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Keys Reports on the “Village” and Staffing Notes 
1947 April-1959 December 

Condensed Version 
Limited Mostly  to Chalk River Staffing  Issues  

 
Courtesy of the Society for the Preservation of Canada’s Nuclear Heritage. This version was shared 
with the Deep River Public Library in 2025. 
 
Dr. David Keys wrote a bi-monthly or sometimes quarterly progress report, initially to NRC Head 
Office and, after 1952, to AECL Head Office on operations at Chalk River and Deep River. This 
collection, made in point form as opposed his prose, highlights the events he wrote on matters 
concerning “the Village” as he called Deep River. We have not located documents from before or 
after the above listed dates. Any omissions, errors and typos in the transcription can be attributed 
to a non-professional typist (J. U.) 
 
The points below were taken from a larger overview document to create this current condensed 
document, and generally have to do with STAFFING ISSUES. 
 
1947 April-May 

• The present staff complement is 441 on salary and 467 prevailing rate with 50 scientific 
personnel from the U.K. still on site: 11 returned to the U.K. during the period. 

1947 June-July 
• Staff compliment: 488 prevailing rate (with many joining A.F. of L. Union) of which 60% are 

veterans.  There are 485 staff employed at the Plant and in the Village. 
1947 October-November 

• There are now five union locals at the Plant, all associated with the A.F. of L.  The number of 
prevailing rate employees at the end of November was 544 (65% veterans) and there are 
145 scientists on the staff. 

1947 December-1948 January 
• There are at present 506 staff members and 572 on the payroll making a total of 1,078 

personnel on the project.  In addition, there are 39 technical and technical officers who are 
attached to the U.K. staff. 

1948 February-March 
• There continues to be a scarcity of technical and skilled personnel for the project.  There is 

a total of 1,108 employees on the project of which 586 are on payroll (64.3% being 
veterans).  

• A branch of the Purchasing Office has been established on the project.  William Greenway, 
head of the Treasury Office has taken residence in the Village. 

1948 June-July 
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• There were an increasing number of summer students this year.   
• The Department of Labour granted a general increase averaging 10 cents an hour to payroll 

employees.  At the end of July there was a total of 1,153 employed on the project of which 
593 were payroll, the rest staff. 

1948 August-September 
• The total number of employees at the end of September was 1,113 of which 164 were 

scientific and 220 technical – slightly more than 60% of the payroll employees were 
veterans.  

1948 October-November 
• The number of employees engaged on the project at the end of November was 1,105 of 

which 597 were prevailing rate, 61.3% being veterans.  There are 163 scientific staff and 187 
technical officers and assistants.  Nine members of staff resigned during the period and ten 
new appointments were made.   

 
 
1948 December-1949 January 

• The fleet of buses operated for about 12 million-passenger miles in 1948 without an injury to 
any passenger.   

• The total number of employees at the Project at the end of January was 1,098 of which 587 
were payroll and of the remaining staff members, 351 were scientific and technical 
personnel. 

1949 March-April 
• The appointment of Mr. Tupper as Dean of Engineering at U. Toronto is a distinct loss to both 

the project and the Village.  It is expected that J.L. Gray will join the Project as Chief of 
Administrative Services. 

• At the end of March there were 1,094 personnel of which 577 were payroll employees. Of 
the prevailing rate employees, 62% were veterans. 

1949 April-May 
• The number of employees at the end of May was 1,157, of which 388 were scientific or 

technical.  Of the 615 payroll employees, 61% were veterans. 
• J. Lorne Gray has joined the staff as Chief of Administration Services and is a welcome 

addition.   
1949 June-July 

• During the period the total mileage covered by all transportation vehicles was 138,589 and 
the total passenger-miles was 1,1754,466.   

• Total number of employees at the end of July was 1,185, of which 329 were scientific and 
technical and 615 payroll. 

1949 August-September 
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• The Department of Labour awarded an increase of approximately 15% in the prevailing rates 
of all our employees, retroactive to May 1.  The number of employees as of Sep 30 was 
1,159 of which 6127 were on prevailing rate.  Of the payroll employees 61.3% were veterans.  

1949 December-1950 January 
• The total number of employees at the end of January was 1,175 of which 387 were scientific 

and technical.  Of the payroll employees, 60% were veterans. 
1950 May-August 

• The total number of employees at the Plant (August 31) was 1,223 of which 215 are 
scientific staff, 212 technical, 35 summer workers, 154 administrative staff and 607 
prevailing rate employees.   

• A member of the scientific staff, N. Sidjack, was accidentally drowned when bathing a few 
miles above the Village.  He was an extremely competent worker who graduated from U. 
Alberta and joined the Project last year working with the tube development section.   

1950 September – November 
• The number of employees at the end of November was 1,182 and the maximum number at 

any time was 1,222 (including summer workers). Of the total, 211 are scientific and 204 
technical.  During the period this was an increase of 4 in scientific and decrease of 15 in 
technical.  With the increase in activity of industry caused by the rearmament program, it 
will be more difficult to obtain technical assistants at present salary scales.   

1950 December -1951 February 
• The total number of employees at the end of March was 1,268 of which about 430 were 

scientific and technical personnel. 
1951 March-May 

• The total number of employees at the end of May was 1,265 of which 451 were scientific or 
technical.  There were 661 payroll employees of which 60% were veterans.   

1951 June -August  
• Work on straightening the road between Chalk River and the Plant is proceeding.  M.G. 

Henniger Ltd. have this contract.  
• There are 1,394 employees at the Project and also 30 visiting professors and graduate 

students.  During the three months 1,441,064 passengers were transported by buses which 
covered 167,841 miles.   

1951 September-November 
• The total number of employees at the end of November was 1,402 of which 440 were 

scientific and technical personnel.  More than 50 scientific and technical personnel 
resigned during the period, about 80% of which were technical men who were attracted by 
the higher salaries offered by industries.  During the same period, 30 new men were hired. 

1952 April-June 
• Note:  AECL came into being on April 1, 1952, and this is the first Keys report labeled as 

“AECL” as opposed to “NRC”.     
1953 April-June 
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• There were 1,657 employees at the Project at the end of June of which 346 were scientific.   
1953 July-December 

• Special low-background physics and chemical labs have been erected in Deep River and 
are in use for making measurements so low-intensity radioactive sources.   

• Dr. C.J. Mackenzie resigned as President of the Company and W.J. Bennett was appointed 
his successor on November 1.   

• The total number of employees on the Project, apart from those employed by the C.D. Howe 
Company and the Foundation Company, at the end of December was 1,779 of which 578 
were scientific and technical staff.  

• The cooperation of the employees in furthering the interests of the Company in its many 
facets has been very satisfactory.   

1954 February 
• The total number of employees at the end of February was 1,767 of which 873 were salaried 

staff.   
1954 January-March (Quarterly) 

• A completely new electrical control panel for distributing and metering energy supplied to 
the Project and Townsite has been completed in the heating plant. 

• On March 31 the total number of employees at the Project was 1,766 of which 889 were 
prevailing rate and 877 salaried personnel.   

1954 April-May 
• The total number of employees at this Project as of the end of May was 1,840 of which 903 

were scientific 
1954 July 

• The total number of employees at the end of the month was 1,937, of which 59 were 
summer visitors.   

• On July 30, His Royal Highness, The Duke of Edinburgh, visited the Project arriving by plane 
on Lake Maskinonge.  He visited the NRX pile building, Isotope Separation Lab and NRU 
building being shown various parts of these buildings and given explanations of their 
construction, the experiments going on and the preparation of isotopes by Mr. Hatfield, Dr. 
Lewis, Dr. Laurence and Mr. Gilbert.  He had lunch with senior staff and left immediately 
after by plane for Ottawa.  The visit was a very successful one and our distinguished visitor 
appeared to enjoy the time spent at the Project.  He was met at the dock by Mr. Bennett who 
accompanied him on the tour.   

1954 September-October 
• At the end of October there were 1,874 employees of which 961 were salaried personnel. 

1954 November 
• A documentary film of the Project for the CBC Television Division was taken during the last 

week of the month.   
1954 December 
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• The total number of employees at the end of December was 1,893 of which 631 were 
professional and technical; 905 were prevailing rate personnel.  

1955 January 
• The total number of employees at the end of January was 1,915 of which 1,010 were staff 

members. 
1955 March 

• The total number of employees at the end of March was 1,927 of which 658 were scientists 
and technicians, 903 prevailing rate and the remaining administration and clerical.  The 
contractors had about 660 men on construction in the Plant area and the Village.  

• On March 24, the Right Honourable C.D. Howe made the announcement concerning the 
plans to construct a prototype reactor which will deliver 20,000kW of electrical energy. 

1955 June  
• On June 16, members of the Deep River Women’s Club were given a tour of the Plant.   
• The total number of employees at the end of June was 2,114 of which 677 were professional 

and technical personnel, and 56 were summer students or professors.  
1955 August 

• A large number of the senior research staff were away most of the month attending the 
Geneva Conference.  

• At the end of August, the number of employees was 2,180 of which 685 were scientific and 
technical. 

1955 September 
• The total number of employees at the end of September was 2,144. 

1955 November 
• Clyde Kennedy is preparing a booklet to be used in obtaining staff, outlining the types of 

work and employees the Company is seeking from university graduates.  It will also give 
some account of the attractive living conditions in Deep River, as well as accommodation 
available in Pembroke.  Certain members of staff are now arranging to visit the universities 
to interview possible candidates and this booklet will be available for distribution. 

• The total number of employees at the end of November was 2,197. 
1955 December-1956 January 

• The group of engineers working on plans for a larger power reactor under Harold Smith have 
been joined by two new men and several of our employees who have been with us for some 
years have accepted positions with commercial industries.  This is particularly the case 
with technicians who acquire considerable knowledge in electronics at the Project and thus 
become very valuable to industry and also in some cases new large companies desire more 
mature, experienced men and can offer greater renumeration for their services.  This is 
however to be expected and provided we can continue to find and attract first-class young 
men, and our senior staff remain, this can be viewed as a proper contribution to our 
national progress by a publicly-funded project.   
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• The number of employees at the end of January was 2,207 and of those 708 were technical 
and scientific.   

1956 February-March 
• Three deaths occurred in the Village during February.  On February 1, Horace Woods, a desk 

clerk at the Staff Hotel, died suddenly of a heart attack.  The next day, Dr. E. Hansen, one of 
our dentists, died of a similar affliction, quite unexpectedly, though he had been suffering 
from a heart ailment.  On February 23, Dr. A.J. Cipriani died suddenly of a stroke.  He was in 
at work as usual in the morning but not feeling well, he returned home.  His wife called a 
doctor and he was removed to the hospital but passed away in the afternoon.  His death is a 
great loss to the Project and he is the first senior member of our staff to die on active duty. 
(Dr. Keys continues in his report to talk about Cipriani’s accomplishments and then 
attaches Obits from the spring issue of the bulletin Canadian Association of Physicists, and 
a long editorial from the Montreal Star dated February 25, 1956.) 

• The total number of employees at the end of March was 2,199 of which 729 were scientific 
and technical personnel. 

1956 April 
• Gordon W. Hatfield, Manager of Industrial Operations, resigned on April 15 to accept 

employment with Carbide Chemicals Limited in Montreal, after having been associated 
with the Project since 1944.  On the same day, W.J. Greenway, Chief Accountant, retired 
after 43 years of service in the Canadian Government and AECL.   We regret the loss of 
these two members of our staff, who have been so long with us and who made a definite 
contribution to the success of the Project. On April 28, the Department of External Affairs 
released an announcement of the gift to India of a research reactor of a somewhat modified 
NRX design.  Shawinigan Engineering Co. Ltd. are responsible for certain modifications in 
the design of the NRX reactor which are required since sea water must be used for cooling 
rather than fresh water.   

• The number of employees at the end of the month was 2,198 of which 1,073 were prevailing 
rate.  

1956 May 
• The total number of employees at the end of May was 2,287 of which 1,091 were hourly rate, 

3654 scientific and 775 technical and administrative.  In addition, contractors had 545 men 
working at the Plant and in the Village.   

1956 June 
• Mention should be made of the visit of the President of the Republic of Indonesia, Dr. 

Sukarno, with a party of 37 members of his staff on June 6.  He was accompanied by L.J. 
Cardin (Parliamentary Assistant to L.B. Pearson), E. D’Arcy McGreer and a number of 
reporters, photographers and CBC officials.  They came by special train to Chalk River 
where the President was met on arrival by senior members of AECL staff and the public 
school children and boy scouts of Chalk River.   Dr. Sukarno was apparently much 
interested in children and was pleased by the reception. After a Plant tour, the group was 
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taken to the Village where Dr. Sukarno visited each class of the Keys Public School and gave 
the children brief talks on Indonesia.  Though he hastened through the reactor buildings in 
less than one half hour, he spent over an hour at the school.  He requested that all the 
children be assembled outside and after the children had sung “O Canada” and ‘Happy 
Birthday”, (it being his birthday) he and his staff sang patriotic Indonesian songs to them. 

1956 July  
• Dr. L.G. Cook has resigned and has accepted a position with the Research Lab of the 

General Electric Company in Schenectady.  Dr. W.M. Campbell has been appointed 
Director of the Chemistry and Metallurgy Division in charge of both the nuclear chemistry 
research section and the chemical engineering branch.  Dr. R.H. Betts will head the 
research section and Dr. A.M. Aikin the engineering branch of this division.   

1956 August 
• The total number of employees at the end of August was 2,388. 

1956 September 
• On September 4 a party of 27 engineers and physicists arrived from India to gain experience 

in operating NRX reactor so they will be familiar with the one that Canada is giving to India 
under the Columbo Plan.  The men are being trained by R.E. Manson. The Indians seem to 
getting along quite well and have already formed a cricket club to play against visiting clubs 
on the weekends.   

• A notable event during the month was the “Turning of the Sod” for the NPD reactor at Des 
Joachims on September 19.  

• On Saturday, September 22, an “Open House” was held at the Plant, each employee being 
permitted to bring in one guest to see where he/she worked and were allowed to visit the 
Library building and the two reactors. Nine hundred and sixty-two took advantage of this 
first occasion on which an employee might bring in their spouse, or parent, each individual 
providing his own transportation. It was much appreciated by the employees.   

1956 October 
• Jac Cropley, Supervisor, Employee Welfare (Deep River) arranged a tour for the Indian group 

who were here over October 27/28.  They visited the Ford Motor Company plant in Oakville, 
The Steel Company of Canada in Hamilton and the Niagara Falls power plants of the Hydro 
Power Commission of Ontario.  

1956 November 
• His excellency The Governor General Mr. Massey, accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. L. Massey 

and Aids made a visit to the Village and the Project on November 30.  They were driven 
around the village and His Excellency, after being presented to T.W. Morison, Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees, the other two Trustees, clergy and school principals, addressed the 
children on the playing field.    

• A second weekend visit to Canadian points of interest for the Indian group was arranged by 
Jac Cropley.  They visited the Algoma steel works in Sault Ste. Marie, the Blind River uranium 
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mines, Espanola, Sudbury and North Bay, hiring a Colonial Bus and paying their own 
expenses.   

• The total number of employees (including those at Commercial Products) at the end of 
November was 2,372.  

• The ground has been cleared for the NPD reactor and some excavation has been done. 
1957 January 

• Dr. T.J. Hardwick, Research Chemistry, left the Project to join the staff of the Gulf Oil 
Research Lab in Pittsburgh and M. Beam, one of our senior health surveyors, to go to 
Curtis-Wright Co., Pa, USA. 

1957 February 
• The total number of employees at the end of February was 2,362.  Of these, 1,140 were 

hourly rate, 382 scientific and 840 technical and administrative.  The construction 
companies had an additional 597 men working at the Plant and in the Village.   

1957 June 
• D.G. Campbell, the AECL treasurer, has announced his acceptance of the position of 

Comptroller of the McLean-Hunter Publishing Co. Ltd., Toronto.  He will not be leaving, 
however, until the middle of August.   

• The total number of employees at the end of June was 2,497.  Of those, 1,153 were hourly 
personnel, 407 scientific, 850 technical and administrative and 87 summer.  The 
construction companies had an additional 486 men working ait the Plant and in the Village.  

1957 August   
• The total number of employees at the end of July was 2,551. 

 
1957 August 

• On August 2, in the evening, while swimming at Petawawa Point, with three of his 
companions, S. Sitaraman, a member of the Indian group working at the Plant, was 
unfortunately drowned.  None of them were good swimmers and he got beyond his depth 
before his companions could get help.  A special service was held in Pembroke on August 4, 
lead by one of the members of the Indian delegation.    

• On August 23, Harold Shead, who had been the UK Liaison Officer here since February 5, 
1955, left the Project to return to England with his children.  His wife died in Deep River on 
July 8.  He was replaced by J. Stephenson.    

1957 September-October 
• Open House for members of the staff and employees of the company to bring one guest 

each to visit the Project was held on Saturday, September 21.  856 guests of AECL 
personnel toured the Plant.  

• At the end of October, the number of employees was 2,554 of which 424 were professional, 
413 technical, 456 administrative and clerical, one summer worker and 1,260 prevailing 
rate.   

1957 November 
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• Highlight of the report was the startup of NRU which achieved criticality at 6:10 am on 
November 3.  This was followed several weeks later when, at 12:05 on November 29, the 
Pool Type Reactor (PTR) achieved criticality.   

• The World Bank has decided to cooperate with the Italian Electronucleare Nazionale 
Societa to select and build a 150,000 megawatt (this must be a typo and be meant to say 
150,000 kilowatt) electrical nuclear power plant.  Dr. W.B. Lewis has been appointed 
Chairman of the International Panel which has been established by the World Bank to 
guide the staff od the project through its work.  

• Dr. R.M. Pearce has gone to work for a year in the Reactors Division of AERE, Harwell, 
England. 

• All but five of the Indian trainees left on November 28 to return to India.  There was a 
farewell party given by the Deep River Community Association at which each member of 
the group was presented with a small copy of a large, framed picture which was made up 
of a mosaic of various photograph depicting characteristic scenes of places they had 
visited and events at the Project and in the Village during their stay.  The large picture will 
be placed in some room of their establishment at Trombay as a constant reminder of their 
sojourn in Canada.   

1957 December  
• Dr. W.G. Cross has been given a year’s leave of absence to take a position on the physics 

staff at the University of Washington State.   
1958 January 

• Plans have been drawn up for a Nuclear Power Plant Division of this Company to be situated 
in Toronto.   

 
1958 February  

• T.G. Church, Scientific Administrative Officer, Reactor Research and Development Division, 
has been appointed a scientific secretary for the Second International Conference on 
Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy which will be held in Geneva September 1-13.  He has been 
given leave of absence to do this work for the nest six or seven months in New York and 
Geneva.   

• With the formation of the Nuclear Power Plant Division and the completion of construction 
of NRU, the Engineering Development and Special Projects Division has been dissolved. As 
of February 26, and various responsibilities reassigned.  F.M. Sayers, former Manager of the 
Division has been appointed Director of a new division, Research Engineering and research 
and development.   

1958 April 
• It was announced on April 8 that Dr. W.J. Bennett had resigned as President of AECL, 

effective April 30.  A complimentary dinner was given on April 19 in the Staff Hotel, to Dr. 
and Mrs. Bennett by the senior members of the Chalk River staff and their wives at which a 
small commemorative pen set, suitable inscribed, was presented to him. 
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1958 May 
• On May 7, The Honourable Gordon Churchill, Minister of Trade and Commerce, announced 

the appointment of J.L. Gray as President of AECL and R.J. Henry as President of Eldorado 
Mining and Refining Limited. 

1958 June  
• C.C. Kennedy and his assistants have been designing 25 large panels, some with large 

photographs others with smaller ones, illustrating various phases of Canadian 
developments in the peaceful uses of energy.  These will be shown with various models at 
the forthcoming Geneva Conference.  He has also placed an exhibit with a working model 
of the NPD plant in Cockburn and Archer’s window in Pembroke in connection with that 
town’s centennial celebration being held in July.   

• Dr. W.M. Barss has left to take temporary employment with the UN as a Scientific Editor for 
the Geneva Conference.   

• R.M. Smith and family has joined the IAEA and is now in Vienna.  
• The dome of the Canada-India reactor is now completed and painted.  Work on this project 

is proceeding but is somewhat behind schedule.   
• At the end of June there were 2,697 employees of which 452 were professional, 906 

technicians and administrative, 75 summer students and professors and 1,265 hourly rate.   
1958 August 

• Dr. A.H. Booth has resigned to take a position with the Department of Health and Welfare, 
Ottawa.   

• W.L. Elsdon has left the Project to become Assistant Professor of Chemistry at Waterloo 
College and Dr. R.E. Jervis has accepted a similar position in the Engineering Faculty of the 
University of Toronto.   

• Clyde Kennedy and his staff have prepared an excellent illustrated booklet entitled 
“Canada’s Atom Serves mankind” for the Geneva Conference. Listing all the members of 
the Canadian Delegation including 32 from AECL.  Dr. W.B. Lewis is Head of the Canadian 
Delegation.   

1958 September 
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1958 October 

• The new laboratory for detecting the total radiation from a man’s body, which has been built 
in the Village, has been completed and the apparatus is being calibrated.  With it the 
amount of 40K  in and 137Cs in a normal person’s body can be measured and thus any extra 
absorbed radioactive material present determined such as one might absorb from coming 
in contact with radon or ingesting radioactive material.   

• On October 25 an open house was held at the Project for employees who could each bring 
in two visitors. The number of visitors, including employees and guests was 1,035.   A 
second open house was held the following Saturday for those who were on shift duty and 13 
came.   

• On Friday, October 10, 206 teachers who were attending the North Renfrew Teacher’s 
Federation meeting in Deep River visited the Project.   

1958 December 
• Discussions have been held with the Hydro Electric Power Commission in regard to 

construction of houses for NPD employees.  It is estimated that 45 houses will be required 
and they will be built in Deep River.   

1959 January 
• H.H. Clayton, who has been appointed Liaison Officer in London, England, for AECL left on 

January 24 to take up his new position.  Dr. T.D. Newton will be acting as head of the 
Theoretical Physics Branch during his absence.   

• On January 30, at 5:05 pm, one of our buses carrying prevailing rate employees from the 
Plant to Deep River was involved in a head-on collision with a four-ton truck on Hwy. 17.  The 
investigation indicates that the truck was out of control and on the wrong side of the road.  
Eight of our employees were seriously injured, including the driver; six with broken bones, 
one with chest injuries and one with head injuries.  All are progressing satisfactorily.  The 
driver of the truck was also injured.  

• At the end of the month there were 2,621 employees: Head Office (8), Commercial Products 
Division (232), NPPD (Toronto) (44), Chalk River (2,337).  The breakdown at Chalk River was: 
Professional (404), Technical and Admin (793), Hourly Rate 1,007, and Construction (133).    

1959 February 
• The men who were injured in the bus accident are all doing well.  Three of those hurt with 

broken limbs are still in hospital.   
• Work is proceeding on the NPD site, mostly pouring concrete.  

1959 March 
• Effective March 1, E.C.W. Perryman has been appointed Assistant Director of Chemistry 

and Metallurgy Division but will retain his responsibilities as Head of the Research 
Metallurgy Branch.   
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• R.C. Brothers (US Liaison Office) left the Project on March 13 for Washington and Dr. E.E. 
Sinclair on March 26, both to take other positions under the USAEC.  There was a going-
away party on March 256 for Dr. Sinclair and J.L. Gray made a presentation to him of a pen 
set and photograph.   

1959 April 
• Progress is being achieved in the construction of the NPD reactor at Rolphton.  The forms 

for the concrete of the upper walls and some of the internal parts of the structure are in 
place.   

• There were 4,313 visitors to the Project during the year April 1, 1958, to March 31, 1959, of 
which 1,408 were school children, teachers and various clubs such as Rotary, Kiwanis etc.  
Scientists, special and business visitors accounted for 1,499. 

1959 May 
• The appointment of Charles A. Grinyer as V-P Engineering of AECL, effective July 1, was 

announced May 26. 
• The total number of employees at the end of May was 2,736.   

1959 July 
• The Organization for European Economic Recovery in Paris has purchased from Crawley 

Films Limited a copy of the AECL film “Atomic Energy in Canada” for their library.  The same 
film has been awarded a Gold Plaque for its excellence by the Rome International Fair on 
July 3.   

• Dr. O.J.C. Runnalls has been appointed among those attending the Staff College Course in 
Kingston and will be away on leave for a year commencing August 1.   

• The site for the new CANDU reactor is to be near Kincardine on Lake Huron, according to an 
announcement by James Duncan of the Ontario Hydro. 

• Work on NPD is proceeding satisfactorily. 
• The number of employees at the end of July was 2,815. 

 
 
1959 August 

• In last month’s report it was stated in error that Dr. James Duncan had announced the site 
of the CANDU reactor.  What he stated was that some property had been optioned near 
Kincardine as a possible site for the reactor, but no decision has been made for the site.  
Whatever location is chosen must be acceptable to the AECB. 

1959 September 
• Construction of NPD is proceeding at its attractive location. 
• E.P. Hincks left on September 21 with his family to spend a year at the Fermi Institute of 

Nuclear Studies, University of Chicago, and Dr. A.W.G. Cameron and his wife left to spend a 
year at the California Institute of Technology.   

• The number of employees at the end of the month was 2,702.   
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1959 October 
• A contract has been given to Dell Construction C. Ltd. to erect 41 houses in the Westmount 

subdivision for the staff who will operate the NPD reactor.   
• On October 1, the Honorable Gordon C. Churchill announced that AECL would build a 

nuclear research and development center in Manitoba at which work on an organic-cooled, 
natural uranium fueled, heavy water moderated, power reactor may be carried out.  J.L. 
Gray and F.W. Gilbert have both been to Winnipeg to discuss with the Manitoba provincial 
authorities the site for this new research center.  By the end of the month a suitable area 
had been chosen and action is proceeding to acquire it. 

• The USAEC has appointed J.H. Rubin, formerly at the Savannah River Operations Office, as 
their liaison officer working with NPPD, Toronto. 

1959 November 
• Dr. W.B. Lewis has been chosen among the first group of members of the American Nuclear 

Society to be the new grade of Fellow.   
1959 December 

• The NPD structure is more than 50% completed. 
• The rooms in the addition to Mackenzie High School are now nearly all occupied.  The new 

lab for physics and chemistry will be in use when the school opens after the New Year.   
• The bus driver injured in the January 30 accident is still not back at work.   
• The number of employees at the end of December was 2,684.  Their breakdown is: Head 

Office (9), CPD, Ottawa (240), NPPD (86), Chalk River (2.349).  The breakdown at Chalk River 
was: Professional (409), Tech and Admin (817). Hourly Rate (1,000) and Temporary (123).   

 
 
Jim Ungrin 
25 May 2025. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


