacDonald Street. Six of these are being built by Ontario Hydro for their staff
who will be here and the other two for employees of AECL.

e Construction of the 50 houses being built by Rennick-Brown is about 81% complete.

e The landscaping of the houses constructed by McFarland was 60% completed before the
snow came and no further work will be done on the remaining lawns until next spring.

1956 December
e Work on the new surgical wing of the Village hospital is progressing and appear to be about
75% completed.
1957 January
o Work s proceeding on the new Imhoff building.
o Work on the surgical and obstetrical wing of the Village hospital is well advanced.
o Of the fifty houses being constructed by Rennick-Brown, 88% are finished, 16 units
already handed over to the Company.
e About 80% of the eight prefabricated cottages are done.
1957 February
e The addition to the hospital obstetrical wing is complete
o Work is proceeding on the additional Imhoff tank.
e Of the 50 houses being built by Rennick-Brown, 25 have been handed over as complete
and the others are 91.6% completed.
e The eight prefabricated houses being built for Ontario Hydro personnel and for the Project
are well advanced. Four of them have been allotted for occupancy.
1957 March

e Apart from the work on the Imhoff disposal plant addition, little work is now in progress in
the Village except the construction of the houses.

e Thirty-three of the 50 Rennick-Brown houses have been handed over as complete and the
balance are 93% complete.

e The number of dwellings in the Village is at present 817.

1957 April

e The bus garage in Deep River is now under construction again and the cement block walls
and steel framing are completed.

o Work has also commenced on digging the sewer and water channels in the area at the east
end of Beach Ave. where some houses are to be erected.

e Rennick-Brown have now completed 95.8% of their houses.
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e Brad Industries have been awarded the contract for 101 new houses which will be built in

the Village.
1957 May

e The walls and roof of the bus garage in the Village are finished and the doors are being
installed. Duct work, sprinkler system and other metal fabrication is going ahead.

e George Wimpey and Co. Ltd. is constructing the drains and other services for the house to
be built beyond Beach Ave. This has involved a certain amount of blasting and the wet
muck from the swampy ground is being dug out and replaced with sand.

e Some of the landscaping for the houses built two years ago in the NW section of the Village
is now being completed.

1957 June

e Inthe Village, the bus storage garage is finished except for the painting.

e The new Imhoff plant appears to be completed and the landscaping done.

e Sixteen garages have been erected.

e Workis proceeding on 101 prefab houses. (Beach extension??)

e Allthe roads and lots have been surveyed, some water mains and sewers have been
installed and about one third of the excavations have been carried out. The Wimpey Co.
have completed about 25% of their job and the Brad Co. about 1% of theirs.

1957 August

e The bus garage at the entrance to Deep River is now in operation and 62 car garages in the
Village have been erected, some of which have been completely wired but the majority still
need electrical work and painting.

o  Wimpey Company have completed about 70% of the services of the 101 prefabricated
houses that are being built which includes the construction of roads, laying of water and
sewer lines. They have also done about 25% of the services for the 36 additional houses
also being constructed by Brad. All of the excavations for the 101 houses are completed,
34% of the foundations are in, 75% of the water and sewer lines finished. Framing is about
20% complete and 12% of the chimneys built. On the 36 additional houses being
constructed, 50% of the excavations and about 15% of the water and sewer lines are done.

o To one like this writer (Dr. Keys), the houses which come in sections and are erected on the
spot from such prefabricated wall sections do not appear to be substantial, or as well built,
as the houses whish have been erected in the Village, but this my not be a correct
impression.

e There has been a great deal of sand brought in to replace the damp “muck” which has been
dug out of the ground where some of these prefabricated houses are being erected. These
latter dwellings have no basements and no doubt precautions are being taken to prevent
any cool, spring water rising to come in contact with the concrete foundation.

1957 August
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e 75% of the foundations of the 101 prefabricated houses have been completed and 75% of
the heating equipment installed. The overall work on these houses is now 33% finished
which includes insulation, chimneys, interior walls, furnaces installed, plumbing and wiring
roughed in etc.

e Onthe 36 additional houses being constructed, not of the prefabricated type, 40% of the
excavations and 15% of the foundations are done.

e Landscaping by Raymond Crowe and Company has started on Frontenac Crescent and
paving by Dibblee Construction Co. Ltd. will start the first week of September.

1957 September-October

e The Imhoff tank building is finished and the 62 garages being built by our staff are also
completed.

e The 101 prefabricated houses being erected are now 59% complete, five of which will be
ready for occupancy early in November.

o Allthe excavations, foundations, water and sewer lines for the additional houses being built
by Brad. These are about 29% finished.

e The six-room addition to the Keys school is proceeding, the outside work is completed and
Sullivan and Son expect to have the addition ready for the opening of school, next January 6.

e The foundation of the Skating Arena is in.

e Preparations are underway for construction of water and sewer main extension to Highway
17 to service those west of Deep River Road.

1957 November
e The construction of the 101 prefabricated houses in the Village is about 72% overall
completed. The main portion of the work remaining consists of: finished flooring, porches,
hardware, plumbing fixtures, electric and piping work, plastering walls and ceilings, and
painting. The heating equipment is about 48% finished.
e Theremaining 36 houses being constructed, which are not prefabricated type, are about
52% completed.
1957 December

e Ofthe 137 houses being constructed in the Village, 35 have been accepted and of these, 25
are now occupied. The exterior painting and completion of the porches on a number of the
remaining houses is being done but a considerable amount of the interior services and
carpentry has still to be finished. Progress is satisfactory and overall completion is about
76%.

1958 January

e 54 of the Brad houses have been accepted from the contractors, 23 of which were occupied
as of January 31. Overall completion is 85%, the remaining work being porches, exterior
painting, hardware, plumbing fixtures and electrical work.
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e The skating rink in Deep River has been in use since the middle of December but the official
opening will be February 21. The electrical and plumbing work is being completed by
voluntary forces.

e The addition to the Kays public school is completed apart from installation of plumbing
materials.

1958 February

e The new 137 houses are 93% complete overall. Sixty-six of them have been allocated, of
which forty are occupied. About 60% of the exterior painting remains to be done and a
considerable amount of interior work is required to finish the 36 “non-prefabs” namely,
finished flooring laid, interior painting, hardware, plumbing fixtures, electrical work and
interior walls.

1958 March

e Ninety-three of the 101 houses in the Village have been completed. Of these 77 have either
been allocated or are occupied. The overall percentage is 97% complete with much of the
exterior painting and porches to be done.

e 90% of the remaining Brad houses have been completed.

1958 April

e The transformer station being erected in the Village for reducing the voltage of the electricity
which the Ontario-Hydro Power Commission will deliver to the Village at 13 kV to 8 kV has
been started. Since all the Village transformers are rated for 8 kV lines, this new station will
remove the necessity of altering the present distribution system. The Hydro will erect a
station to reduce their line voltage from 110 kV to 13 kV in making delivery to the Village,
which is their standard delivery potential.

e Apart from the exterior and interior painting, porches and finished flooring, the 137 Brad
houses are complete. Overall completion is 95.7%. The landscaping is not done nor are the
roads paved. .

1958 May

e The Plant forces have completed 46 garages in the Village.

e Excavation has started for a new six-story staff hotel in Deep River, the contract for
construction having been awarded to Robertson-Yates Corporation Limited, Hamilton,
Ontario.

e The 101 prefabricated houses being constructed by Brad in the Village are now 98%
complete all of them having been handed over to AECL. Of these, 77 are occupied and 8
allotted, of which 32 have been sold. The remaining 36 Brad houses being erected are
about 95% overall finished.

e Atthe end of May, 316 houses have been sold in the Village.

1958 June
e |nthe Village, 332 houses have ben sold.
e The foundation for one section of the new staff hotel has been poured.
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e The road from the Keys School along past the tennis courts has been paved to join the old
part of beach Avenue at the Cockcroft School. Beach Avenue is therefore paved all the way
from LaSalle Blvd. to Laurier Street and also around the Mackenzie High School road.

1958 July

e Three hundred and sixty-one houses have been sold in the Village.

e The cedar post foundations of all the apartment buildings are being replaced by more
permanent concrete block supports and the ground floors insulated.

o Work has started on expanding the beach-picnic area between the existing parking lot and
the Ottawa River.

1958 August

e |nthe Village, 372 houses have been sold (approximately 40% of the total available units)
and 15 sales agreement are in progress. Of the 22 vacant lots available for sale in the
spring, 19 have been sold and construction of houses on a private basis has commenced
on a number of these lots.

e Dibblee Construction Co. Ltd. have been awarded the contract for paving roads and
driveways in the new housing section with work to commence the beginning of September.

e Thefirst five floors of the new single residence hotel, which will replace the camp
dormitories, have been erected.

1958 September

e The new staff hotel, which will replace the dormitories, is now erected to six stories, the roof
constructed and the brick walls laid up to the third story.

e The landscaping of the houses along the extension to Beach Avenue and the new part of
Deep River has begun.

e Several new houses are being built in Deep River by private individuals and many have made
improvements to the homes they have purchased, many by the owners themselves.

1958 October

o The new staff hotel is now bricked in and work proceeding on the inside.

e The new laboratory for detecting the total radiation from a man’s body, which has been built
in the Village, has been completed and the apparatus is being calibrated.

e Considerable progress has ben made in landscaping the new part of the Village along the
extension of Beach Avenue and the new streets at the eastern end of the town.

1958 November
o The exterior of the new staff hotel is erected and work is progressing on the internal
completion of this section of the building.
e Atthe end of November, 416 houses were sold in Deep River.
1958 December
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e The construction of the new hotel is progressing satisfactorily. The finish plaster coat is
completed in all the rooms and the halls are now being done. Painting has not yet started.

e Discussions have been held with the Hydro Electric Power Commission in regard to
construction of houses for NPD employees. Itis estimated that 45 houses will be required
and they will be built in Deep River.

e During December 13 houses were sold in the Village, a total of 418 by the end of the year.

e The Municipality of Deep River will pass from an Improvement District to a full Municipality
effective January 1, 1959, with all governing bodies being elected or appointed in
accordance with normal municipal procedure. There are 50 candidates running for
positions on Council, School Boards and Public Utilities and two for Mayor. The voting took
place on December 22 when a large percentage of the population voted. Generally
speaking, the candidates who ran were well qualified and those elected should provide
good government.

1959 January

e The new hotel in Deep River is now 77% complete and it is expected that the structure will
be finished and ready for occupancy by the end of April or early May. All furniture has been
ordered.

e There are now 435 houses sold in Deep River and two more are in the process of being
transferred to private ownership.

1959 February

e |nthe Village, the new Staff Hotel is about 89% complete and work has commenced on the
new addition to the Mackenzie High School. There will be nine additional rooms added to
the school to accommodate students from the neighboring municipalities of Chalk River,
Rolph, Wylie, Buchanan and McKay. The new Post Office is Deep River was opened on
February 23.

e Atthe end of February, 440 had been sold in the Village. Work has begun on removing the
vacated houses from the space to be occupied by the new shopping center.

1959 March

e The new Staff Hotel in Deep River should be ready for occupancy in April and the area near

the Post Office on which stores will be built is now cleared of houses.
1959 April

e The new Staff Hotel is nearing completion and the top two floors are expected to be ready
for May 2 for a visiting group. Occupancy by staff members should take place within the
next two weeks. The present wooden dormitories will be eventually torn down and
removed.

e Work is proceeding on the addition to the Mackenzie High School and landscaping of the
area in the new part of Deep River is now being completed.

e There were 127 houses sold during the month in Deep River, making a total of 573 houses
now either sold or in the process of purchase in the town. The increase in mortgage rate,
from 5.25% to 6% on May 1, accounts for the large number of sales in April.
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1959 May

The new Staff Hotel is now occupied by 95 members of staff who have moved from the
Camp dormitories and some from the old Staff Hotel. There is still some finishing to be
done but the top floors are completed. Work is now proceeding on placing underground the
unsightly overhead steam heating pipes which lead to the shopping center, hotels, Camp
buildings and other structures which are heated from the central plant.

The basement is poured and the steel of the new addition to the High School is erected. It
will be a two-story structure and is expected to be ready for occupancy by the
commencement of the autumn school term.

A group of editors and writers visited the NPD site May 15.

The number of houses sold during the month was two, making a total of 575.

1959 June

The addition to the Mackenzie High Schoolis proceeding well. The steel is erected and the
roof on the structure and the walls are partly completed. It is a two-story structure.
There was one house sold in Deep River during June.

1959 July

The extension to Mackenzie High Schoolis processing very slowly owing to some difficulty
with the mortar used. Itis a brick structure of two stories and the outside walls are erected
as well as the roof.

A few new, privately financed, houses are being erected in Deep River and expansions to
others being made. Some of the Wartime houses are having cellars constructed under
them. The landscaping in the new area, Maple, Kelvin and Birch Streets, is progressing.
Houses are also being constructed in the area west of the town on the old Walker farm. Itis
a new sub-division being developed by private builders.

1959 August

In Deep River, the work on the addition to the Mackenzie High School has been proceeding.
The building is complete on the outside and plastering of the walls inside is being done.
The grading around the new Saff Hotel is now almost completed and toe asphalt-surfaced
parking lots have been installed. Allthe dormitories except three have been removed. Two
of these are being retained for summer students and one is used by the T. Eaton Company
as a storage space and as a Christmas sale annex.

The housing situation in Deep River is in short supply. About 20 new houses are being built
privately on vacant lots within the municipality and 15-20 others on two private subdivisions
outside the town, on the Highway between Chalk River and Deep River.

Arrangements have been made to have 39 houses constructed by Central Mortgage and
Housing for completion next spring for the NPD project. These will be constructed on the
subdivision just west of the residential area of Deep River.

A second story is being erected on the Town Office for a Council Chamber.

deepriverlibrary.ca/local-history/ peep River Public Library
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Plans have been drawn up for the construction of a 500,000 gallon overhead water tank and
for enlarged sewers along Beach Avenue to the sewage disposal plant.

A contract has been let for the construction of the new Eaton’s store and the Loblaw’s
Groceteria and work on these two structures is proceeding. The Loblaw’s store will be
completed by the end of the year and Eaton’s by next spring. Between these two stores a
group of smaller commercial premises will be erected by private interests. The occupancy
of these new stores will make our housing shortage even more pronounced.

1959 September

Some progress has been made on the addition to Mackenzie High School and also to the
second story being erected over the Town Hall building.

The area around the new Staff Hotel has been cleaned up and the driveway from the road to
the parking space there has been paved.

Construction has proceeded on the new shopping center for the T. Eaton Co. store and the
Loblaw’s Groceteria.

The number of houses sold by AECL in Deep River now totals 577.

1959 October

Considerable progress has been made in the addition to the Mackenzie High School which
should be ready for the students by the New Year.

The second floor of the Town Hall is nearing completion.

The steel framework and part of the back walls of the Loblaw’s store in the shopping center
are erected. The basement has been excavated and walls are being framed up for concrete
work for the T. Eaton store.

The basement has been poured for the Community Church Sunday School and the
foundations for the addition to the Deep River Library.

A contract has been given to Dell Construction C. Ltd. To erect 41 houses in the Westmount
subdivision for the staff who will operate the NPD reactor.

1959 November

In Deep River, the additions to the Library and Town Office are very nearly finished.

The new addition to the Mackenzie High School is now partly occupied by students but a
few rooms remain unfinished.

A notice has been sent to those employees occupying houses in the Village who have not
purchased their houses within the time mentioned when the first notice od sale of dwellings
was announced, extending the time of purchase, with certain modifications.

An addition to the Community Center is also being made fore the Arts and Crafts groups.
The cornerstone of the Community Church Sunday School and Christian Education Center
was laid on Sunday, November 22.

Of the new houses being constructed for the NPD personnel, 25 basements have been
poured and 9 framed up.

There were 10 houses sold during the month bringing the total to 594.

deepriverlibrary.ca/local-history/ peep River Public Library
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1959 December

e The Council Room of the Town Hall in Deep River was officially opened on December 19, at
which ceremony the three former trustees, TW. Morrison, Frank Tierney and Dr. A.J.
Mooradian, were presented with paintings by the present Mayor and Council, in recognition
of their fine service to the Community.

e The excavations of the 41 new houses in Deep River are all complete and 93% of the
foundations poured. The framing of the houses is 81% finished and overall completion is
28.5%.

e Therooms inthe addition to Mackenzie High School are now nearly all occupied. The new
lab for physics and chemistry will be in use when the school opens after the New Year.

e The municipal elections took place this month and three new Councilors were elected.
They were: Dr. TW. Hone (a physicist), E. Denn (Radiation Hazards Control Branch) and T.G.
Church (Administration Officer). T.G. Church’s opponent was Dr. R. Durhamand, as T.
Church’s majority was only two votes, a recount will be taken — an interesting feature of the
second election in the history of Deep River. Frank J. Hammond was elected Mayor. All
other Offices were filled by the same people who were elected last year.

Jim Ungrin
25 May 2025.



