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Memories of Deep River's
First Mayor

The Making of
the Town

In the beginning was the Plant. And people came to
work at the Plant. And they brought their spouses.
Then there were children. And the journey to Pembroke
for everything necessary to life became too much to
bear. Then someone said "We should have a proper
town" ..... and they built businesses ... and schools for
the children ... and a hospital and doctors and nurses
and dentists for health..and churches for the soul ..
and police for keeping civic peace... and a town council
for maintaining and improving. And very soon, where
there had been just a few families living along the river
bank, eking out a quiet living from the land and the wa-
ter, there was DEEP RIVER, a fully-equipped function-
ing TOWN.

This supplement, the third of our Golden Jubilee collec-
tion, tells how the town sprang up and grew, until it
had everything a town should have, and was, in reality,
a regular town. For a town needs more than a Compa-
ny and its employees, it needs retailers and services, it
needs institutions and volunteers, it needs a post office,
schools, delegates to government, help for the sick and
needy, a library and many other components. Above all,
it needs a community spirit to see that everything
works together for the good of all. This is the story of
the coming together of the structure of our community.

Summer student, Bob Kim, in-
terviewed Dr. Ara Mooradian,
who became the town's first
mayor in 1959, and was a mem-
ber of the Improvement District
Board of Trustees set up in
1956. Below are some of Dr.
Mooradian’s thoughts on the
politics of Deep River in the ear-
ly days.

.. on the Board of Trustees
under the Improvement
District

“The transition was from a
company town to an Improve-
ment District to a full-fledged
municipality. The Improvement
District is a marvelous munici-
pal type of government, and I
think it's something people
ought to think about for
stre. i gover
There were just three trustees

inted by the Li it

Governor, One was clearly rep-
resenting the company’s inter-
est, one was representing the
busi ‘s interests  in

This supplement is the third in a series of four, to be
published on the first Wednesdays of May, June July
and August in 1995 to celebrate Deep River's Golden
Jubilee. The supplements. are issued as part of the
regular weekly editions of The North Renfrew Times.
Extra copies may be purchased at §1 each from the
offices of the newspaper. Sets of the four supplements
will be on sale in early August.

The cover illustration is made up from three pictures.

The classroom is the Grade Four class of Miss Dorothy Hill in Cock-
croft School, in, about, 1950. pholo courlesy of CRL Public Rela-
lions office.

On the lower left is the original Bank of Montreal Deep River
Branch which opened lor business at 9 Hillcrest in December 1945.
The two bank lellers enjoying a break in the sun do not seem lo be
overrun with work. pholo courtesy of Agnes Comiskey McGuffie.

Outside the old A&P store on Alder, in June 1978, produce manag-
er Bert Telford and assistant Suzanne Tremblay are working their
friendly persuasion on customers who include Kay Audet and Phyl-
lis Flack. photo by Lorna Bourns

T
tlelcome to
DEEP RIVER

town, and the other one was to
represent the citizen's interest
in the town.

“When the Improvement Dis-
trict was set up, Tom Morison
was the chairman, He was the
company representative, a mar-
velous man, an amazing admin-
istrator. But this three-man
Board of Trustees were all of
the boards under the municipal
act = the Board of Health, the
High School Board, the Public
School Board, the Hydro Com-
migsion, everything.

“Frank Tierney was appoint-
ed the businessman's trustee,
and | was appointed the citi-
zen's trustee. We set up the ce-
metery, the high school. And
the beauty of it was, you knew
exactly where the decisions had
to be made, it wasn't passing it
to some sub-committee that
was going to study it indefinite-
ly then come back The buck
really was just around our ta-
ble — three people, and there
was no place to pass responsi-
bilities. Something landed on
the table, and it had o be dealt
with.

“The only change I would
make to something like a three
man Board of Trustees would
be to have the trustees elected
rather than appointed by the
Lieutenant Governor, or, you
can have the town elect recom-
mended appointees. This form
of government would be great
for municipalities up to 10,000,
it really avoids a lot of the
hedging, the bureaucracy, and
you had to know all your stufl.
It was like having three mayors
sitting on the thing, with no
body to refer to, excepl if you
had to hire a consultant.

*As an example ... the obvi-
ous’ call for ‘sidewalks. It ‘was
very apparent and.' people

thought, as soon as we became
a municipality they'd be able to
vote in the sidewalks. And sure
enough, when I had the first
council, sidewalks were a very
relevant issue. From the expe-
rience | had with the Board of
Trustees, all these things that
seem self-evident, on deeper ex-

inati aren’t ily
what you'd expect. And 1 was
looking at the record that we
had of safety, road safety —
and the place was just loaded
with children. The fact that
there wasn't a sidewalk, it was
quite clear that the drivers had
responsibility for the safety,
you don't just go roaring down
these streets without side-
walks, And we hadn't had any
accident that 1 can remember
of any pedestrian with a vehi-
cle. I thought we ought to take
a look at this before we jumped
into the business of having

was mayor was that I thought
it was very important that the
village have access fo

beach property, and that was a
dandy. I mark that as one of
the achievements here. The
other one as mayor, was what [
didn't allow to happen. I didn't
allow  water-metering.

whole village just operates on a
layer of about two or three
inches of topsoil, and if you
have people worrying about
how much water they're using
because of what they're going
to pay for it, then you'd have a
pretty lousy looking communi-
ty, it wouldn't look like the
park that we've got now. And it
didn't make sense to me for us
to be living on a river and me-
tering water.”

« on why he ran for office
“One of the important rea-

sidewalks. It wasn't self-
evident to me thal a communi-
ty with sidewalks was any saf-
er than a community without
one. So we hired a consultant
to try and find communities
that were like ours that had
put in sidewalks. We found one
in Winnipeg and that's exactly
what happened, the community
proved to be safer without side-
walks than with, because the
traffic was aware that they
were responsible for the road
safety,

. on the first council

“The first year was a very in-
teresting time. We ended up
having to set up all the major
committees and so on. But for
out and out achievement the
ones that | can remember as
most important were getting
the second shopping centre
through, buying, then setting
up, Pine Point Beach, stopping
the metering of water, and an
immunization program for po-
lio, which I was very keen on
making sure that the town had.

*One of the reasons 1 insisted
on buying Pine Point when |

Mayor Lyall Smith with first Mayor Ara Mooradian

sons | ran, was to make sure
that the community had access
1o as broad a choice as possible
for the governing of the commu-
nity. There was some question
whether you could be mayor
and work at the plant, but one
of the things | wanted to make
sure for the town was that any-
body in AECL could undertake
that job.

“The thing I thought we
ought to do which we didn't do
was to cast a by-law limiting
the number of by-laws! The
concept | think, would still hold
water. Anytime  somebody
wanted to introduce a new by-
law to restrict the people, they
had to destroy an old one that
was obsolete. I don't know what
the magic number of by-laws is,
but you would think that you
should be able to regulate a
community like this with no
more than a hundred by-laws.
With a free society you want to
keep as much responsibility
with the individual and as little
with the community as possi-
ble. But, I don't think I ever
formally introduced that. but
that ‘was. one'' |
thought about.”® .« '\

bpay



NRT Oct 5,1994
by Kathy Hughes

AECL  has apparently
reached a tentative agreement
to sell over 1000 acres of land
slong Balmer'’s Bay Rd. con-
taining the town's cross coun-
try ski trails.

AECL first confirmed the
deal last week, then back-
tracked.

Meanwhile, the Deep River
Cross Country Ski Club and lo-
cal skiers are wondering
whether they will be able to
continue to use the trails.

The deal is apparently not fi-
nalized and is set to close some
time in October. The buyer,
however, remains a mystery.

“The person has asked to not
to be made known,” said Drew
Scot of Remax Realty in Pem-
broke. Remax is the agent re-
sponsible for selling AECL
land.

Last Tuesday, CRL public af-
fairs spokesperson Dave Lisle
told the NRT a deal had been
reached to sell the property
which included both sides of
Balmer’s Bay Rd., but did not
include King’s Farm.

He said he could not provide
information about the buyer or
the price. He did say the list
price for the property was
$700,000.

But when contacted for fur-
ther details the next day, CRL
officiale would not discuss the
deal.

“AECL will not confirm or
deny whether any AECL land
is either the subject of an
agreement of purchase and sale
or has been sold.,” said spokes-
person John Perehinec.

Town officials and the ski
club both say they have not offi-
cially been notified about a
sale.

Gail Moon, president of the
DRXC said the club is hoping
to hear something soon “one
way or another.”

“It is almost the end of Sep-
tember and we have some con-
cerns as we are starting to pre-
pare for the season.”

Ross Meadowcroft said the
club has written a letter to the
prospective buyer and has
asked the real estate agent to
deliver it.

He said they wanted to let
the buyer know what property
they have on the land which in-
cludes such things as trailers,
lights, bridges and even a me-
morial dedicated to a former
club member. He said they also
want to know if they will be al-
lowed continued use of the
land.

“If they don’t want us on the
trails, there is not much point
in starting work this fall.”

‘ arrangement  between
the club and AECL to use the
land has always been “infor-

mal” and the club has always
had a good relationship with
the company, said Meadow-
eroft.

But he said he was disap-
pointed the club or the town
was not approached by AECL
about its plans to sell the prop-
erty and the club was surprised
by the “sheer magnitude” of the
acreage involved.

“There has been no opportu-
nity for us to indicate how
much property we could use for
the town.”

Moon said the club executive
has discussed the possible sale
and what its options might be.

“We realize we may have to
come up with alternatives.”

But she said the loss of the
trails would be a big loss for
the town.

“Many people have worked so
very hard for many years to
make the ski trails of this eali-
bre. All of us would be very sad
to lose them.”

The land along Balmer's Bay
Rd. is now zoned undeveloped
and includes a number of large
lots.

In the event of any planned
development, the town's poli-
cies on development and its
zoning by-laws would come into
play, said clerk-treasurer Larry
Simons.

Under that zoning, the per-
mitted uses include such things
as animal farming, agriculture,
camping facilities, forestry,
trails, recreational or cultural
pursuits and wildlife conserva-
tion.

As well, lot sizes in that area
must be a minimum of 10
acres.

Communication Lacking

Mayor Lyall Smith says he
has received calls from resi-
dents about the sale. Many are
concerned that AECL was not
public enough in letting resi-
dents know the land was actu-
ally on the market.

“There is certainly a feeling
out there that they have missed
the process.”

In many ways, Smith says he
shares their concerns a
points to communication prob-
lemns with AECL.

At the end of April, the town
received a letter from AECL
which said the company would
be “rationalizing” recreational
properties “associated with
things like the golf course, ten-
nis courts, etc.” over the sum-
mer. The letter also said AECL
expected to address the Balm-
er's Bay area in the fall.

The town wrote back at the
end of May to Dan de Verteuil,
vice-president of the facilities
and support organizational
unit at CRL.

In its letter, the town said it
would like to be told of the com-
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The Modern AECL and the
Politics of Recreation

pany’s progress and plans for
the land sales, "becanse of the
potentially significant impacts
on the community of some of
these sales.”

The town also encouraged
AECL *to maintain the compa-
ny’s links to the town" when
dealing with recreational prop-
erties,

“We are very concerned that
significant recreational facili-
ties like those mentioned above
should remain viable,” the town

said.

Although the ski trails are
not mentioned specifically,
Smith said they were definitely
included as land the town had
concerns about and asked to be
kept informed about.

But Smith says apart from a
meeting with de Verteuil and
“a promise to get back to me,”
there has been no response to
the town’s letter.

Perehinec said at the meet-
ing it was pointed out that de
Verteuil had just started in his
new position and would need
some time to deal with the is-
sues, but the mayor was told
the company intended to follow
the time frame outlined in its
April letter. He said it was also
agreed that “the mayor could
call AECL about any concerns
in the interim.*

Perehinec said AECL’s gener-
al process for deciding whether
to sell and is to first determine
if the company has any plans
for the land. If the company de-
cides selling is an option, it
then gets two independent ap-
praisals on the land.

In deciding how to sell a
property, Perehinec said the
company will “exercise the best
option to achieve the desired re-
sult.”

He pointed out that each
transaction is different and
handled based on the individu-
al circumstances and time.

He said the company does
take into account other inter-
ests in the land, and points to
its efforts with King’s Farm,
But in the end he said the com-
pany’s needs come first.

“Our interests have to be
prime.”

He said it is not a secret that
Balmer's Bay land is for sale
and said people have always
had access to the company to
make their concerns known.

“We have stated our inten-
tions many, many times.”

He said it is also no secret
the company is facing a finan-
cial erunch.

“We do have an appreciation
of the effect we have on the
community, but we also ask
people to have some apprecia-
tion for our position in having
to meet our obligations to our
shareholders.”

“These decisions are  mnot

made lightly” 1/

Bits and pizeces
from the
counneil ehambers

Roselma Sinclair new county warden

NRT, January 28, 1970

Roselma Sinclair, Reeve of
Deep River, was elected War-
den of Renfrew County last
week, the first representative
from Deep River to hold the
office which dates back to
1861 when Renfrew was sep-
arated from neighbouring La-
nark. Although Deep River is
25 years old this year, it has
been a municipality for only
11 years. During that time,
Mrs. Sinclair has served on
county council nine years,
first as deputy reeve and, since 1966, as reeve. Mrs. Sinclair is
the first woman to become Warden.

Mrs. Sinclair won against her opponent, Mr. Carl Fletcher,
Reeve of Westmeath Township by a healthy margin, the vote
being 29 to 20. The new Warden then chaired the meeting for
the rest of the day with great efficiency and good humour.

Mrs. Sinclair is especially pleased that she has been chosen
in the Town's anniversary year and she also feels that, with a
representative in the position, the Town is now well integrated
into the county and really has some responsibility for what's
happening.

I was a lonely little petunia...

NRT, January 14, 1976

Councillor Thompson's report to Council from the Tree Con-
servation Committee was brief and can be reported verbatim.
“The Tree Conservation Committee held a meeting in Council
Chambers on Monday, January 5, at 7:30 p.m. Through a
breakdown of communications, the only member present was
me. After a short discussion with myself, it was decided that
there was insufficient input and the meeting was adjourned at
7:45 p.m.”

Park named:
It’s a bird...it's a complaint

NRT, January 3, 1979

Councillor Marjorie von Fintel moved that “all references to
a name for the west end park be removed from the by-law"
and recommended that a short list of names for this park be
drawn up. von Fintel pointed out that there was “no strong
historical reason” for the name “grouse” and also said that the
word has negative connotations. In addition to being the name
of a game bird, “grouse” also means “complain” or a “person
who habitually complains.”

The name “grouse” was first suggested for the park in 1976,
when three members of the Municipal Recreation Committee
went out to look over the future park. As they walked along an
access footpath, a grouse flew up. von Fintel commented that
she “didn’t want a little incident like that to name it.”

Lyall Smith took exception to von Fintel's remarks, saying
*grouse” is a “well-known Canadian word" and that this name
has been “accepted by the various committees invelved.” Depu-
ty Reeve Howard Keech said he liked the name and considered
it “suitable to name it (the park) after a bird or tree.” He
thought that only in British usage does the word “"grouse®
have negative connotations.

von Fintel disagreed, pointing out that Canadians also used
this word to mean “complain” and said she would “like to see
‘grouse’ on a short list of names to see what people prefer.”

The motion was defeated, with only von Fintel and Council-
lor Ward supporting it.
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A new marina at the DRYTC

“Beautiful facility”
is officially opened
NRT, July 10, 1985

Federal MP Len Hopkins
called the new Deep River
Marina & “beautiful faclity”
as he officially opened
project. Hopkins and many
other dignitaries were on
hand at the Deep River Yacht
and Tennis Club July 1 to see
the end result of many years
of work.

Starting at noon, the public
was invited to tour the slips
and boats moored alongside
Sailors were invited to deco-
rate their boats for Canada
Day and masts were ablaze
with balloons, Canada flags
and streamers. As the Lanark
and Renfrew Pipe Band gath-
ered for the formal ceremony,
wind surfers provided a per-
fect backdrop at the entrance
to the marina, resplendent in
!a.lls (W“E\FE]'_\‘ ml“l)ﬂ“ huE m-
agmable

Chairman of the event,
Wayne Pettipas, introduced
Hopkins who joked that this
was “the first harbour ever
built in the ice age™ - refer-
ring to all the work done in
the dead of winter.

One of the driving forces be-
hind the marina, the chair-
man of the development com
mittee, Al Lane, gave the
crowd a short history of the

marina’s "happening”

He noted that Hopkins and
MPP Sean Conway were two
of the key people behind the
project. He also noted the
port of Mayor Lyall Smi
council, as well as federal and
provincial ministries

Lane noted that a8 number
of studies regarding the wa-
terfront were done as far back
as 25 years ago, but the most
recent one was just two and &
half years ago

A formal application was
filed by the town in October
‘83 for the marina facility
Over $200,000 in grants was
received

There were also key discus-
gions with the Ministry of
Natural Resources on a pro-
posed waterfront park

The project was approved
by the new government in ‘84
and harbour construction was
started. In the winter of ‘84
construction continued and
the marina was operational
on June 20 of this year

Before finishing his presen-
tation, Lane acknowledged
the hard work and dedication
of Shel Gibson who designed
the docks, supervised con-
struction, hired staff, in-
stalled piles, docks and ap-
proaches and interacted with
all the contractors. “He had
taken nine months out of his
life to work on the marina,”
noted Lane

Other recognized were: Ga-
vin Nicholson, who designed
and fabricated special tools
for the project, and welded
numerous “specialty items,”
and was instrumental in con-
structing a pile driver and
provided invaluable consults
on the project; Bernie Houle,
who loaned tools and equip-
ment, provided consultation
and liaison with contractors
and constructed and painted
signs, contributed to the con-
struction of the approach
rampe and provided a photo-
graphic record of the marina
construction; Bill Hunter,
who did machining work and
custom welding on short no-
tice; Ross Gilbert, whao
worked on the assembly of the
approach ramps and the in-
stallation of anchor chain
locking plates to the docks;
Des Dalrymple, who did ma-
chining work to fabricate the
eye bolt backing plates and
anchor chain locking plates
and also painted these fix-
tures; Wayne Pettipas, who
did design work on the decks,
the ramps and provided con-
sultation; Art Cracknell, who
did carpentry work on the
docks and ramps; and Gerry
Lynch, who contributed to the
early planning of the marina
and provided invaluable as-
sistance in presenting cases
for grants and sought sources
of support for funding.

The making of Bernard Childs Auditorium

Save now or
pay later

NRT, September 10, 1969

A week from tonight, Council
will make a decision about sup-
porting an enlarged stage and
additional seating for the audi-
torium at Mackenzie High
School and it has been learned
that the subcommittee set up to
study the matter will advise
agmnst it.

The request for support came
from a body of public-spirited
atizens who believe that, with

certain improvements, Macken-
zie's new sloping floor auditon-
um could become a greatl asset
to Deep River. A committee
was formed, with Bernard
Childs as chairman, to obtain
agreement from the Board of
Education for alterations in
plans, and to approach the
Deep River Council for finan-
cial support.

It was considered that the
town would have essentially a
new  $500,000 theatre-cum-
lecture hall at a cost of only
$100,000. The committes pro-
poses W launch a fund-raising
campaign to obtain $20,000 in

private  donations, leaving
$80,000 to be found by Council.
If, as is anticipated, AECL pro-
vides its grant in lien, about
$30,000 will be left to come out
of taxpayers' pockets

It is understood that the
council subcommittee is doubt-
ful of the practicality of th epro-
posal because of the close dead-
line; the contractor is already
al work on the gymnasium part
of the construction program.
There is insufficient time to
hold a referendum and obtain
approval of the Ontario Munici-
pal Board to float debentures
before the end of the year. The
only alternative is to put the
whole $30,000 on next year's
mill rate, which the subcommit-
tee feels would be too big an in-
Crease in one year

While it would be possible to
add the projected stage at n lat
er date, it would cost more, not
only by way of escalation of
costs, butl also because much
finished work would have to be
down and electrical
other services altered

The Committee feels that
considerable private support
for the scheme is assured. Dur-
ing the past season, an average

torn and

of 205 people attended 56 “per-
formances” which would have
benefitted from the improved
facilities which the new audi-
torium could provide., These
events ranged from fashion,
carnival and variety shows to
Science  Association lectures
and symphony concerts.

The new auditorium might
well attract larger aundiences,
since the Community Centre
with its poor visibility, uncom-
fortable seats, inferior acoustics
and barn-like atmosphere conld
not be expected to appeal to
any but the most enthusiastic
devotees. The Community Cen-
tre stage is loo small and many
performers have stayed away
for this reason. A bigger and
better facility would bring new
events that could not be nceom-
modated before. It would also
encourage local groups to stage
more ambitious productions
than has been their custom
during the last few years

Without the improved stage
it i1s unlikely that any dramatic
productions would be attracted
to Mackenzie High School. The
existing stage, which would re-
main as it is, 18 smaller than
the one in the Community Cen-

tre, so events there would be
restricted to lectures or possi-
bly single musical performanc-
es.

Qualified approval
for auditorium
plans

NRT, September 24, 1969

At their last meeting, Deep
River Council gave their unan-
imous approval to the plans of
the Auditorium Committee to
upgrade the new sloping floor
auditorium in Mackenzie High
Schol by increasing the seating
accemmodation and providing a
reasonable stage

The new auditorium, named in
honour of Bernard Childs was
completed on January 13, 1971
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Deep River Double

»

NRT, July 13, 1988

Deep River Mayor Lyall
Smith received a surprise visit
last Friday afterncon from the
past mayor of Deep River
Deep River, Connecticut, that is.
The mayor's guest, Bob Stals-
burg, former first selectman of
Deep River, Conn., was part of a
contingent headed to Toronto for
a conference when they decided
to take a detour to see their
town's namesakes to the north
Poging for pictures by the Town
sign before heading out for a
turn on the river in Councillor
Wes Stewart's boat were, from
left to right: Councillor Stewart
and his wife Lucille; Emy Mar-
vin, second selectman of Deep
River, Conn., Mayor Lyall
Smith; Dr. Alice Duckworth, Su-
perintendent of Schools; and for-
mer first selectman Bob Stals-
burg and his wife Grace

The similarities between Deep
Rivers Ontario and Conneticut
i are uncanny. Like our Deep Riv-
er, Deep River, Conn. is a town
of approximately 4,000, located
on the shores of the Connecticut
River, and is roughly six miles
upstream from a nuclear plant.
And while Deep River, Conn. is
just a little older (founded in
1635 and incorporated in 1816)
] the name Deep River was only

officially adopted in 1947,

Congnatalations To The Toww of Decte Revern

On Your S50t AHnnivensary

Stanley J. Hunt, MPP ' - Maurice Hamilton, MPP
1943-1958 Sean Conway, MPP 1958-1975
1975-

During its first fifty years, Deep River has been represented by three
members of the Provincial Parliament. Like my predecessors, I've always
enjoyed working with the good people of Deep River. On this very
happy occasion, I wish Deep River and its citizens all the best for

a very successful future.

N—— e e
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TO YOU, AS A NEW RESIDENT OF DEEP RIVER
We hope that the following information will be of use in an-
swering some of your questions. The list has been compiled
by the Deep River Women's Club and is presented to you
through the courtesy of the stafl of the Town Office.

TOWN OFFICE: The Housing Administrator is Mr. T. G. Wil-
liams. When placing maintenance and housing service orders
by phone, use number 339, For other information call 376.

The National Research Council, which is your landlord, as-
sumes responsibility for repairs due to normal wear and tear.
They will also:

Install one clothesline, including hooks, pulleys and pole, if

tenant provides the line.

Check furnaces and fire extinguishers.

Cut down dead trees and remove wasps' nests.

Remove grass clippings weekly in summer.

Take away leaves and rubbish other than garbage.

Redecorate tenants' houses every four years.

Loan, subject to the requi ts of the staff, lawn mowers,

e

post hole augers and ladders for removal of storm windows.

Residents of wartime houses who purchase hot water heaters
;rill have them installed free. Electric stoves are installed for
1.50.

Certain other items which do not come under the scope of
general maintenance, may be done on a repayment basis. For
example storm windows will be removed and windows washed,
glass will be cut to specification if you wish to repair your own
broken windows.

POST OFFICE : Lobby open 9:00 am. to 8:00pm. Mon-Sat

Wickets open 10:00am to 6: 00 pm Mon-Fri
Incoming mail from East and West arrives at 8:30 AM. and
again from the East at 1:30 P.M.

Outgoing mail for Ottawa and points East leaves daily at
12:30 P.M., and for both East and West at 5.30 P.M. on Week-
days and 2:30 P.M. on Saturdays. Airmail for points West is
sent via Ottawa with the morning mail. Because of one sireet
delivery per day, letters for such Eastern points as Taorento
and Montreal arrive a day sooner if mailed in the morning,

Post Office boxes may be rented for $2.00 per year, plus a
35cent deposit for each key.

TRANSPORTATION: Colonial Coach - Tickets and informa-
tion are available at the Coffee Shop (telephone 777). Coffee
Shop is located in the Community Centre building,

The National Research Council provides Shopping buses to
Pembroke for 25 cents round trip. There are buses Thursday
at 9:30 AM. and Saturday at 8.30 AM., and 1:00 P.M. Tick-
ets and information are available at the Town Office. (tele-
phone 376).

Buses to the C.P.R. Station at Chalk River are arranged by
the Administration Branch.

Before midnight all trains are met. After midnight, buses
only meet trains from the East and Train No. 2 from the West
except on request, or on advance notice of passengers arrival,

When service is required, call Deep River 700.

HOSPITAL. Medical and dental appointments may be made
at the Townsite Hospital (phone 333). There are three doc-
tors available, and two dentists.

FIRE: There are firemen on duty at all times. Please note
your nearest fire alarm box. The telephone number is 444,
No fires are allowed within the town limits, Permits to light
fires on the beach may be obtained from the Fire Station and
permits to land across the river from Major Hammond at the
Town Office or from thie Staff Hotel desk.
Please advise when your fire extinguisher is used.

MILK: The Chalk River Dairy delivers milk daily, including
Sunday, and the Pleasant View dairy of Pembroke delivers
daily, including Sunday, during the summer months only.
Milk is 18 cents per quart.

ICE: !m from Pembroke is delivered each Monday and Friday
morning. Ice cards may be ohtained from the Town Office.

COAL AND WOOD: orders in town are handled by F.P. Shea.
Orders may be placed by telephoning 430 or contacting Mrs,
Harrison at the Town Office. Fuel oil is supplied by lmperial
Oil. Te contact the company it is necessary to call the office in
Pembroke, or see the driver when he is in Deep River,

from the Deep River Digest November 1951

The Community Centre
- an exercise in nostalgia

NRT, April 20, 1977
by Lorna Bourns

Less than a shell remains of
the place that was once the hub
of Deep River life. Even the
ghosts that hannted the empty
stage of the Community Centre
now have no place to re-enact
their former days of glory.

Long time residents of Deep
River remember when AECL
erected the building in the
1940s to give the newly-
gathered atomic energy work-
ers a centre for their sports and
social activities.

In it they placed the offices of
the Community Association
which the company helped es-
tablish as an umbrella group
for the more than 70 clubs
which were born there, For
many years the centre and the
association flourished under
the guidance of the company's
recreation director, Jac Cro-
pley, and various assistants.

The building became more

built. the projection room was
taken over by the Ceramics
b o hy club, which
The photography club, whic
met in the Assembly Hall, also
had a dark room tucked away
in a gpace by the back door. For
many years the library had
space in the Centre too, just un-
derneath the Assembly Hall. 1t
was not always easy to main-
tain the scholastic hush desired
by the librarians as the ballet
children practised their jumps
or the young tap dancers clat-
tered on the floor above., When
the new library was established
a youth club took over the room
briefly, painting the area black,
with fluorescent accents.
Space was even found under
the building for a rifle range.
Why did it die? In the mid-
60s AECL announced that it no
longer wished to be in the rec-
reation business and offered
the facility “as is” to the town.
But council refused to bear the
expense of the building with its
astronomical heating bills.
Many people fonght the de-

when it goes, space must ba
found for the remaining ten-

ants.

Then the town will face an-
other controversy. What will
rise in place of the old Commu-
nity Centre? Indeed, should
anything rise there?

AECL sells
property:
Community centre
transferred

NRT, December 23, 1981

Atomic Energy of Canada
Limited has sold to the town of
Deep River the Community
Centre and the lot it is located
on for the minimal fee of §1 on
the condition that both building
and land be used only for “rec-
reational, charitable, instruc-
tional and other such communi-
ty-oriented purposes.”

If this restriction, which is

than just a social and sports
centre. Soon the Anglicans and
the newly-formed Community
Church began meeting in the
upstairs Assembly Hall on Sun-
days. On weekdays the Wom-
en's Club (now defunct) met to
bring many comforis to the
town, including the Nursery
School which also met morn-
ings in the Community Centre,

The auditorium, with its
beautiful double hardwood
floar, blossomed forth for New
Year's dances, Spring Flings
and Fall Balls, Hallowe'en par-
ties for the kids, as well as
sports like basketball, volley-
ball, badminton and floor hock-

oy.

The schools used the auditor-
iwm-gymnasiom, as did the
dance clubs for recitals and the
Choral Group, Drama Club and
IMA for their presentations.
Square dancers met there, and
the palls for the elections were
there too.

Early residents can also ve-
member vividly the hard seats
of the early 508 when it was
our only motion picture palace,
When the Strand Thentre was

The Community Centre at Nobel

befor

mige of the Community Centre,
feeling that it still had a place
in the life of the town. The
Community Association helped
lead the fight against the clos-
ing of the facility until 1973,
when it became obvious that
closure — at least of the lower
part of the building — was inevi-
table.

The provision of a sloping
floor auditorinm in the high
school gave a new show place to
the arts, The schools made
many facilities and meeting
rooms available to the public.
As the population grew many
clubs decided to strike out and
build their own clubhouses.

Now only the upper part of
the building remains, with its
bowling alley, relocated Ceram-
ica Club and Whistle Stop.
Gone are the coffee shop, the
North Renfrew Family Services
Burenu, the CA offices and the
North Renfrew Times (born at
the centre as “The Deep River
Digest” to provide elubs with a
natice board) for their vavied
activities

Whither Now? Speculation is
heard about the fate of the re-
mainder of the building. If and

e it was moved to Deep River in 1945

binding for 650 years, is not ad-
hered to, the town must sell the
property back to AECL for $1.

Couneil tried unsuceessfully
to have the period shortened to
26 years.

Councillor Dan Pickard said
he was *disappointed that
AECL would dig their heels in"
over the 50 years. Many things
could change in 50 years, Pick-
ard argued and “this town, a
mature town, can handle its
own affairs.” The company “ob-
viously wants to butt out of rec-
reation, but keep its teeth in.”

Deputy-Reeve Howard Keech
agreed that "a covenant of 25
years would be enocugh,” point-
ing out how much Deep River
has changed in the last 25
years, since 1957,

Howuver, Mayor Bill Seddaen
said he wouldn't mind if the re-
slrictions were binding for 100
years, as long as this “prime
piece of recreational property is
available for the whole tdwn to
enjoy.”

The by-law approving the
transfer was passed with one
dissenting vote by Councillor
Murvay McManus,



S

Mayor calls
meeting to look at
town hall designs

NRT January 18, 1989

Mayor Lyall Smith has called
a special public meeting to be
held January 30 at Childs’ Au-
ditorium to present potential
designs for a new town hall.

“I hope it's something people
will be excited about and get in-
volved in," the Mayor said.
“We've really never done it be-

fore.”

Last fall, Council hired Pem-
broke architects to prepare
“conceptual design drawings®
for a proposed downtown core
re- development. Council has
since met with the architects
several times in private to re-
view the plans, and is now in-
terested in hearing comment
from the public, the Mayor
said. The drawings include
both  combined municipal-
commercial buildings and a
“stand-alone” town hall.

“the place is rotting
out from under us,”
the ceiling of the main
office under the Coun-
cil Chambers sprung a
new leak last Thurs-
day in the warm
weather.

Mayor Smith said the recent
news that the Town's grants
from the province, and possibly
AECL, would be frozen has giv-
en Council cause for concern as
far as financing a new building
goes, but that it hopefully
would not stop the project.

*Every lime we've looked al
this thing in the last 20 years,
there's been cause for concern,
One of these days we're going
to have to do something.”

Deep River acquired its cur-
rent municipal hall from Atom-
ic Energy of Canada Ltd. in the
late 1050's upon incorporation.
AECL had also used the build-
ing for general village adminis-

tration since it was buill in
1945,

As if to illustrate the Mayor's
statement from last spring that
“the place is rotting out from
under us,” the ceiling of the
main office under the Council
Chambers sprung a new leak
last Thursday in the warm
weather, Town stafl set up an
umbrella to protect one of the
office computers.

Decision

NRT April 26, 1989

Last Wednesday night,
Deep River Council unani-
mously passed a resolution
calling for the Town (o build a
new, stand-alone town hall “of
an attractive but modest de-
gign” on the existing down-
town site. The resolution also
gays the building should be
completed “as goon as feasibly
possible.”

Council's committees will
look at financing and plan-
ning the new building

20 years later—a
new town hall?

NRT February 28,1990

With Council's final vote on
the new town hall scheduled
for next week (March *91),
Deep River is close to seeing
the culmination of an issue
that has dragged on for close
to 20 years.

A new municipal building
has been somewhere on Deep
River Council's agenda since
the early 1970s. During that
time Council has voted four
times in principle to build
new municipal offices and a
new building has been the
subject of four major studies.

The building that housed
the municipal offices was
built in 1945 by Atomic Ener-
gy of Canada which used it
for general town administra-
tion. The municipality took
over the building in the
1960's when the Town of
Deep River was incorporated.

By the early 70%, it was
clear the municipal offices
were inadequate. In 1972, the
Town formed a Joint Plan-
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- The New Town Hall

ning Committee to formulate
recommendations and deter-
mine the future need for mu-
nicipal administration facili-
ties ns well as educational
and recreational facilities.

The committee report also
suggested there was a “strong
case” for a multi-purpose, mu-
nicipal, recreational and edu-
cational complex to meet the
Town's future needs, and sug-
gested the Community Cen-
tre-Cockeroft site was the
best location for this type of
development.

Council followed this up in

January 1974 with a Joint
Planning Committee Recom-
mendations Study Committee
to look at the report's priori-
ties. That committee recom-
mended again that the munic-
ipal building was the first
priority. Mayor Norm Pearce
obviously agreed when he told
Council in his New Year's ad-
dress that its “most important
and urgent buginess” for the
year would be the replace-
ment of the municipal build-
ing.
Some members of Council
did not agree that the Com-
munity Centre site was the
best location. In July, Coun-
cillor Pat Griffiths gave notice
that she intended to put forth
a motion that Council “ap-
prove in principle the con-
struction of a new municipal
building on the present site
and a firehall on Highway
17." She wanted to begin
building in 1976 or 1977
when the Town would be fin-
ished paying its share of the
new hospital.

But the debate over the site
continued and at one point
Mayor Pearce threatened to
resign when a number of
councillors disapproved of his
request to discuss the Recom-
mendations Committee's re-
port and possible sites in
Committee of the Whole.
Pearce narrowly won, the dis-
cussions were held in camera,
and he didn't resign,

Finally in October, approv-
al in principle was given to
build a new building, but all
the motion said about site
wns that “consideration™
would be given to the present

sile.

By 19756, the focus for
Council had shifted to the
need for overall downtown re-
vitalization and planning. A
consultant was hired to pre-
pare a study of the downtown
area, and to address the issue
of the location for the munici-
pal offices.

The consultants, Haigis,
McNopbb and Deleuw, Lid,
looked at & number of sites,
including the present site, the
Community Centre site, the
old hospital site, a site on
Champlain adjacent to what
was then a service station

Va

-

and theatre, as well as the old
steam plant site bounded by
Poplar and Deep River Road.

The consultants concluded
in a 1976 report that the
Community Centre site was
the best location for any mun-
cipal building, That recom-
mendation, however, was only
narrowly endorsed 5-4 by the
new Council with Mayor Al-
lan Valiguette and Reeve Bill
Seddon both supporting the
Community Centre site.

The location of the munici-
pal building was once again
the focus of some debate dur-
ing the revision of the town's
Official Plan in 1978.79.

Top Priority

By 1980 Bill Seddon was
now Mayor, and like Norm
Pearce six years before him,
he set planning for a new
town hall as top priority. He
urged Council to *bite the bul-
let" and make a decision.

“The issue of site has been
debated at length by previous
councils,” he said, and recom-
mended Council opt for a new
building on the present site.
*Downtown is an eyesore and
it's high time we did some-
thing about it — let's get on
with it”

Council agreed, at least in
principle, and in April 1980,
approved by a 7-1 vote to con-
struct a municipal complex on
the present site

Cockcroft sale

The new municipal building
crept back onto the agenda
when Cockeroft School came
up for sale in 1987,

A special committee that
looked at the feasibility of ac-
quiring the scheol for munici-
pal purposes found it would
not meet all the requirements
for a new town hall as it could
not accommodate a fire hall,
They estimated it would cost
about $1.5 million to pur-
chase and renovate the school
and purchase other premises
for the police and fire depart-
ments. ing with
Committee's belief that Cock-
croft was not a “superior al-
ternative to new facilities,”
Council decided not to pursue
purchasing the school,

Since then, with the issue
of site apparently settled once
Again, progress on n new town
hall has moved aheadsteadily,
if not always smoothly.

In April 1989, after finally
deciding te build enly a mu-
nicipal building and not a
combined municipal-retail
complex, Counall unanimous-
ly passed a resolution that
called for the town to build a
new, stand-alone town hall “of
an attractive but modest de-
sign” on the existing site

The plans for that "attrac-
tive but modest® $1.9 million
building were unveiled this
month
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W.B. Lewis Public Library

New home a culmination of history

Interior of the old library.

New Library At Top Of
Town's Wish List
March 9, 1994
by Tim Ruhnke
A new public library tops the

list of things the Town of Deep
River is applying for under the

Canada-Ontario  infrastructure
program.
Town  council  announced

Wednesday it would be seeking
funds for a new library, fire
pumper, natural gas conversion
at the community pool and reno-
vations to the arena changeroom
wing, in that order of priority.

But town officials stressed
there are no done deals involving
any of the four projects identified
by council.

“This is not an announcement,
it is an application,” said Mayor
Lyall Smith.

Preliminary estimates indicate
the town is allotting $600,000 for
the new library, $200,000 for the
fire pumper, $100,000 for arena
improvements and $67,000 for
natural gas conversion at the
poal.

Decp River's allotment in the
infrastructure program is more
than $850,000, One-third of that
total, about $286,000 would come

;F the town.

“It is very doable with a mini-
mum impact on the budget,” said
Councillor Denise Walker,

Municipalities can distribute
their share of infrastructure pro-
Ject costs over four budget years,

New building needed

The library board had been
studying what to do with the
building that houses the W.B,
Lewis Publie Library. The board
recently made a commitment to
keeping the library at its current
location an Alder Crescent, and
is in the process of dealing with
numerous deficiencies Lo the
building that dutes back to the

mid- 1940s.

Councillor [an Towner, a li-
brary board member, said the
board is ecstatic over the town's
move to make a new library a top
priority.

“The advent of the infrastruc-
ture program suddenly gives us
an opportunity,” said Towner.

An ad hoe library building
commitiee reported there are
many arguments for building a
new library given the physical
limitations of the existing facili-

ty.

y'“m would get better value for
the money with a new building,”
commented Towner,

He also noted that statistics
show existing floor space is just
over half the space suggested to
house the collection of books and
other materials belonging to the
Deep River library.

“The shelving is absolutely
full..we can't display materials
effectively,” stated Towner,

If the town is able to go ahead
with plans for a new library, a
key issus will be its location.

Towner reiterated the board's po-
sition that the current site is the
best.

The councillor suggested the
only other site that might war-
rant serious consideration is Hill
House, But Towner said the dis-
advantage to that idea is the
Ridge Road property is not a cen-
tral location.ments to that sec-
tion of the arena.

Council has until the end of
September to specify project de-
tails and apply for infrastructure
program funding.

Library Won't Be
Moved

April 13, 1994
by Tim Ruhnke

The vole was not even close,

Deep River's public library will
be torn down and replaced by a
new building at that site, town
council decided last Wednesday.

Council voted 8-0 in favour of
keeping the library at the inter-
section of Alder Crescent and
Ridge Road.

“It's imperative we hear
what the people are saying,’
Mayor Lyall Smith said.

Public ooposition Lo locating a
naw library batween the Commu-
nity Centre and Champlain
House was a prime factor cited
by several members of council
who spoke on the issue,

“It would be absolutely fantas-
tic to have a building there ... but
I'm hearing loud and elear to
keep it open space,” Edwards
said.

Edwards had earlier said she
was in favour of a library at that
location. Three other councillors
had said they were undecided, al-
though they suspected they
might vote to build n new library
at the existing site.

The land between Champlain
House and the Community Cen-
tre is actually zoned for commu-
nity facility use. The town's re-
vised official plan states that
particular stretch of Alder be
maintained as a vista.

Councillor Ian Towner, a mem-
ber of the library board, said the
overriding factor in his mind was
that putting a new library there
would conflict with the official
plan.

Retaining the view of the Otta-
wa River near the Community
Centre was a main concern ex-

perceived as open space,

Councillor John Murphy was
one of several council members
who voiced concerns about what
to do with the ald library build-
ing, a structure dating back to
the 1940s.

“I'm not in favour of Keeping
another old building in town,”
Murphy said.

He also told council that Doug
Cameron's class  from Keys

School had been following the li-
brary site issue and sent in let-
ters offering their opinion. Mur-
phy estimated that of the letters

pressed by
the public,
including

Councillor
Denise
Walker
argued that
“the vista is ||

an  imagi- <
nary vista”
because it is
obstructed by such things as the
long term care centre, She said
people gave her a different mes-
sage as to why they wanted the
library to stay put,

“It's not the view. It's their
memories of the things they do
as a community on that site,”

While admitting she liked the
idea of building a new library be-
side the Community Centre on
pure planning grounds, Walker
said the public would eventually
accept and appreciate the new lo-
cation.

Walker went on to say that a
lot of people would have trans-
ferved their hostility to the new
library if it were built an what is

Demolition of the old libr:

he had read, the mnjority sup-
ported keeping the library where
i,

“To me, that is significant,”
said Murphy.

Library board chairperson Al-
lan Symons said he was im-
pressed by council's reasoning,
adding the board recognized from
the beginning that council had
the last word.

Deep River council has hired
Greer Galloway to complete engi-
neering design work on the new
library. The Pembroke firm pro-
vided the town with the lowest of
four bids received,

[

' Ha
I I
! (]
| [k

An architect's sketch of the new library.
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North Renfrew Long Term Care Centre:

A Remarkable Achievement In Community Cooperation

From Start (1992)...

Canada Day, 1992

County OKs plan for
seniors home in Deep
River

September 7, 1990
by Miriam Barry

Renfrew County Council has
endarsed a proposal to establish
a new *Community Residential
Alternative” home for seniors in
Deep River.

The proposal was developed by
the North Renfrew Long Term
Care Planning Committee and
presented for consideration by
the Welfare and Homes for the
Aged Committee of County Coun-
eil.

The propasal ealls for construe-
tion of & new facility in two phas-
o8, Phase one would include a
building with the amenily servie-
es for a potentinl 30 beds and 10
“Community Hesidential Alter-
native” spaoes,

Phuse two will be the addition
of 20 extended care beds (includ
ing two respite care beds) which
the County has decided will be
transferred  from  Miramichi
Lodge as sooni ss possible with
the Bonnechere Manor rebuild
ing and the Miramichi restrue-
luring program

Dutreach programs of day care
for the frail elderly and respite
care o o short-lerm basis are
also part of the plan for provid
Ing & continuum of care for sen-
lore

The committes developing the
report represented both the peo-
ple living in the area and semniors’
caTe agoncies,

The proposal now goes to the
Ontarip Ministry of Community
and Social Services for approval
before funding is available. It
will also be presented to the
councils of the four ares miniel
palities in north Renfrew and

area institutions and agencies.
Letters of support from these
groups will make a stronger sub-
mission to the Ministry, snid Aik-
ens,

Today, the Long Term Care
Planning Committee is asking for
submisgions from non-profit and/
or charitable organizations that
would be interested in managing
the residentinl project. When
making the selection of manag-
ing agency, it will look at the ap-
phcant's philosophy of care for
seniors and experience in the
field.

The new residence will likely
be located in downtown Deep
River, close to shopping, church-
es, and recreational activities.
This was the preference of sen-
fore who were surveyed for the
commitles

A community survey of seniors
in North Renfrew was carried out
in July 1090, Of the 217 contact
ed, 25 seniors will require the
services of a Home for the Aged
within two years, 16 others will
require a community residential
alternative within two years and
162 othern will require o combi
nation of continuum cars services
in bevond two years. These were
seniors of both sexes belween 55
and 93 years of agn

At the present time, the Minis
try of Community and Socinl Ser
vices would provide up to 80% of
the estimated capital cost of $4.2
milllan fur the development. The
rest would have o come from
communily fundralsing

Town offers to buy land for
seniors facllity

August 14, 1891
by Tim Ruhnke
The Town of Deep River has

made an offer W purchase a
black of dewntown land chosen

as the site for o proposed sen-
iors’ facility.

The land in question includes
the aren between Champlain
House and the library, ns well
as the area behind Champlain
HU\]S[‘.

Deep River Council voted

last Wednesday to proceed
with the purchase offer. Atomic
Energy of Canada  Limited

presently owns the land,

The provincial government
gave the area approval in prin-
ciple lngt April to build a Com-
munity Residential Alterna-
tives facility for seniors. The
North Renfrew Health and So-
cial Planning Committee was
selected to act as the manage-
ment organization for the pro-
ject.

Councillor Ann Ajkens, who
i8 chairperson of the Long
Term Care Sub-Committee

= says the site was identified lnst

fall as being one of three that
would be suitable.

Aikens declined to sny how
much the town had offered to
pay for the land. But she soys
the town is acting as the agent
for the committee, and because
municipalities can offer Lo buy
crown land before tenders are
called, it was decided the town
should procoed with the offer.

The seniors’ facility, which
will serve all of North Renfrew,
will be designed to provide a
full range of residential options
a8 well as programs and servic-
es to help seniors remain in
this community, There will
eventually be 10 community
residentinl alternative (small
solf-contnined living quarters)
and 20 extended care beds as
well ns respite care and o day
program for ganiors.

Although provincial funding
for the facility hos been ap-
proved, community fundraising
is under way to raise about
$750,000, which would ecover
the municipalities’ 20 percent

...To Finish

share of the cost of building the
facility.

Community joins
residents in celebrating
opening of new centre

July 6, 1994
by Kanthy Hughes

People from North Renfrew
and local politicians joined resi-
dents of the new long term care
centre to mark its official open-
ing last Friday.

Everyone got the chance to get
o piece of the ribbon two hours to
the day after the community
Jjoined in to help turn the sod so
construction eould begin.

Regidents have been living in
the centre since early spring, but
last week's ceremony gave every-
one a chance to celebrate what
many at the ceremony called *a
remarkable achievement” and an
example of cooperation,

In a letter, Minister of Housing
Evelyn Gigantes said the centre
was a good demonstration of
partnerships among orgoniza-
tions and different levels of gov-
ernment.

This type of achievement in ru-
ral aress is not ensy and this is
an example for other municipali-
ties,” she said.

Deep River Mayor Lyall Smith
said the centre wns the product
of a *vision” held by many peo-

e.

“It was a long time coming and
many have dreamed of having
the centre here.”

Smith also paid tribute to Ann
Aikens, the driving force behind
the centre.

“Every project truly needs a
champion,” said Smuith.

Head, Clara and Maria Reeve
Lita Therrien expressed her
thoughts on how important the
centre was to the area by allow-
ing some of ite residents to come

back to the area to live:

“When the residents came
home, it became just that — a
home.”

She said she has made many
vigits to the centre and said
smiles on the centre a feeling of
warmth which rubs off on resi-
dents.

Rolph, Buchanan, Wylie and
McKay Reeve Jim Hickey called
the centre the “realization of a
dream,” while Chalk River Coun-
cillor Pearl Oshorne said it was
nice to have the area’s residents
back home.

Two of the centre’s residents
spoke about the centre and what
it means to them,

Edytha Beamish, who lives in
one of the supportive care apart-
ments with her husband Les,
snid she knew how they [elt
about the centre, but decided to
have a meeting with others living
in the apartments to get their
fealings.

“I asked if they were happy to
be here and they nll said yes.”

Beamish also paid tribute to
the stafl, saying they *will de
anything for you and alwayg with
a smile.”

Tom Bruce, one of the extended
care residents; also said how hap-
py he was to be in the new cen-
tre.

“It has allowed me to stay in
Deep River near my family.”

MP Len Hopkins, MPP Sean
Conway, architect Lesley Wat-
non, Albert Linus of the provin-
cial long term care branch as well
ns  representatives  from  the
North Renfrew Health and Social
Planning Commitles were also at
the official opening

it

994




NRT, June 2, 1965

In the winter of 1946-47, a
building on the nver bank be-
low Cockcroft School was
made available for the use of
townspeople interested in
building their own boats. This
was the nucleus of the
present Yacht and Tennis
Club.

In the summer of 1947
members renovated the build-
ing to serve as a clubhouse. A
pier was constructed of wood-
en cribs filled with stone and
topped with decking, but this
never proved satisfactory as a
launching site for not only
was the water too shallow but
in the winter, the ice toppled
the cribs in spite of various
attempts to anchor them.
Members of the pawer squad-
ron had to moor their boats
quite a way out and go back
and forth by dinghy, while the
Y-flyers were launched off the
pump-house point.

In a letter to AECL in 1953,
the Yacht Club reque-l.ed a
suitable site for a pier togeth-
er with an achummg site for a
new clubhouse in the vicinity

of the old ice houses which
stood on the site of the
present Yacht Club parking
lot. Later that year when ex-
cavations were being made
for NRU, arrangements were
made with the contractors to
transport blasted rock and fill
and deposit it on the pier site
as the beginning of n cause-
way, When the NRU intake
was completed the club ar-
ranged to obtain the surplus
steel pilings. A group of mem-
bers surveyed the river bed in
the winter of 1854, Then club
members in power cruisers
towed the Foundation Compa-
ny's pile-driving barge up-
stream from the plant and an-
chored it off the end of the
pier and the pier crib was
quickly completed.

AECL now decided that the
pier was to be made available
to the town and not reserved
exclusively for the use of the
Yacht Club.

At the same time, the Yacht
and Tennis clubs amalgamat-
ed. The tennis courts had
been situated where the
Champlain shopping area
now stands, and three new
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The Saga of the Yacht Club
and the Federal Pler

courts were put down by
AECL in the present position
near the clubhouse.

By the summer, half of the
clubhouse had been complet-
ed and the Hexagon was add-
ed mostly by volunteers.

In the summer of 1957, the
Yacht and Tcnms Club was

asked to remove the original
clubhouse below Cockeroft
School to allow the road to be
straightened. As Juniors were
by this time becoming active
in the club and it was thought
they would welcome a place of
their own, a body of velun-
teers raised the building with
jacks, beams and logs, rented
a bulldozer, put the building
on rollers and with “slaves™
darting about keeping the
rollers in place, slowly towed
it around the back of the ten-
nis courts and into its present

-
- - -
i

position where it served as a
clubhouse for young mem-
bars.

High summer water levels
meant that the causeway was
often underwater when most
needed. In 1958, the Improve-
ment District added gravel
topping to raise the level by
nearly 3 feet.

Around 1960, the club
spent some money dredging
on the downriver side of the
pier in order to improve
launching and to provide a
suitable anchorage for the
rescue boat “Weesoe”.

In 1964, o federal proposal
to enlarge the pier and put in
a launching ramp and access
road came before Council.

The Yacht and Tennis Club
became concerned about limi-
tations for future expansion
of club facilities if a public ac-
cess road were to be built ad-
Jacent to the clubhouse,

NRT, July 28, 1965

Councillor James Baird,
chairman of the lands, parks
and recreation committee, re-
ported on the federal pier pro-
Ject,

The federal pier committee
recommended the transfer of
land from AECL to the munic-
ipality to provide for an ac-
cess road and parking accom-
modation for the launching
facility, at the site of the
present municipal pier.

CONGRATULATIONS TQ THE TQWN QF DEEP RIVER

on the occasion of this historical landmark in the community’s history

Dear Friends of Deep River:

¥ 3 K.
The Town of Deep River and its many residents over the years have been long time friends of the Hopkins family and
indead this friendship dates back beyond the origin of our family.
Lois (nee: Gust) tught school in Cockeroft School from 1947 1o 1952, That was the only school in existence in Deep

River. There were six teachers on stafl.

My personal direct association with people in Deep River started about 1955, 1 recall
the Town as being young and vibrant and filled with expectations. There was a great
pride in community life. When Lois and I meet some of the old stalwars in the Town
1oday our memories go back 1o our courting days and the people whom we knew so
well.

The Town of Deep River has been very kind (and forgiving) over many years and we
appreciate the generous feelings that have been extended o us and which in tum have
been extended to the members of our family. For us, the celebration of Deep River's
50th Anniversary brings back wonderful memories and we feel a very close pan of it
along with you, the residents of the Town. Your community has sent many brilliant and
accomplished people out into the world to panicipate in all walks of life and they will
be welocomed bome with gladness and celebration on this 50th Anniversary,. To those
who have served in elected office and appomnted boards and 1o the many volunicers and

- - - Yes. there U5 @ real story behind this picture which way laken when Alastair
= contributors 1o community life we say, “Thank you.” This is a time for young and old 10 Galespie, Minisier of Eneryy. Mines and Resources visited the Chalk River
come close wgether and continue 1o be a major factor in the success of Deep River in the years (0 come Laboratories and the Town of Deep River It was the lime immediately
While the Town has been bome 1o many cutstanding, hardworking people, there is one point in the political history of  fillowing the collapse of the Petawawa Bridge over the Petawawa River
our country that comes to my mind. The Honorable Lester B. Pearson chose Deep River for his final campaign visit of We had 1o take a Department of National Defence boat up river from a
the now Famous 1052 federal clec E $n. Ciid time etber b hia = location in the area of Petawawa Peint and disembarked om the military
A0 e Tal clecton campaign. Old tmers remember him sitting on a @ble on the platfom with his ES 3, From there we traveled by car 1o CRNL While on the boar ar
dangling over the side in & very relaxed and serene mood a8 e lked 1o and conversed with the audience. He then Petawawa the Honourable Alastair Gillespie took note of the advertising
returned 1o Ottawa and about 1wo days later wimessed the devastating defeat of his Party at the hands of the Dicfenbaker slogan on the back of the dairy truck 1hat was being tramiporied on the
landslide. Lester B. Pearson was Prime Minister when | was elected 1o Parliasment and he ofien talked 10 me about how unz' ::v;u :1 ’w::a “Don'l cry baby, I'll be ?’:a't > A{;au::umrd h‘l‘::f
; - T} g ~ hadt 1 = : and said, “Len, thelr it your mext compaign sicgan™ We a pread
::mhlh'cu?l“)m his visit 10 the Town of Decp River. He had found the cooversation very stimulating and his spirits had U it sl 5 9 2 Tt thicog i lots af peaplé smbved i fioud
Y!I ied. ; : but a lot of people in the plant had also been imvolved in thas day.
We have worked oo many items wgether in the Town of Deep River and many sccomplishments here are in place today
as prood of thase days of working together. Lois and 1 can do none other than congratulate all of you here wxday and the
many great pioncers of your communily who are not here odsy for the wonderful 50 years that you bave had as a
community. Never lose the intellectnal and the rank and file energy that has been the life line of the beatiful Town of
Deep River during the first 50 years of socvess, Now let's get on w the next 50 years with the same energy and dedication z
8 Leonard D, Hopkins, MLP.
10 our COMmmynny .

Yours very truly,

Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke
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Dy, W.lb, Skelly —
Deep River’s first
doetor thirty years

later
NRT, October 22, 1975

Dr. W.L. Skelly originally
planned to stay in Deep River
three years. But here it is
1975, thirty years later, and
Deep River's first doctor is still
practicing here.

Thirty years ago, in 1945, he
opened his practice in a *“War-
time Four" house at 2 Glen.
dale. Now, in October 1975, he
is gituated in an up-to-date clinic attached to the new Deep
River and District Hospital.

A 1937 graduate of Toronto Univergity, Dr. Skelly came
to this community via Ajax, Ontario, where he was em-
ployed by Defence Industries Ltd. (a munitions plant dur-
ing the war). Dr. Skelly was asked to visit Deep River and
perhaps sign on for a three year period. The three years
lengthened a bit, and the Skelly family opted to stay,

Dr. Skelly worked at the plant until November 1, 1945
when he moved into his clinic. At this time, patients requir-
ing hospitalization were referred to Pembroke. On May 16,
1946, the first Deep River Hospital was completed. Drs,
Park (Medical Director), Hill, Ritchie, Van Wyck, Wheelock
and Renton helped Dr, Skelly at that time. Statistics show
that during the period from May 15 to August 31, 1946,
3,203 patients were treated: there were 365 accident cnses;
78 admissions and 23 babies were born. A dental office was
opened in the hospital in August 1946. As the village popu-
lation grew, several other doctors joined the staff, and an-

other dentists.

On September 4, 1953, the 1,000th baby was born in the
hospital — his name, lan Dishington. His parents were pre-
sented with a silver cup and other gifts. By July 1957,
2,000 babies had been born; in April 1965, 4,000, but since
then there has been a rapid decline.

In the winter of 1946/47 a wartime house on Alder Cres-
cent was put to use as an isolation ward, For several weeks
Miss Marion Dunlop and another nurse were not allowed to
leave the building. Groceries were delivered to them, and
every couple of days the town office sent a man to chop kin-
dling for them. In March 1947, the hospital announced a
home nursing service was available at the rate of 75 cents
per half hour,

In January 19556, Deep River was granted full aceredita-
tion. At that time less than 40 percent of Canadian hospi-
tals had been so aceredited, and this was the only private
one Lo receive the distinetion.

In March 1956, a hospital nuxiliary was formed to pro-
vide volunteer service of various kinds, sponsored by the
Deep River Women's Club

Service extended by the medical stall was often beyond
the regular call of duty. One of the nurses recalls n mater-
nity case when the expectant mother got word to the hospl-
tal that she needed transportation immediately, Two nurs-
es jumped into the hospital car and took off to pick her up.
On the way there, they realized that neither one could
drive proparly and although they got the car going they did
not know how to stop it. They passed the patient's house
where she was anxiously waiting outside, but could only
wave at her ns they went by. Fortunately, she was able to
find other transportation and was already settled in the
hospital when the nurses returned.

An nully resident recalls the time when she l'H]!lIl[l'
emergency surgery. Her husband was absent on a hunting
trip at the time and could not be reached Two nurses
llu!lvnl inte the house and during their off<duty hours
loocked after the children and the household chores until
the husband's return

An extension to the hospital was begun in 1940 and com

pleted in 1051,

The Deep River and
District Hospital

Deep River
Hospital history
NRT, June 4, 1958

The Deep River Hospital, sit-

uvated on Montcalm, is one of

the few private hospitals in On-
tario. It is probably the only
private hospital in  Canada
which can profess to be a medi-
cal centre. In fact very few hos-
pitals anywhere combine hospi-
tal and doctors’ office services
in the one building. The Deep
River Hospital is operated by
AECL and i= part of the Medi-
cal Division.

The hospital has been serv-
ing this area for the past 12
years and in that period has de-
veloped to meet the incroasing
population. The hospital was
opened in 1046 at a time when
the new village of Deep River
was beginning to rise from a
clearing in the forest. With an
initial capacity of ten beds, the
hospital treated only employees
of Defence Industries Limited,
now Atomic Energy of Canada
Limited, and their dependents.

Although the hospital is li-
censed under the Private Hos-
pitals Act and is operated for
Deep River residents and their
families, it now serves a large
outside aren extending from Pe-
tawawa to Bisset Creek and
treats patients from Rapides
des Joachims on the Quebec
side of the Ottawa River,

As Canada’s atomic research
program grew, so have the hos-
pital services expanded. We
have constantly strived to keep
pace with modern medicine by
improving and enlarging diag-
nostie and treatment facilities.

In 1953, as a result of contin-
ued efforts to raise the stan-
dards of care to patients, the
hospital was able to claim the
singular distinction of being
the only rn‘vnu- hospital In
Canada fully approved by the
Joint Commission on Accredita-
tion. A recent survey has con-
firmed that we still merit this
full li‘l'“"‘ll and it means to
you, the patient, that the very
highest standards of hospital
care are mel in every depart-
ment, from patient care to hos-
pital maintenance

With the epening of the new
npﬂratlng roaIm, dl’“llllly room,
central sterile supply and labaor
rooma in 1950, the hospital is
botter equipped than ever be-
fore Lo provide complete care
and service. In June 1952, our
1,000th baby was born in the
hospital and by August 1957,
wo recorded our 2,000th birth
As you can see, the obstetrical
department has been a very
busy place in the past 12 years

Dr, W.R. Bkelly, whe s the
chiefl physician, has guided Lhe

hospital's destiny, since it first
opened its doors in May 1046,
Working with Doctor Skelly are
Doctar Lapp, Doctor Goad and
Doctor Harrison. We are partic-
ularly proud of the fact that we
have an all graduate nursing
staff, under the direction of
Miss Dunlop.

Hospitals are one of the few
business which work day and
night; 365 days a year trying lo
put themselves ont of business.

First ten years of
the Deep River
hospital

NRT, December 23, 1970

Ten years of service to Deep
River and the surrounding area
was completed as the Deep Riv-
er Hospital celebrates ita 10th
anniversary. In the spring and
summer of 1045, while bulldoz-
ers were earving out the town-
gite, and contraclors were
erecting homes, the closest hos-
pital service was at Pembroke,
Although Defence Industries
Limited maintained a seven-
bed hospital at the plant for
emergency care of its employ-
ees, Lthe people of the area re-
mained dependent upon the
Pembroke facilities. The town-
sile boasted a temporary bank,

st office, grocery store, a stall

tel (Champlain House) as
well as a very few completed
houses,

Dr. W.E. Park arrived in the
fall of 1945 and assumed his
duties as the first direclor of
the Medical Division of the
Atomic Energy Project and the
first Medical Officer of Health
for the district, Under his direc-
tion, construction of the Deep
River Hospital bogan, Dr. W.R
Skelly joined the project in Oc-
tober 1045, and he and Mra. M
Frizell, the first supervisor of
nurses, spent October and most
of November at the Plant exam-
ining employees

By late November there was
a sufficient number of construe-
ton workers living in the wil-
lage o make il nocessary 1o set
up a lemporary clinie. Aevord-
ingly, a medical office was set
up in the wartime four at 2
Glendale, which, incidentally,
boasted the first lawn in Deep
River. The grass looked decid
edly out of place at that time,
surrounded as it was with
sand. A lelephone was in-
slalled, one of perhaps three or
four in the village at that time,
and its main purpose was lo
contact the plant or Pembroke
regarding emorgency treatment
for patients. Some of the earli-
est patients were German mer-
chiht seamén from the Deep

River prisoner-of-war camp.

In December 1945 two cases
of diphtheria developed and a
wartime-six on Alder Crescent
was isitioned as a tempo-
rary isolation hospital for these
patients. Miss Marian Dunlap
and Miss Margarette Manion,
were assigned to the isolation
pnit. They not only had to per-
form ordinary nursing duties
but had to keep the fire going
and even prepare the meals.
They must have wondered
what they were getting into.

A few more facts about
original doctors’ office on Glen-
dale. Migs O, Caselman (Mrs,
N. Beam.) was one of the origi-
nal office nurses. Early in De-
cember, Miss Caselman was
called to the plant to relieve for
two or three days. Mrs, Skelly
was drafled to do some post-
graduate nursing duties in the
clinie in the interval. One of the
young patients at that time
took a story home to his moth-
er, saying that the doctor called
his nurse “dear.” This must
have puzzled and intrigued the
maother until the facts came out
later,

Eventually the original Deep
River Hospital was officiall
opened on May 16, The build.
ing was in the form of a *T"
with the main section fronting
on Montealm. This housed the
doctors’ office, the nursery, and
the wards. The middle wing ac-
commodated the operating
room and the labour reom. Also
in the main building were the
laboratory, x-ray and a den-
tist's office, Dr, Willinm Wright
was the first dentist in Deep
River. About a year later, the
late Dr. E. Hansen joined the
project, followed soon after by
Dr. E. Sinclair. The hospital at
that tme was only able to ac-
commodate seven infants and
14 adults. There was no kitch-
en at the hospital — meals
were prepared at the staff hotel
by Crawley & McCracken and
delivered to the hospital in spe-
cial steam containers. There
was no drug store in town. Con-
sequently, the hospital pharma-
Y Was I'QhId upon o dispense
:ninur drugs to the general pub-

ie.

Bocause it took a little time
to get the hospital running eff-
clently, very few patients were
admitted during the first week
while the system had a trial
run. During construction, all
expoctant mothers were senl Lo
Pembroke for delivery, but as
the official opening of the hos pi-
tal approached, considerable
confusion arose in the minds of
these patients, because Lhey
did not know whether they
would be guing Lo Pembroke or
slaying in Deep River. Conse-

* continued on page 13
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quently, the first Deep River
baby arrived on May 18 when
Sanford Atkins, son of Mr, and
Mrs. Arthur G. Atkins, was
born at home on Alder Cres-
cent. Dr. Skelly and Mrs. Beam
were in attendance. The first
hospital birth did net oceur un-
til May 26, when Gloria Gutz-
man, daughter of Mrs. M.L.
Gutzman of Chalk River, was
born. Since then, approximate-
1y 1,800 babies have been deliy-
ered in the hospital.

In the memory of early resi-

dents, the original hospital had
as an outstanding feature —
the lack of air conditioning. The
hospital was insufferably hot
both summer and winler, It
was said that in the summer
when the thermometers were
taken from the patients'
mouths, the mercury rose.

The first addition to the origi-
nal hospital was in September
1949 when the sod was turned
for construction of the north
wing, which was completed in
July 1851, This added abaut 20
beds to the hospital eapacity as
well as a very modern kitchen,
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The first 10 years of the Deep River hospital

formula room, and solarium. As
a result of this, it was possible
to enlarge the nursery in the
old wing so that 10 newborn ba-
bies could be accommodated.

The basement of the new
wing included air conditioning
machinery. In 1953, because of
increasing population and con-
sequent demand for medical
services, it became necessary to
enlarge the business office and
build a new south wing to pro-
vide space for four doctors’ of-
fices and examining rooms.
Space in the new wing was also
allocated for a  library-

conference room, bacteriologi-
cal laboratory, a second waiting
room, and a small room in
which certain examinations
could be done.

In January 1955, the Deep
River Hospital became the only
private hospital in Canada ful-
1y accredited by the Joint Com-
mission on Accreditation of
Hospitals.

More changes appear to be
on the way. The present build-
ing is again overcrowded but
structural materials have for
the most part reached the end

of their nseful life and updating
would be expensive. A commit-
tee has been set up to study the
feasibility of becoming a public
hospital. If this is indicated and
the Ontario Hospital Services
Commission  approves, the
present building will be com-
pletely replaced by a new bmld-
ing. In the meantime, congrat-
ulations to the Millers on the
birth of their son, Peter, num-
ber 5,000,

On the way to getting a new hospital

New hospital
recommended

NRT, March 17, 1971

There has been much the
need for a new hospital in Deep
River and a major step in that
direction took place last week
when Mr. L.R. Haywood, Vice-
President of AECL, which owns
the present hospital, received
the report of an advisory com-
mitiee set up by the Company’s
medical director, Dr. C.G. Stew-
art to consider the manage-
ment of hospital affairs and
possible improvements.

The Committee, chaired by
Dr. G.O. Baines, recommends
that Deep River should have a
new hogpital and that the peo-
ple to be served should be in-
volved in its planning. To this
end, members advise that the
Committee should now be dis-

solved and a Hospital Corpora-
tion set up to plan econstruction
of a new building, secure a site
and obtain the necessary fund-
ing.

While favouring the regional-
ization of hospital services, the
Committee considers that the
people of the area will be better
served by replacing the present
building with a modern 45-bed
hospital with expanded facili-
ties and additional bede for
chronic cases, than by closing
down and sending all patients
to Pembroke or alternatively
providing only nursing care
and limited diagnostic services
in Deep River.

The need for incentives for
competent doclors to continue
locating here was a factor in
the Committea's conclusion. A
hospital of the size recommend-
ed will require at least five
acres which makes the present
location unsuitable even if adja-

cent land could be made availa-

ble.

After reviewing the advan-
tages and disadvantages of im-
mediately converting the exist-
ing private hospital to a public
hospital, the Committee recom-
mended that the Company con-
tinue to operate the hospital
until planning is complete and
the site obtained, at which time
it could be converted to a public
hospital in order to facilitate fi-
nancing  from  government
sources and at the same time to
give the Hospital Corporation
experience in running a hospi-
tal while the new building 18
under construction,

The report envisages that the
new hospital could be built in
two and a half years from the
time when the Hospital Corpo-
ration ig set up. The cost is esti-
mated at between one and one
and a half million dollars. Ap-
proximately two-thirds of this

would come from provincial
funds and the remainder would
be raised by the Hospital Cor-
poration, Possible sources are
Ontario  Hydro, participating
municipalities, business, public
subscriptions and AECL which
would be expected to contribute
alarge fraction.

The report contains much
further information and read-
ers are strongly urged to study
the full text of which appears
elsewhere in this issue of the
North Renfrew Times together
with the relevant correspon-
dence between the Committee
and AECL. Members of the
Committee in addition to Dr.
Baines were: R.L. Brown, V.C.
Courneya, F.D. Goad, J. Mark
(secretary), V. McCall, Mrs. C.
Oshier, G. Pettigrew, G.D. Pow-
ell (writer of the report), W. H.
Stevens and F.D. Tierney, Only
five of the eleven are connectad
with the Company.

It's official:
a new hospital
NRT, January 2, 1974

Dr. G.O. Baines, Chairman of
the Deep River and Area Hospi-
tal Board, received a welcome
telephone call early Wednesday
morning, December 19, from
the Ontario Ministry of Health
announcing that final approval
has been given for the financ-
ing of a new hospital and for
the conversion of the present
hospital administration to pub-
lic status. This will be effective
January 1, 1974,

It should be mentioned at
this time that all staff present-
1y employed by AECL as hospi-
tal stafl, and who wish to join
the new hospital have been giv-
on the oppertunity to do so.

It has been a long and ardu-
ous task to date, with more
hard work in the months to
come, but there seems Lo be no
major obstacles now, and Deep
River and area will have a new
hospital as fast as construction
will allow,

The Deep River and District
hospital has been operating at
its present location on McElli-
got Drive since ifs opening on
November 3, 19785,
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KRIVEY e

When it opened in May, 1946, the Deep River Hospital was owned and |
operated by Atomic Energy of Canada Limited and was located on Montcalm |
Street. The Hospital was transformed into a public facility in 1971 and
incorporated as the Deep River and District Hospital. The Hospital moved to
its present site and commenced operations on November 3, 1975. It continues |
today to be a vital and integral part of the community of North Renfrew.

The first physician in Deep River, Dr. William R. Skelly, opened his
practice on October 15, 1945. He became known locally as the “baby doctor”
because he delivered so many of the approximately 6800 babies born in the
combined hospitals over the past 50 years. Dr. Skelly retired on December
31, 1979.

Deep River has enjoyed the services of over thirty capable physicians over the past five decades. Generally, these
physicians offered family practices while taking their turn on the on-call roster in the Hospital’s Emergency
Department. Many also provided additional services in surgery and obstetrics. Some other names that come to
mind include Ernest Renton, Peter Heaton, George Kaye, Fred Lapp, Norval Williamson, Don Robertson, Fred
Goad, John Heathcote, Art Wiebe and Austin O’Brien.

Currently, the Hospital’s Active Medical Staff consists of Drs. Barbara Bushby, Ned Fahmi, Henry Gasmann,
Tom Greenfield, Terry McVey, Elizabeth Noulty and Don Park.

Hospital Telephone Number
(613) 584-3333
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Over the years thousands of hours have been volunteered by women and men who e /

make up the hospital auxiliary. The first auxiliary was founded in March, 1956. The current

Auxiliary was revived in 1974 and Fran Hill was elected President. Over the years, the Auxiliary has been very
active in raising funds for the purchase of needed capital equipment and by offering various programs within the
Hospital to help with patients. The Auxiliary continues with the same dedication and loyalty as it did almost half a
century ago. Their commitment has been greatly appreciated.

Since 1971, Deep River residents and representatives from the four local municipalities have allowed their names
to stand as Trustees on the Board of Governors. Terms of office are three years and these individuals contribute
many hours at great personal sacrifice in fulfilling their responsibility.

Many dedicated staff members have contributed to excellent patient care during the past fifty years. Although the
current Hospital is more than 20 years old, approximately 8% of the staff presently employed were also on the staff
of the original hospital.

The Deep River and District Hospital has gone through unprecedented changes in recent years in response to
changes in demographics and provincial funding pressures. While it no longer offers planned deliveries of
newboms and surgical activities have been curtailed, the Hospital continues to offer a wide array of diagnostic and
therapeutic services including laboratory testing, physiotherapy, radiology, ultrasound, electrocardiography, and
dietetic counselling. The Hospital maintains a 24-hour emergency service with physicians on-call. This is
supplemented by a hospital-based ambulance service, The Hospital's twenty-four acute-care and four chronic-care
beds serve more than seven hundred patients each year,

The Deep River and District Hospital remains committed to providing first-rate primary care services to the
residents of North Renfrew and visitors to the area,

NOW

Ambulance Telephone Number
(613) 584-2533
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IN THE BEGINNING...

Worship in one form or another has been practised in North
Renfrew since the mists of time. Legend tells us that the Indi-
ans in the area buried their dead in emall caves at Oisean Rock,
and threw their arrows, decorated with tobacco, over the eliff
as a sacrifice ta the God, Manitou. Later when the French be-
gan Lo seitle Lower Canada and to trade with the Indinns, they
brought Christianity with them. French priests travellod west-
ward up the Ottawa with the voyageurs, etopping for baptizms
ol Pointe au Bapleme, and perhaps 6 rest and conduct Maxs
for the voyageurs and Indians on the shore at Deep River,
Since those very early days, many churches have been estab-
lished in Deep River,

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

Prior to 1898, priests of the Roman Catholic church eame
from the Pembroke diocese to conduct regular services in pri-
vale homes for the farmers and lumbermen who had followed
the Canadian Pocific Railway westward, But in 1877, a new
church, Saint Alaxander's, was built at Wylie and in 1898, the
new parish of Saint Alexander, was established,  For the first
20 yearn, priests of the new parish travelled by horse in sum-
mer and winter Lo minister to the increasing numbers of set-
Uers, as well as the lumber cnmps in the area. In 1924 for the
first time, the pastor had a car, but winter hardships remained
because the car could enly be tsed in summer

In 1931 Father McElligott came to the parish and served the
poople by himself during the war. Many changes began in 1044,
with Lthe beginning of construction of the plant, the town of
Deep River and the dam st Des Joachims. Two priests were
brought in to help Father McElligott, but it was increasingly
clear that a larger church was needed and in 1960 a building
fund was set up o raise money for the new church, Building
bogan in 19853, and the first mass wis celobrated in the new
ch 1, Our Lady of Good Counsel, on July 11, 1054.  Father
McElligott continued as pastor for another 5 years, until his
death in 1959

[
Ak

Our Lady of Good Counsel Church

In 1900 & new rectory wias built, and in 1992 the new parinh
cenbre, next o the church, becare available for various ¢hurch
functions and for the community in general. A fitting tribute o
the continuity of the church is that the present pastor, Father
Bill Kenney, grew up in Deep River and was ordsined at Our
Lady of Good Counsel church in 1079

Events at Mackenzie High

Football at
Mackenzie High
NRT, Sept.ember28, 1960

Twirl my turbin, Man
alive!
Here comes Machenzie
With a super tribe.
Da we love 'emi? Well, I

mean,
Mackenzie, Mackenzie:
That's our team.

Thie sprightly cheer was the
essence of the gay llﬂ'll)lphl‘rl
that prevailed last Friday dur-
ing the first football games of
the senson, Vivacious cheer.
leaders contributed greatly to
the afternoon's zeal with twirl-
ing pom-poms and screams of
encouragemant. The final score
of the junior exhibition game
aguinsl Petawawa was a viclo-
rious 820 for the Mackenzie
boys. The senior players proved
firm competition for the visit-
ing Pembroke team but were
forced 1o accept a 13-6 defeat

Valedictorian

stresses freedom,
independence

NRT, June 10, 1070

In a valedictory address to
fellow students and guests at
Mackenzie High Bchool's grad
uation dinner last Saturday,
Ted Freman drew allention to
the new freedom and indepen-
dence given to students. He
also commented on the prepar-
ation for life they have received
at school. Some of his com-
menis are printed below;

“Wa have changed incredibly
over Lthe past five years, so has
the school and the world In
many ways, the toachers have
holped bring about the change
in this class whether they
choose to sccepl the fact or
net.”

“Under this stalf, we have
been Laught a wider range of
subjects in a more liberal, less
suthoritarian manner than any
pradusting class this school has
ever produced. Anyone who dis
agrees  with  Lhis  statement
needs only to stand tn the halls
during any class change and
oheerve the difforent modes of
dress and bohavieur which are
permitied *

"The results of this liberal #d
ucalion are obvieus. We are
probably not the most brilliant
class W graduate frem Macken
tie and certainly nol the most
dedicaled but we do have one
gresl advantage. We are U
mont diverse and varied olass
representing the widest range
of oocupations this school has
evor seen. ., we range from pre
fessed hippies through future

engineers, lawyers, doctors,
technicians, professional writ-
ers, musicians, ecientists, po-
licemen and I don't know what
elee, The day when we all
thought this school produced
only two gpecies, nuclear physi-
cisls and failures, is long gone.

“Whaether we go ta further od-
uention, directly into the labour
force, or, as some of us are do-
ing, go on pilgrimages to Eu-
rope, the effect of this class in
going to be the further compli-
eation of an incredibly complex
world, Elements of what Mr.
Cox, one of our history teachers
called “the superfluous unnee-
essary generation” will be
spewed out into the world, and
although many of us will find
acceptance in good convention:
al positions, some of us won't.
These peaple, just by the way
they live, changs the way all of
us live "

“I'm not sure that seciety will
sccept Lthe portion of this class
that will think and act in ways
alien to the rest of us, bul
these people with their differ
ent lifestyle are just as much
the products of our education
system and society as those of
us who will slide nicely into ac-
eoptable and socially construe-
tive positions.”

Sadie
Hawkins Day
NRT, November 16, 1960

Last Thursday November 10
was declared Sadie Hawkins
Day at Mackenzie High School

the Girl's Athletic Sociely.

is is the one dance of the
yenr when the girls do the ask-
ing and the paying, Most girls
put this opportunity to effective
use making the dance very sue-
cessful.

Included in the admission
charge was a *vegetable cor-
snge” to be made by the girl
and worn by her date. This pro.
dueed  everything imaginable
from “radish clusters” to *carrot
tops and green peppers.” The
coreages were judged, and the
one made by Joyce Summach
and  worn Eddie Laing
proved to be, in the opinion of
the judges (chaperones), the
best one on display, The door
prize which was won by Dever.
lr Btewart was donated by Tier-
ney's Drug Store and points for
decorating were donated by the
Deep River Hardware.

Tﬁii was the third high
school dance of the yoar. The
keen interest of the students
and the excellent erganization
of the commities heads are ro-
sponsible for all three success-
1]

Mackenzie Trekkers shake-down cance trip. June 1978
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Two Deep River stu-
dents go to Canada-
wide science fair
NRT, Apr. 8,1987

Two Deep River students
have won expenses paid trips to
the Canada-wide science fair as
a result of their efforts in the
Renfrew County regional fair
held in Petawawa at the week-
end.

Emily Doubt of Keyes school
and Aimee DeAbreau of St.
Mary's were selected for their
winning preject in the junior
age category. Dounbt won the
physical science competition
with her entry “eggs”, and DeA-
breau the life science section
with her entry “autumn leaves;
what's it all about®.

Deep River Home and
School Association

D.R. Digest, Feb., 1951

The Deep River Home and
School Association held its first
regular meeting on Thursday
evening., February B, in the
School. Mr.S.L.. Beamish, Presi-
dent, was in the chair.

Opening with the singing
of *0 Canada” by all present,
the meeting got under way
with a brief talk by Dr.
L.G.Elliott. Mr. AT. Crutcher,
Principal of the Schoel, intro-
duced the members of his staff
to the audience.

Mr. Beamish introduced
one of the speakers for the eve-
ning, Dr. R.M.Taylor, Chiefl of
Medical Services at the Atomic
Energy Project, and Medical
Heplth Officer for the Deep
River School, Dr, Taylor de-

Schoolhouse, late 19th century.

scribed the measures being tak-
en in the Townsite to ensure
the good health of all children,
and answered many questions
put to him by members of the
audience.

Mr. Beamish then intro-
duced Dr. L.G.Cook, Chairman
of the School Board, who talked
about the aims and problems of
the Board. Not the least of the
latter, he indicated, was the
ever-growing populations
which would require two new
schools to accomodate if, within
the next four years.

Following the business part
of the meeting, refreshments
were served by the Social Con-
venor, Mrs, A. Atkins amd Mrs.
H. Smedley.

Since iis foundation only a
few weeks ago, the Deep Riv-
er Home and School Associa-
tion has increased its mem-
bership to over eighty
members.

Six new rooms for
Cockeroft School

NRT, Oct. 31, 1973
After the Ottawa regional of-
fice of the Ministry of Educa-
tion had trimmed the replace-
ment of Cockeroft Schoal to
three rooms plus a renovation
of the existing library that
would have converted it into
one more classroom, the Minis-
try in Toronto has been per-
supded to apprave building of
six completely new classrooms.
The change in the ministry
ruling came at the end of a long
series of telephone conversa-
tians between the Chairman of
the - Renfrew County -Board of
Education, Mrs, Jean Beauprie,

and senior ministry officials, in-
cluding the deputy minister of
education.

Mrs. Beauprie told the
County Board last Wednesday
that it had taken all her per-
suasion but having “decided
that they were never going to
get rid of that female in Ren-
frew County, they finally gave
in". The Ministry had initially
sugpested four classrooms
while Mrs. Beauprie asked ini-
tially for eight. After the
County Board Chairman had
lowered her demand to six, the
Ministry officials offered a last
compromise at five. However,
Mrs, Beauprie declined this of-
fer on the basis that she had al-
ready yvielded two classrooms.

Cockeroft School for
sale

NRT, June 24,1987

The Renfrew County Board
of Education voted last week to
put Cockeroft Public School up
for sale., barely one year after
the school closed its doors to
students for the last time.

But before any private inves-
tors set out to raise the quarter
million dollars or more that
Cockeroft will sell for, they
should know that they won't
get to make an offer until the
Separate School Board, Algon-
quin College, the town of Deep
River, and the provinecial and
federal governments all turn it
down.

Cockeroft was closed last
June as part of the consolida-
tion of elementary schools in
Deep River that saw Cockeroft

students transfarred to Keyes |
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Faith Lutheran Church

The Lutherans were also present in this area from earliest
days. The Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church was estab-
lished in Chalk River in 1804. Their first church was built in
1900, but unfortunately it burned down in 1908. It was re-
placed by a log building moved from the lands in Pelawawa
that had been purchased by the federal government for the
military. The log church served them well until Deep River
was settled and the congmgation began to grow. The mem-
bers from Deep River decided to form their own church, and in
1962, St. Stephen's Lutheran congregation was formed. Ser-
vices were originally held in the Deep River Church, while site
and building plans for a new church were developing. A
church site was purchased on the corner of Ridge Road and
Avon, and the building plans went forward. In April 1967,
Faith Lutheran Church was dedicated and came in to full use.

With the establishment of the new church in Deep River,the
Chalk River church was no longer needed, and in 1965 the
hand-hewn logs from the old church were donated to the Otta-
wa Valley Histarical Society for the Champlain Tail Museum
in Pembroke.

Calvary Pentecostal Church

A more recent arrival to the Christian community in North
Renfrew is the Calvary Pentecostal Church. This church be-
gan in Chalk River in 1955. The church and Sunday School
were started in the Orange Hall by David Mainse, and when
he had to leave, others kept it going. But the congregation
wanted to establish their church in a permanent building.
Discussions led to the purchase of a property on James Street
in Deep River. David Mainse returned as pastor and recruited
a volunteer force of men from the congregation and friends
from the Pentecostal Tabernacle in Pembroke to help him
build the church. By September of 1962, Calvary Pentecostal
Church was in full operation and growing. Until 1971 the pas-
tors and their families lived in the basement of the church, but
when Rev. David Quigley and his wife arrived that year to
take over the parish they purchased their own home, making
more room in the church for the Sunday School. The church
continues to serve the community under the present pastor,
Richard Lott and his wife Joyce.
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OTHER BEGINNINGS...
THE ANGLICAN CHURCH

The Anglican church was also establiched in the area prior to
1944. Both the town site and the plant fell within the Ang
Mizsion of Petawawa which extended west to Raol
ever, in 1945 when Deep River was being built, the M on Was
vacant because of the war, and so the first services here were
conducted by the rector of Pembroke, Rev. C.C-Phillips, in May
and June of 1945. That summer, a divinity student, Francis
Gooch, came to the Petawawa Miission and had the special as-
signment of organizing a congregation in Deep Rive
Gooch lived in Petawawa and travelled around his mis
bicycle. He must have returned to his studies at Bishop’s Uni-
versity well-bitten and extremely fit. Informal services to
which all were welcome were held in buildings belonging to
Fraser-Brace, the contractor building the town. In September of
1845, Rev. William Wright arrived to take charge of the mis-
sion, and three months later, in January, 1946, St. Barnabas’'
Church was formed, the first vestry meeting held, and a build-
ing committee appointed.

DEEP RIVER COMMUNITY CHURCH

The United Church had also begun to have services in the
Fraser-Brace office in the fall of 1945, under the leadership of
Rev. P.D.Ross. Early in 1946 a questionnaire was circulated
asking Deep River residents what form they wanted their
church to take: a church of their own denomination, a com-
munity church with a rotation of ministers, or a community
church with one minister. There were 288 replies, overwhelm-
ingly in favour of a single church with one minister. So a new
multi-denominational church was formed, a Board appointed
and Mr. Ro United Church minister from Chalk River en-
gaged on a part-time basis, The first service of the new Deep
River Community Church was held in Cockeroft Public Schoal
on April 7, 1946.

AND THEN ...

Because appropriate space was scarce, the Anglican and
Community churches both held services in Cockeroft School and
shared a Sunday School, until they could move into the Assem-
bly Hall of the new Community Centre in 1947. By 1949, bath
congregations had grown and the Assembly Hall was no longer
adequate. However, neither congregation could afford to build
their own church. The National Research Council, responsible
for the town at the time, came to their rescue. The povernment
paid for and supervised the construction of a church, to be
matle available to any congregation. By the end of June, 1052,
the Deep River Church was finished,

Appropriately the first worship was a joint service of the Angli-
can and Community Church cangregations, and the two CONETo
gations continued (o share the Deap River Church for the nést
Len years.




High School
Ups and Downs

Mackenzie team
wins Sclence
Olymplics

NRT, March 13, 1601

It takes one and hall min
ales for the *fun maching® de
signed by senior sclence stu
denta st Mackenwzis MHigh
Hehool 1o run through the 16
reactiong that won it & frst
place pries st the 1th edition
of the Ouawas-Carleton Hel
enca/Engineering Olympics, 1t
takes 18 minutes for its in
venlors Lo gel it worliing!

The Belanee Olymples were
held at Carleton University in
Ottawn on February 28 with
Mackongle High Hehool plac
g first overall, defeating 14
other Leams from eastorn On-
tarig, Hall  member  lvan
MeWilliam necompanied team
membears David Woo, David
Burrill, Kan Greiner, Ken Ya
mazakl, Bob Kim, Mark Uy
rin, Curtls Ajmani and Heott
Irving to the  competition,
whith was  spongored by
Carleton University and the
University of Oftawi,

The eampetition  consisted
of Nive major evonts; an audio
vigsunl presentation, bridge
building, the fun machine, hy
drofonm, and whigeer

The audio-visual presanta
Uon wae Lo anawer the gues:
thon, "What ways snd means
Wi I" Yuu use L Bave our en
wrgy repourcon for fulure gen
erutlong” DBob Kim  gave
Mickangio's presentation

Kan Creiner and Beott lee
ving wera in charge of the
biridge, the purpose Leing Lo
design and canstruct o froo
standing arch bridge mada of
popubcls stloke and white glus
spanning s digtancs of al
loast, ADO mm and having o
solid: Nat rosd surface of al
lopnt, 100 mm o length and
5O mm wide. The winnor was
the biridge which could wup
purt the grantest load relative
W ie moes whila meating the
sringent  spocifications  mel
oul i the gui s

The fun machine wos Lo
purforim o worles of ot lonst
live Wleranting nitivibien
(hueh ow ringing o ball, Light
g lllllh'l_ pouring woeler)
fur n fNixed period of timo
Onea agnin, there wera atrict
rules o bie followed

The Mackengls tanm's fun
maghine wos  demonstrated
Dy Dayid Wao wnd David Dur
nll, bt Waoo gays that all
Lot mombers had input inlo
ol projects, Derek Winfield
alio helped with the fun ma
cliine, which wag setl, up and
demonstrated st Koys School
ul the beginning of last weok

nnd I8 now on display et
Maikeniie

Woo says whils team mem
bers stayad up “until the wee
hours® many nlghts  Nxing
problems in the fun machins,
when the time came for 1he
actual judging, the machine
worked beautifully

The ohijectiva with the hy
drofoam was "o design and
constroct & wtyrofoam  hout
with optimum ballast which
will travel & fixed distance in
u shallow waler tank, pow
ored salely by the ensrgy of
falling mnss,” whils the olijse
tiva with the whizeer was “Lo
construct a brightly coloured,
wollcontained devies powered
continupusly and only by a
ninevoll bsttar (aceording 1o
details given) which will pro-
wl dtsell up  an inclined
ength (12 maetres) or plang
wire gtretched  across  the
room; the wire Lo be gel ol o
throe degree inclins "

I it sl sounds like some
thing out of Chitty Chitty
Bang Bang, it was!

Thare wers alao two onsite
competitions; o “target f1y" In
which a paper alrplane with s
pln in |.l|u tip hid Lo be de
signed o hit a bull's sye made
oul of colaured bullaons, and &
freach for the Wwp" compotl-
Lion

Shopping not an
acceptable excuse
for missing classes

NRT, Deceniber 1H, 1001

A bus service meant b an
cournge local rosidents 1o
shop I Vembroke has olfie
cinla  wt  Mackonzie  High
Hehool eoncerned

The Pembiroke Mall senl o
bug to Desp Iiver and athier
muniglpalities  In order Lo
draw ahoppers (o the mall
The bus, which was sent on
the first and second Thurs
daye In December, plokod up
wtantial  shoppers in Deap
Uvar b L morndong

But what has khllj\nllllll
principal Mary  Fohrenbiach
conearned v tha fact thal
many who ook advantige of
the bus service wers high
sehool siu

“It'w a0 exlreme concern of
anrs,” said Fahirenbach

Vieo-prinvipal Androw
Itinglet sabd thet 11 students
wire  given  dotontions  be
causn ey went on the P'em
biraka bug the Nirat Thursday,
Both he ond Felirenbach spy
that  education  guidelines
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they follow do not Inelude
shopping as a legitimale ex-
cune for missing elasses

Fehronbach also says that
several  students  brought
niotag lrom their parents stat-
Ing the students should be ex
cused in order Lo take the bus
to Pembiroks, but those stu-
denits were steongly advised
naL 1o go

*I ean't lend Justification to
thai,” she said

Hhe ndded that she I8 not
Lrying Lo undermine the wish
o8 of parents, but that there
will e consequences for stu-
dente who are absent from
school under thuse conditions

Fobirenbnch says she |5 sur
lurlnr-l the mall offered the
s Eervice ngain Lhis ysar.
As vies-prineipal of Macken-

#lo  lust  yoar, Fehronbach
voleed her tonesrne to mall
management

Pembroke Mall  manager
Jdayne Hrophy acknowledges
tha facl thot Fehrenbach had
stated her concerns. Dut Do
phy defonds the mall's use of
the Lius service.

*I ean't ges how IUs our re-
spanaibility to keop the kids
in school,” she said.

Brophy added that the ser
vice, which Is In its fifth year
of operation, has been very
succassful In bringing people,
including seniars and young
maothers, o shop in Pam-
biroke

fhe alio sald that plans lor
athird doy of bus service wan
called off because it was felt
that many students  would
tako ndvantage of the offer,

Fehrenbach says that she
does not have any plang Lo re-
peat her concerns Lo mall
management, But she did
state her Intontion ta deal
with the issue st the school
level,

“Parenta should renlize that
wo are discouraging this Lype
of thing,” she sald.

A diligem student prepares lor
tha leacher strike, spring 1078

DChIESIess000
Anglicans leave the Deep River Church

During the fifties, theAnglican snd Caommundty Church
eemgregations again began W outgrow the faclities, Two staps
were Laken Lo rellave thils cangestion,  In 1064, the Communi-
ty Church declded that a Christian Education Centre was
needed.  They launchied thelr fundralsing camnpalgn with a
communily dirier which was the largest hanguet yet held in
Dwsep Wver, with 800 people prosent. More than $100,000 was
valsed and the new Christian Education Cantra was officially
aponed in May, 1060,

Laying the cormar stone of the new Christian Edu-
catlon Cantre , 1650,

L to A. : Gordon Balnas, Dr. D, Keyes,
Rev.R.C.Plant, Les Beamish,

Than, in 1068 the bullding cammittes of the Anglican congra-
gation began to maike plans to aegquive land and butld s ehareh
of thalr own, AECL generausly donated a bullding site on
Glandale Avenue and a fupd anlsing campnign was lounched,
HL Darnabae Church was bullt In 1002 snd officlally openod in
January, 1004,

Dr, W.B Lowls ||u73:.~':|l..-_1rn:i:|:!? for the Amiiriln
Churgh property to the At Rav, Reed, Bishop of Otta.
wa, 1061,

With the departure of the Angliean congregation, Cammuni
ty Chureh beeame the only user of the Desp Hiver Clinreh, It
cuntinued ax o mull ninational inetitation and was off)
vlally acce d on such with the United, Prosbiytavian and Bap
tat Chiurehes i 1078, T 1078, they agaln bogan o ahare the
budlding with anather cangregation, that of the Free Metho
dist Chivreh, an arvangeiment which continues to some degres
atill, Frosdly  dn DOAS6A e elureh nod the Dand (01 on weie
bought from AECL and Deep River Clioch becama Doop Riv
or Community Chureh
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Hey Kats!

NRT, Moy 14, 1958
by"The Saint”

Well, Did you people dig cur fivet column? 1f you did you
have earnied the nght to eall yoursella hep cat (for & definition
ol 'hep cat consult the bottom of this so called slumorous litera-
ture).

For the last few weeks a bunch of hip characters which T
from now on shall eall Murder Ine, have been working like cra-
zy at something called track and field? Man 1 just didn't dig
this so/T wheeled out and investigated. Muvder Ine. is really
hopping. Every day at jailbreak these cats charge out and
ramble around the field. It seems they're getiing &1l heped up
to head for the burg of Arnprior. Well when I hears this [ asks
mysell and T even asks them, Why all this crazy aclivity?
Their answer is a tightening of the facial muscles into what's
commonly called a grin. Then they whisper in husky voices.
Ever seen the debs down there?

Seriously though (yes, that was supposed ta be humour
back there) the cats of Murder Ine. under the divection of one
of the local wardens ave really doing a good job and should
bring back some henours from Arnprior.

The glory cats of the Teen and Twenty Club seem to have
some great plans for heat time. The gory details of these plans
will follow inlater editions. Right now though I can guaraniee
a fantabulous time.

While we are on the subject of hieat time the June paper ca-
pers are nearly upon us so all you ecats, kittens, squares,
squeeps and otherwise normal teenagers Tiad bétfer hop to it if
you haven't already. But don't warry i1t won't be long before
the paper capers are aver and all you cafs ave unemployed.

turns to things other than school work and it Tooks as:if this
applies to H.S. too,
Hep cat means a cat or kitten whe reads this publication,
Deb meéans a real sharp gal,
Warden means a teacher of high standing.
Heat time means summer time,
Paper capers means the (ugh) exams,
H.5. iz ong of the local cats who elaims Lo have something to
do with a place called shoe maker.

See you all next week.

Initiation At Mackenzie High

NRT, Oct. 14, 1959

Friday, October 2 was Initiation Day at Mackenzie High
Bchoal. The grada rine students were “decked out” in the odd-
est assortment of nightgowns and pyjamas, The uniforms were
as follows: the boys were dressed in ladies’ nightgowns pinned

a pait of earrings; their faces were made up with lipstick, eye
shadow and rovge; their hair was parted in the middle and
held back by two bows. The girls appeared in men's un-
matehed oversized pyjamag, one rubber boot and one slipper:
their hair was also parted in the middle and the whole outfit
was accented by a mustache and wrinkles. Then there was the
penalty for not being dréssed in full uniform which was ear-
ried out in the afternoon. The penally was pushing an enion
with the aid of one's nose across the campus. The afternoon
ended with the entrants parading avound the football field and
engaging in a tug of war. To gnd the initiation o dance was
held in the Community Centre auditoriom. A variety of games
and dances was arvanged and everybody was urged to join in.
At midnight another suceessiul initiation passed into the his-
tory of Mackenzie High School

As the old saying goes in the spring a young mans fancy -

5o that one knee was showing, one running shog, one boot, and

Mackenzie Projects

Stimulate Students

NRT, Jaruary 25, 19689

In stores, in homes, on the
street, wherever you go these
days you hear about *projects”
and we are told that they were
the chief subject of conversa-
tion at the cocktail party for
the American Ambassador last
week! The impact of the experi-
ment in education currently un-
der way at Mackenzie High
School i being felt not only by
staff and students but by the
whole community.

It has to be admitted that the
school is.a pretty chaotic place
these days. One observer noted
“kids walking about with incu-
bators hatching eggs, kids sit-
ting in the halls playing with
bits of wire, kids making com-
puters, and kids lying on the
floor looking up a long card-
board tube suspended from the
ceiling.” It sounds weird but
anyone who has read up on the
history of science knows that it
was from such small begin-
nings that great discoveries
were made.

Surveys are said to be “ten a

Not all parents look at it quite
this way. Some agree that pro-
Jects are very valuable for those
who are prepared to work but
they are not sure that they are
a good thing for the rest. “Has
the school no responsibility for
the students that are hanging
around town all day?” one par-
ent asked.

One mother said that her
teenager had completed his
project in two days, divided the
work in five and reperted a sec-
tion to his counsellor each day
while taking a holiday for the
test of the week.

‘A more usual pattern was for
a student to take the first two
or three days off, then realizing
that time was slipping away, to
hurry to get something done be-
fore the end of the week. Some
had trouble really gefting down
to it at all and their parents
tend ‘to feel that it is the
school's business to make them
work. “They really need super-
vigion,” another mother said.

The students themselves are
just as divided as the parents,
Nearly everyone is impressed

were permitted to use library
or laboratory facilities, came re-
ports of great keenness and en-
thusiasm.

As the week went on, stu-
dents who have travelled to
ather centres to obtain informa-
tion or experience for their pro-
jects began to trickle back to
town. Others were about to
start off. How these out-of-town
projects will work ont is still a
maller of comjecture.

With the half-way mark just
past, no assessment is possible
but afier the first week’s expe.
rience most of the teachers
seem to be gold on projects. One
spoke of the fremendous atmos-
phere of excitement generated
in the school; it was something

very special for the students

and some had been preparing
for it for weeks.

Another who approached the
idea with scepticism; became
converted. She fonnd her stu-
dents more capable than she
expected and individual coun-
selling had given her an appor-
tunity to know them better.

“It has shown what we want~

MHS 1980 production of “Brigadoon”

penny” with students asking
questions like “do you take
drugs — have you ever?” “How
do you feel about the treatment
of the American negro?” and
“What is your objection lo the
present school system?” While

it i ensy to ask gquestions, the

real challenge for them is in an-
alyzing their results,

The whole idea of projects is
to challenge everyone con-
cerned and, o8 vice-principal
Howard Moffatl says, not eve-
ryone is able to meet the chal-
lenge. However, he is convinced
that the advaniages outweigh
the disadvantages and other
teachers have suggested that
the students who are wasting
their time during project weeks
would have been wasling it
anyway.

by the freedom accorded to
them so suddenly and in theory
they regard it as an advance in
stafFstudent relations. Some
like the reality and others
don't, Two girls who were hav-
ing difficulty deciding what to
do and when to do it, would
much prefer to have their daily
program mapped out for therm,
Another thought that freedom
was “really great” but was not
sure that she had learned to
make the best use of it.

Others have baken to projects
like ducks to water. A local res-
ident spoke of seeing Kids walk-
ing around with piles of books
and an evident sense of pur-
pose usually lacking ameng
high sehool students: From the
plant  where somé siudents

photo by Lorna Bourns

ed to show,” another staff mem-
ber said. “It has provided us
with a means of evaluating the
students' initiative, persever-
ance and ability to organize
their own time.” She also
stressed the Dbetter rapport
with individual students pro-
vided by prajects.

Still another teacher made
the point thal project weeks
were giving students a fore-
taste of what it is like to get out
in the world and operate on
one’s own. “It's something we
should be teaching them in
school” he said, “and up to
now, we haven't been doing it."

The wnew schoal library,
opened  since Christmas, has
been o tremendous ssset’ and
has beéen nieil to capugity,
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Elairent, Sir

Jim Woodward: scissors
poised to begin 26th year
in Deep River

NRT, March 8, 1972

by Lenni Dixon

The role of the barber in a community
has been eulogized in poetry, prose and
music down through the centuries. Ini
France, barbers were incorporated as a distinct body by Louis
XIV, while in England Edward IV incorporated them in 1461,
A precise date cannot be fixed for the initial use of the striped
pole as the barber's symbol, but perhaps Henry V111 had some-
thing to do with it. It was he who enacted a statute uniting
barbers with the company of gurgeons, but apart from the
trimminig of lacks and beards, confined them to the minor op-
erations of bloodletting and drawing teeth.” The barber's sigm,
a red and white striped pole from which is suspended a basin
indicated an arm, bandaged after bloodletting; the basin, a re-
ceptacle for the blood! George 11 separated barbers and sur-
geons into two distinct corporations in 1745, but the familiar
striped pole symbalizing the barber’s place of business is with
us o the present day.

Jim Woodward, Deap River's firat barber, put out his etriped
pole and opened the doors of his Alder Crescent shop for busi-
ness on April 1, 1946. He came to town “io try it for o year or
50" as did many others in those days, bringing his wife, little
son and daughter, to settle in a drafly “war six” on Troyes. Be-
fore moving here, Jim Woodward had owned the original Hart
House Barbershop in Toronto, leaving it in the hands of a
manager while he spent two years in the Canadian Army dur-
ing World War II. When the University of Toronto bought him
out, he came on contract to Deep River.

In recalling the town's only existing shopping aren in 1946,
Jim Woodward eaid that Alder Crescent wasn't even paved at
first, and there was sand everywhere, His barbershop opened
about & week before the Canadian Department Store which
later became Eaton's, Thare wousn't any drug slore in tewn,
Mr. Woodward recalled, but there was a littie store in C)

Shalk
River that handled patent medicines, Next to the barbe ahop,
a tailor soon established himself, and next to the tailor, & shoe-
maker.

The town continued to expand and by 1953, Jim needed an
extra pair of hands to keep up with the business. In July of
that year, Leo Lemaire became the second barber and is still
Jim Woodward's right-hand man. A year later, in August, Al-
bert Labelle joined the staff and the thiee man operntion con-
tinued until 1969,

Woodward admits that the eurrent fashion in men's hair
styles has made a big difference to his buginess and to barbers
all over. But, he added, there iz evidence of gradual reversal
of the trend, and in a year or so, shorter styles may again be
the vogue;

The Deep River of taday bears little resemblance to the town
in the mid-forties and Jim Woodward had a hand in some of
the changes through his long association with the local Cana-
dian Legion and Masonic Lodge. He remembered with s grin
that Legion members used to have their meetings in a finy
roam behind the old Post Office at the corner of Alder and
Champlain,

The move from Ajax to Deep River was a big step back in
1046, but smiled Mr, Woodward, “You'd have to any we like it
here, We're all still here.” The family now includes a daughter-
indaw, son-in-law and two grandehildren, Jim Woodward
marks his twenty-sixth anniversary in business in Deep River
on April 1.

The symbolism of n barber pole may se¢m laughable to us in
1972, but to Jim's customers, it still means a good shave, o
hairent, n chanee
to mill aver local is-

d news of

the con-

1 atmosphare

of hig shop. And in-

cidentally, Jim

Woodward's barber
ol has an addi

al spital atripe

of blue, How do you
oxplain that, Jim?




Thompsons buy
Cockceroft
NRT, November 1, 1989

Deep River's Thompson fami-
ly has bought Cockeroft School
and plans to turn the building
into an apartment complex.

The Renfrew County Board
of Education last week accept-
ed a tender for the school in the
name of Vic Thompson for
$321,000. The school was ap-
praised at $275,000.

Thompson said the family
hopes to convert the school into
an 18-unit apartment building,
including two penthouse-style
apartments on a second floor in
what is now the school's gym.

“We're going to do it by the
seat of the pants, the same way
we did the others,” Thompson
said.

Thompson estimated the cost
of converling the school could
reach $500,000, and said they
are hoping to have the work
completed in time for opening
in April or May.

Councillor Wes  Stewart,
chairman of the town's Plan-
ning Committee, said the com-
mittee will recommend that the
school be rezoned to allow it to
be turned into apartments, but
with any commercial use or ex-
pansion of the existing building
ol permitted.

The Thompsons' bid was the
highest of three tenders sub-
mitted. Vintage Communities,
a company that builds seniors’
housing, entered a token bid of
$10 while a Kanata man, Ian
Nicholson, bid $1010.

Business superintendent
Johr Hall gaid Vintage had en-
tered its bid to get a place on
the negotiating list if none of
the offers had been acceplable.
No information about he bid
was available from Nicholson.

Hall noted that Thompson
has the choice of withdrawing
his offer within 15 days of it be-
ing accepted by the board.

Cockeroft School was closed
in 1987 following a two-year
consolidation study that result-
ed in Cockeroft students being
moved to Keys. The schools
were re-organized again in
1987 to move all junior kinder-
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Vic Thompson: a local entrepreneur

garten to grade four students to
Morigon: School and all grade
five to grade eight students to
Keys.

The school was advertised for
public tender in September.
Deep River Couneil had consid-
ered buying the school for new
municipal offices but turned
the school down last summer as
“not a superior alternative” to
building a new town hall.

Other uses proposed for the
school have included a nursing
home, a “family centre” housing
day care, Family Enrichment
Network, toy library and oth-
ers, and a women's business
centre.

The school includes two acres
Pf property covering the park-
ing lot on the west side and
stretching up the hill to the cor-
ner of Deep River Road and Al-
der Crescent.

: To the Town of Deep River &
The North Renfrew Times
on their Fiftieth Anniversary :
':.: Deep River Stationery — the oldest independent :
5 retail store in Deep River. Founded in 1954 by the 3
%  Tierney Bros., Deep River Stationery has been 3
%  privileged to serve this community and $
% surrounding area for 41 consecutive years. :
% Vic & Ina Thompson, owners for the past twenty- :
% seven years, together with their staff Rita, Freida $
¥ and Ryan, say thank you and once again, 3
i Congratulations Deep River i
HuA g ' ~ VL
i "A CGREAT PLACE TO LIVE
?L.XX-.‘&LZ"X ITITTIIIXNIZZ 1995800058508 006000000000808080000600044

Memaories of the Strand
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Strand Theatre’s final fling in Africa
NRT, July 16, 1986, editorial

The closing of the Strand movie theatre is hardly a his-
toric event. After only 30 years of generally undistin-
guished existence its disappearance doesn't even count as
the end of an era. Yet, for the 299 ticket holders at the last
picture show on Sunday — and for the many who wanted
tickets but couldn’t get them — it was a genuinely nostal-
gic evening.

Nostalgic for what, though? Not for a bygone elegance
now crumbled, Peering around in the unaccustomed light
before the show began, even the most romantic in the audi-
ence could see that the hall had never been attractive let
alone elegant.

Not for the comforts of past evenings spent there either,
since most people had more lasting memories of the way
their feet used to stick to the dried pop on the floor under
the seats.

Not even for the great movies once seen there, although
there were some of those. More often the movies were medi-
ocre and the theatre either nearly empty or jammed with
kids noisily entertaining themselves.

No, the nostalgia was not for the real Strand theatre, it
was for some imaginary site of a Great Night Out In Deep
River, where the theatre was packed with enthusiastic and
uttentive people, where a real pianist played them to their
seats, and whare fine cinema carried them to a grand and
faraway place with passions to match. In short, it was for
an evening just like that Sunday a week ago, probably the
first and certainly the last of its kind ever to be held at the
Strand.

If tastes are changing, if that Great Night Out has really
been replaced by watching-in-the-comfort-of-your-own-
home, no one wanted to admit it that night. And when the
final panorama of Out of Africa had left the wide screen,
would anyone really have preferred to see it, electronically
shrivelled, on a 24" TV sgt?

We have the Thompson family to thank for a memorable
evening. Without it, our memories of the Strand might well
have been of sticky {loors, not grand passions. JCH
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Tierney Brothers —

Deep River’s first drug store

NRT, November 10, 1871 and
May 6, 1976

More than a few local resi-
dents will remember when they
had to go to the hospital dis-
pensary for a prescription, or
all the way to Pembroke for
their drug store needs. Theyll
also remember what a boon to
the little cornmunity the arrival
of the Tierney Brothers to es-
tablish Deep River's first drug
slore was.

Aller graduating in pharma-
cy, both Frank and John Tier-
ney went overseas during the
war. On returning to Canada.
John worked at a drugstore in
Ottawa and Frank went back
to the dispensary in their home
town of Arnprior. They decided
that the time was ripe to go
into partnership in a new loca-
tion and in 1947 their applica-
tion to Deep River was accept-
ed

The first Tierney Brothers'
Pharmacy was a narrow room
in the Crawley building, a
space now occupied by Alex
Fashions. It was evident from
the start that a dispensary
couldn’t survive since the
town's small population — anly
abont 1,800 — seemed to be
made of young, healthy, pio-
near stock] So the original busi-
ness  included the Colonial
Coach Lines agency, the Bell
telephone account, and an
amusing miscellany of stock in-
cluding everything from toys to
fishing tackle!

Not long after Frank and
dohn arrived, work began up-
river on the Hydro dam at des
Joachims. At the height of the
project, about 2,000 were em-

ployed on the dam creating
quite a boon for Deep River
merchants on pay days. There
were times the Tierneys felt
that the entire crew had ar-
rived at their tiny store. With
Jjust themselves and a staff of
two, plus a parl-time student,
providing  service in  such
cramped, erowded conditions
was always hectic, often hilari-
OUs.

Tierney Brothers was always
known for its cheque eashing
policy. The store, once known
as Deep River's second bank,
always carried extrn cash to ac-
commadate Saturday and eve-
ning cheque cashers.

They had only a few bad
cheques cross their counter,
and they only had one break-in.
The reason was likely their
gafe. The Tierney's safe came
from Arnprior, was about 100
years old, is covered with beau-
tiful scroll work and is solid as
a rock.

Another thing the Tierney
Brothers were famous for was
their “Buttocks Paste” for the
tender ends of babies. Many
peaple would patronize the
store just for that magic formn-
Ia. The Tierneys said a norse
from Montreal brought the for-

mula with her and they started
Lo produce it in batches

As Deep River grew and
changed, the Tierneys were
able to buy their present store.
In the early 19505, Art Shanks,
a graduate pharmacist, joined
the stafl, When the old cafete-
ria was taken down and Cham-
plain Street was developed for
shopping, the Tierney Brothers
and Mr. Shanks went into part-
nership and in 1956, rented
premises for the town's first

stationery store.

The feeling of kinship — of
the village all being one big,
happy family, was a very real
and integral part, of Deep River
in its early years. Among the
memaories from a time when
John and Frank Tierney knew
every person they served, were
the annual Crawley-
McCracken Christmas parties.
Another recollection, though
less happy, is of one Sunday
night when the Tierneys and
their staff were taking invento-
ry. Dick Tilson, manager of the
A&P, was also working late
next door. Suddenly, about 10
pim., one of the Tierney staff
smelled smoke, Mr. Tilson had
also smelled it, and an alarm
was called in. Fire had started
in the Crawley building next to
Tierneys and smoke was com-
ing through the dividing wall.
Small  extinguishers  were
pressed into serviee while the
merchants awailed the arrival
of the fire department. When
all the excitement was over,
smoke damage was the only ef-
fect on the drug store, but the
Tierneys and Mr. Tilson shud-
der to think what might have
happened had they not chosen
to work that night.

The Tierney brothers retired
in May 1976. With their retire-
ment went a piece of Deep Riv-
er's unique history.

The business was sold to Ed
Chow, President of Village
Pharmacy and his partner Ray
Oswald. Village Pharmacy con-
tinues to operate the drug store
with the same policies of friend-
liness and caring established
by Frank and John Tierney
back in 1947,

The Village IeDe.A Pharmacy

Deep River and The North Renfrew Times
on their 50th Anniversary.

Successors to the first pharmacy in town, known as
Tiermey's, the Village Pharmacy has been in business
since 1976, still following the tradition of friendliness
and caring established 47 years ago.

We wish to thank the people of the area for their
support over the years and look forward to another 50
years of community care,

congratulates




dJuly 5, 1995 - The North Renfrew Times Golden Jubilee Supplement #3 - Page 25

Feeding Deep River's
families since 1946

Last of the
originals

NRT, September 6, 1978

by Lorna Bourns

To most people in Deep Riv-
er, stores like Ritter's and
Tierney's seem to be very well
established. But to Bert Tel-
ford, they seem like “Johnny-
Come Lately's."Bert, who re-
tires this week from his job as
produce manager for the local
A & P” store is the last of the
original merchants who first
opened up in Deep River.

In 1946, when Bert was
sent up here from Ottawa, the
town’s shopping centre con-
sisted only of the short block
on Alder Crescent.

“1 only came for a year,” he
says with a chuckle, “but it's a
nice town .. and somehow the
time stretched into 32 years.”

He recalls that, in the early
days, the town had only a few
telephones, one of them at the
town office. “I had to go in
there every moming and
phone my produce order down
to Ottawa.”

There were still shortages
in 1946 and A & P collected a
number of scarce items, such
as nylons, salmon and short-
ening, for their grand open-
ing. Bert remembers that
there was such a rush on
them that they had to borrow
guards from CRNL and let
customers in a few at a time.

“That first Christmas they
accidentally sent all our bread
up to Sudbury,” he recalls.
“No one had cars in those
days so people couldn't run
down in Pembroke for bread.
They sent the bread back to
Deep River on Christmas
morning, and all the churches
announced that the A & P
would be open for two hours
selling only bread. We sold an
average of four loaves to eve-
ry family in town,

“Those were the days before
self-serve. You knew everyone
who came in and you picked
out their food for them, I miss
those days. In a way, I guess |

regret  losing contact with
folks under this svstem and,
because of that, T don't mind

FOLTITE quite so much.”

Bert started work for the A
& P" chain part-time at the
age of 16 1n 1930, He started
full time in 1933 at %7 a
week, working from 7:30 in
the morning, often until mid
night

When he joined the army in
1942 his organizing ability
kept-him-in the orderly room
and he was one of the last dis

charged from the service in
1946. He picked up again
with A&P was sent to help
open their newest store in
Deep River,

A &P 45 years
in business

NRT, September4, 1991

Labour Day weekend al-
ways reminds Bert Telford of
the 1946 opening of the origi-
nal A & P store in Deep River.
He is the anly local resident
left of the six employees
brought in to set up and run

together,” Telford remembers.
“If someone needed a hand
finishing up, the others would
step in.”

Dick Tilson became manag-
er in 1955. The village was
growing and the store was so
small that it was emptied by
shoppers before long week-
ends,

“A major remodelling began
in March 1958,” Tilson says.

Tilson remembers working
long hours coping with the
renovations while keeping the
store going. The last step was
laying a tile floor in 1960.
“The old wooden floor was
oiled weekly,” says Tilson
“That was a hard job. Then
when it rained or snow was
tracked in the floor turned

the store.

“An independent grocer had
run & business where Giant
Tiger is now,” reminisces Tel-
ford. “He closed at 6 p.m. one
Saturday night. At 10 a.m.
Sunday morning the six A &
P employees and three super-
visors met outside the store.
We went in and set to work,
The old stock was cleared out,
the store cleaned and renova-
tions done. I made the pro-
duce counter out of orange
crates. Then the store was
stocked ready for Tuesday
mMOrning opening.

“A & P had arranged to
have opening specials on
things that had been in short
supply during the war, like
salmon, jelly powder and ba-
nanas,” continued Telford.
“Bhoppers came from as far
away as Pembroke, 1t was so
crowded that the security
guards came. They closed the
doors; only letting more shop-
pers in when others loft. The
wrowd emptied the store, Tt re-
mained closed on Wednesday
morming for restocking and
reopened  Wednesday after-
nogn!™

The six men who ran the A
& P worked well together
“We hadn't met until we ar-
rived in Deep River but we al-
ways got along, We started
the day topether and finished

dark and looked dirty.”

While he was on holiday
one August, the Deep River
area had a tremendous storm.
Water ran down Deep River
Road, down Champlain and
into the low area behind the
new extension. It poured into
the basement to a final depth
of four feet and also flooded
the A & P and neighbouring
stores.

After that the town put a
storm sewer in and A & P
paved the parking lot.

Telford celebrated produce
week in 1976 by setting up a
produce market on tables in
front of the store for a couple
of days. They took up part of
three parking spaces. “Busi-
ness was brisk and the shop-
pers enjoyed it,” says Telford.
“However, someone com-
plained about the parking
and the police came and told
me to take down the tables,
They didn't come until just
before it was Gme to close,
though.®

In 1978, Telfard retired af
ter 48 years with the A & P
Tilsen transferred to another
storein. 19783 and retired in
1986 with 49 years service
with A & P

A & P in Deep River moved
to Ridge Road with an ex-
panded modern store.and lots
of parking in 1986

Business
bits and pieces

Letter to a former Deep Riverite
NRT, February 24, 1993

Dear Myrtle,

I just had to write and thank you for the lovely 5" x 8”
Christmas card with foil Currier and Ives scene and the
embossed greeting and signature.

I don't know if it is just me, but I get the feeling that
something strange is going on in Deep River lately. You re-
member how I wrote and described the many changes on
the downtown scene? Well, a lot more has happened since
then, and it's all rather odd. Do you remember Madolyn'’s,
where we used to go for Robbie Burns ma ple-basted haggis,
and Hallowe’en wool-of-bat souffle? Well, the place disap-
peared one day and another Checkers sprang up in its
place. Now, we've had a lot of business moving or closing,
but we've never had cloning before. Just imagine if it be-
came a regular occurrence, We might end up with a
matched set of drug stores, or two Town Halls!

Even stranger, in December, a wonderful store of Christ-
mas goodies suddenly appeared, right next to the Golden
Dragon. A day or two after Christmas, I went downtown
and bingo — no goody store. The other week I marched into
Bookworld with my card for the new spring and summer
Sears' catalogue, and there it was, gone, The catalogue of-
fice, I mean. I looked all around, tapped walls when no one
was looking, but all T could find were solid walls with
shelves of stationery, and a washroom behind a door that
wasn't there before. Today 1 drove along Champlain and
got another shock. No Nert stronghold! 1 saw an empty
store front instead. I tell you, Myrtle, this kind of thing is
‘starting to give me the creeps, | u think I'm bushed?

By the way, Walker's jewellery store closed, and was tak-
en over by an organization called the CLG. It has scenic
photographs in the window, but that is to conceal the fact
that the CLG are really there to monitor local shopping
habits. I wonder if I told you about the J.L. Gray Leisure
Centre, which took over the Riverview Inn, which used to
be Forest Hall. Do you remember the old days when you
would walk by and hear the strains of “Bad, Bad Leroy
Brown” every February at the Silver Spoon dance? 1t's not
like that now. These days, all you ever hear from the
JLGLC is an odd clicking sound, as dozens of peaple are
biting their nails.

I did eventually find the catalogue office, in the Donut
building on Highway 17. I figure the Chamber of Com-
merce are trying to encourage more people to shop south of
the highway, just so long as they don't cross the U.S. bor-
der. We got a real surprise back in January. A completely
new business opened on the highway. It's a sensible loca-
tion for the new funeral home, not far from the lumber
store. Hey, we've come a long way since those Deep River
signs that read, “Welcome to the Good Life!”

Your affectionate friend,
Chloa (Joyce Winfield)

Glendale Plaza in earlier times
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Ritter’s sale

NRT, August 2, 1978

Ritter's summer sale is a major shopping event in this com-
munity:

Every July for the past 23 years, hundreds of bargain hunt-
ers have flocked to the three stores. The 1978 summer sale
Was no exception

At 9:45 a.m. on the morning the sale began, there was nei-
ther & parking spot on Champlain nor in the lot behind the
Municipal Building, Determined customers were reduced to
parking in the Loblaws lot and covering the last block on foot.

At the height of the sale, a quick head count in the ladies
store revealed at least 100 eager shoppers.

Undeterred by the day’s almost unbearable heat and hmid-
ity, women queued up at all available dressing rooms, and
then, having selected their garments, lined up to pay for them.

With thewr purchases under their arms, many of the early-
bird shoppers hastened over to the men's stove or to the fabric

store. Thoogh the panic level in these two shops was some-
what lower than in ladies’ wear, they were, nevertheless, very
busy places of business.

Cecil Ritter, co-owner of the Ritter Company, explained that
while the crowds at the ladies store were certainly heaviest
the first morning, the men's store was very busy Thursday
evening and Saturday.

“Most men are not panic buyers,” explained Ritler, “but
shopping is an instinct in women. Women are naturally drawn
to sales. Even if they don't buy anything, they like to see
what's on sale.”

Cecil Ritter and his brother Lionel (the sons in “H. Ritter &
Sons Ltd) have been operating stores in Deep River since
March 1956, Before that their father Hary had been in busi-
ness in North Bay and then in Mattawa. The Ritters have had
a store in Mattawa for 45 years, “an indication we do some
things right,” said Ceeil.

The semi-annual sales, one in January and orie in July, be-
gan the year the stores opened. The sales last eight shopping
days each. Ritter said that the bulk of the business is un the
firet day , but people take advantage of the reduced Prices on
regular merchandise all through the sale period. *Our sales
are not rigged in any way” said Ritter, “they are genuine sales
with regular stock and that's why they aye so successful”,

Lionel and Cecil in Ritter's Mens Store

Laurentian View Dairy
-from small beginnings

NRT, September 13, 1972
by Lenni Dixon

A quarter mile of three-
guart milk jugs, standing
side-by-side in a single row —
and all brimming with na-
ture's wonder drink — milk!
That represents the approxi-
mate daily delivery of milk to
area homes and stores on a
five-dny-a-week basis by Deep
River's  Laurentian  View
Dairy! In terms of quarts, it
means 30 to 35,000 per week!
In human terms, it represents
much more than that to Mr.
and Mrs. Allan Blimke and
family, nll natives of the Val-
ley, who started dairying in
Chalk River as a cottage in-
dustry in the early 40z with
one cow, an idea and infinite
energy!

It moy seem strange to
think of our bustling dairy
ever being a cottage industry.
But the definition fits when
you visualize up to six little
Blimke brothers delivering
milk, warm from the udder of
the family cow, in quart-size
honey pails, to Chalk River
homes,  Allan Blimke waos
warking at that time at the
Petawawa Forestry Station,
and living with his wife and
12 children — six sons and =ix
daughters — in Chalk River.
One-by-one they built up
their dairy herd and in 1945
the Chalk River Dairy
opened, operating from its
own, then-modern premises.

The homogenizer wasn't
part of milk processing at
that time, but it and other up-
to-date equipment were add-
ed as developed, Up to 1047
the Dairy processed milk from
its own herd. After that the
Blimkes went out of dairy cat-
tle and started collecting raw
milk from farms in the area,

On November 4, 1964, after
years of struggling to estab-
lish the business, tragedy
struck. Fire completely ley-
elled the Chalk River Dairy
while Mr. and Mrs, Blimke
were in North Bay on busi-
ness,

Battered, but by no means
beaten, Mr. Blimke deliberat-
ed over all the prospects and
possibilities of ri-
establishing. By 1954, AECL
was a permanent institution
down on the Ottawa right
next to the area that had been
his parent's farm where he'd
lived from the age of nine un-
til he married his Pt. Alexon-
der bride. Deep River, which
he first knew as an Indian vil-
lage of six families, was o fast
growing residential site. With
great care, the present High-

way 17 location was chosen,
and the Laurentian View
Dairy opened in May, 1955,
The Dairy Bar came into be-
ing the next month., Until
their home next to the dairy
wag built the following year
and the family of 14 moved in,
they commuted from Chalk
River to work and school
Looking back, Mr, Blimke
said that the fire, tragio as it
was, proved to be an impor-
tant turning point for the
business. Another was the in-
troduction of town sewer and
water to the present site. Be-
fore these services werd pro-
vided, the Dairy relied on its
own three wells and a spring-
fed ereek for the thousands of
gallons of water needed daily.
Much of the water had to be
put through an automatic
chlorinator before it could be
used in milk processing. Huge
septic tanks built to take
waste fluids were never ade-
quate and proved trouble-
some, Mr. Blimke recalled.
When Mrs. Blimke was
asked how she ever kept up
with a family of 12 and still
found time to work in the
Biasine vou could almost
see the long procossion of
meals, dishes, laundry and e
cream cones marching before
her eyes ns she reminisced, “A
ten-pound roast would disap-
penr in o gitting!  “Macaroni
and tomatoes! T used to make
it in the biggest ronsting pan

Blimke rocalled: By now, all
12 children are married and
grandchildren number 191
Wh the family congregates
ut Christmas, the table is
usually get far about 35, Mrs
Blimke said,

Three of the six sons have
remained in the family busi
ness: Daryvl, Lyn and Dwayne
Together with their parents,
and Lyn's wile, Bernice, and
thair atafl, they're rospongible
for providing milk and a vo-
risty of dniry products to an
nrea  encompassing  about
12,000 people. Six of the fa-
miliar blue-and-white trucks
cover the regular routes, Most
of the processing i done right
on the premises, Dulter, cot-
tage choose, sour gream, ice
cream  and  oggnog  are
brrought in from Pembroke,

The Laurentinn View Dairy
still collects its own raw milk
for processing, A huge tanker
sots out early in the morning,
going  farm-to-farm  in  the
Pembroka-Alico aren, return
ing to Deep River with its
crenmy, nutritious  cargo,
When the bridge was out pver
the Petawawn River, that
pickaup  route Lecome 168
milen and moy hours longer
ench doy, Three Umes o week
anotheér  tanker containing
processed milk goos to Mat
tawn where for the lnst year-
and-a-hall Laugentinn  View
hag served that community’s
dairy needs, Tho former own-

—_—

there was, and they'd be
clambering to see who would
lick out the pan!”

Raiging their own beef and
pork, cultivating a large gar-
den and eanning *hundreds of
quarts” of preserves enabled
Mr, and Mrs. Blimke to pro-
vide more than adequately for
their even dozen

“After we moved to Deep
River, there seemed to be a
wedding every year” M

Allan and Theresa Blimke with a group of satisfied cusiomers

ers of the Mottawn dairy still
do the household distribution,
on  arrangement that has
worked out vaery well for eve-
ryona, Mr. Blimke said.

The Dairy B wa its in-
ception 17 years ngo, has be-
come a fomily institution,
bath with the Blimkes as they
all piteh in Lo serve their dali
clous dajry treals, and with
families all over the area, Vie-
tories achievements, birth




The Laurentian Dairy Story

-continued from page 26

days — occasions big
small — have been celebrated
at the Dairy Bar aver the
years, It's a favourite stop for
weary motorists, hot and
dusty sportsmen, and Moms
who just plain ran out of dee-
sert ideas!

Mr. and Mrs. Blimke
couldn't hazard a guess as to
how many children have
toured the plant and Dairy
Bar on classroom field trips.
Many stodents over the past
years have benefitted from
summer jobs at the dairy, and
more than one high school
paper has been inspired
through students spending
Project Week at the dairy,

The Dairy will be operating
the extended lunchroom facil-
ities ot Mackenzie High when
they open later this year.

Through the years, Mr. and
Mrs. Allan Blimke and family
have never spared time or ef-
fort in providing to their
many customers quality dairy
products and dependable ser-
vice with a neighbourly touch.
Although  they mentioned
having helped out with many
community projects, they're
all too modest to elaborate or
enumerate.

Are Mr. and Mrs, Allan

thinking about retire-
ment? Not yet...and prol §
never! Both admit to prefer-
ring the busy life of the dairy fire
buginess and not knowing
what they'd do instead. “But
we did go to Bermuda for a
winter holiday two years ngo
— it was the first time in an
airplane for both of us!” Mr.
Blimke  confessed. "Who
knows? We may do something
like that again next winter!”

NRT, February 6, 1985

Laurentian View Dairy
Highway 17.

dered the operation.

which

chief said
fire was being investigated.

tragedy,” he gaid.

Fire destroys Dairy

A cloud of smoke hung aver
the west end of Deep River
* Monday morning as firemen

fought to extinguish the blaze
which completely gutted the

Deep River's Fire Chief
Jack Tooley said the alarm
was raised at 12:50 a.m, and
assistonce was sought from
the Fire Department of Rolph,
Buchanan, Wylie and McKay.
Fifteen men attended the fire
but, although there are water
maing on this section of the
highway, dense smoke hin-

ably No ane was in the 30 yenr-
old building at the time of the
completely  de-
stroyed the business, The fire
the eause of the

Mayor Lyall Smith was
called about 2 a.m. for per-
migsion to use Hydro's tanker
trucks for additional water to
fight the fire, Smith said he
watched the fire for about
three hours feeling very help-
less and frustrated. “This is a
Smith

AHa-
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The NRT of October 16, 1986 car
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paid tribute to the local fire
departments who struggled in
extreme conditions of temper-
ature. Firemen were com-
pietely coated in ice.

Area residents reacted with
dismay at the news. “I can't
imagine a summer in Deep
River without the Dairy,”
commented one young patron.

The Blimke family are re-
ceiving assistance from an-
alher dairy in filling their or-

Dairy will be rebuilt
NRT, February 20, 1985

Deep River and area resi-
dents will once again be able
to savour “the best ice cream
and home baking in the val-
ley” this summer. Allan
Blimlke, president of Lauren-
tian View Dairy, announced
Sunday that his family would
rebuild the popular dairy bar
and milk processing business
which  burned down two
weeks ago,

The announcement, made
at n meeting of the Blimke
family and their employees,
brought smiles to nll the faces
guthered around the tables.

The main reason for the de-
i o rebuild was “a mornl

sibility to our employ-
ees and the people of Daep
River who have backed us
oyver the years and who have
been so hup;mrhvu in our time
of trouble,” said Lyn Blimke.
Ha said the INSUTANCE COVEr-
nge on the building fell about
20 percent short of the total
logs of just over one $1 mil-
lion,

The Blimks family used the
occasion to pay tribute to the
many friends and patrons
who sent best wighes and
flowers and were so suppor-
tive to them in their loss,

Bernice Blimke made spe.
cial reference to the Macken:
zio High Sehool stul’f whir
hava provided facili
Home E¢onomics ropm so thﬂt
home baking con still be o
feature of the achool cafeterin
menu, Logt week, studonta at
the school held o collection to
aid Loorention View Dairy's
out-of-work employees

The Blimke family hag
owned and operated Lauren-
tian View Dairy since 1945
and moved to Deop River in

The Dovwnside of
Business

Town calls in sheriff to seize
Diplomat’s assets
NRT, January 9, 1991

The future of the Diplomat Hotel is uncertain. The prop-
erty is up for tax sale and the town sent in the sheriff to
deize any assets there might be in a bid to reconp some of
the money it is owed.

The decision to send in the sherifl was made at last
week’s regular council meeting. Council had apparently dis-
cussed such a move before Christmas in a closed meeting
and decided againgt it at that time.

The owners of the Diplomat, Paul and Ardis Quilty,
could not be reached for comment on council’s decision and
on the sitnation with the business. Staff at the hotel said
they were out of town until the end of this week.

The property was put up for tax sale last week as the
town is required to do under the Musicipal Tax Sales Act
after taxes are in arrears for four years. The town is owed
over $149,000 in property taxes,

The town is also owed over $23,000 in business taxes but
cannot collect those through the tax sale process.

One way to try and secure the business taxes is "take nc-
tion against the liquid assets™ of the business, clerk-
treasurer Larry Simons told council.

Councillor Ron Booth said the decision not to take action
before Christmas was made because of the “time of the sea-
son.”

“If we don't send the sheriff in, then we'll get nothing for
sure;..it's not our money, 1t’s the taxpayers and we should
take steps to prevent this,” said Booth,

“Compassion was shown (by council),” said Mayor Lyall
Smith, after the decision was made to send in the sheriff,
referring to the decision nok to go in just before Christmas,

If there are no offers tendered on the property by the
deadline of Janunry 25, the business becomes the property
of the Town of Deep River,

Eaton’s No More
NRT, August 9, 1967

Less than one year after opening in its new location, the
T. Eaton Company order office is cloging its doors in Deep
River, A sign posted on the store window states simply, “On
Saturday August 12th, this catalopue sales office will
trunsfer operations to the Pombroke office.”

The local staff of five full-time and two part-time employ-
ecs were first informed of the termination of their jobs last
Friday afternoon when they were summoned together for
the axe-folling, So it appears that, eontrary to popular opin-
ion, Baton's really ean move quickly when they want to,

Eaton's hos been in Deep River since 1946 when it oceu-
pied the entire building now housing the Arcade on Alder
Crogeent. In the summer of 1960 it moved to the Glendale
Plaza where it remained until September 1906 whon the
main store was closed (and sventually leased o Metropoli-
tan Stares) and the catalogue order office opaned

Mennwhile, on the door of the soen to be vacated store,
there still remains the cheary sign, *“Welcome to Enton's,
Conada’s largest retail org tion” Ak this rate of store

closings, one cnn only wonder, “Largest, but for how long?™

oF CANADA

rled |hH P oto of Allan undTherssn Blimk siting ol o 1able in the
new Dairy, surrounded by their happy stall. The modem blue and
white building respened, nol quite before the end of summaer, but in
good lime for the 1988 Indian Summer

LBEA Soon yel snother phase
of 'the bugimess will rige from
the nsligs
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Family Business
Celebrating 50 Years of
1945 serving Deep River and Area




