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“She had an uncle close by in Cobalt. At that time
there was a streetcar line that ran between Cobalt
and Haileybury, so she could commute back and
forth to college. However, instead of going out to
work, Nora came home to be married to Bill Gleeson,
whom she had known since her school days. She has
lived in the same house for 64 years.
| The current house was built in 1920, but Bill grew
' upin an old log cabin a few yards away. Bill was part
| of a family of thirteen children who grew up in that

__Bill Gleeson's family had 246 acres of land on the

. die road. Seventy acres was cleared, the rest was
bush. He finished up with the farm, because “no one
else wanted it", according to Nora. It provided food
ﬁ.p home to raise a family for the young Glee-
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ter she was married, Nora Gleeson
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s b from Chalk River.

d “until the plant started” at
taken on as a security guard at

ked there as a janitor. He died

ergy of Canada Limited to
for this part of the coun-
‘the Depression. There

»5 to pay and no

hour for labour in the Depression. Bill Gleeson would
drive a team of his own horses for $2 a day for the
horses and himself. In 1932, he worked as far as Tee
Lake above Rolphton with his horses.

The Gleesons did not have a car until 1953. Bill
Gleeson did all the driving until he became too ill to
drive. So Nora did not obtain a licence till late in her
life - in 1961,

All their cars were Volkswagens except for the first
car. She still likes the “beetles” and regrets that they
cannot be bought any more. Her number plate is
1903, the year she was bhorn.

She has had a lifetime love affair with baseball.
She drives herself to Blue Jays games in Toronto.
This year she has attended two games in Toronto
Skydome and two in Montreal.

Her interest is explained by the fact that baseball
was one of the few occasions for entertainment and
social interaction around here in the early days.
Everybody used to gather in Chalk River for a pickup
game on Sundays when there was no Mass.

At that time, as now, the area was part of the
Pembroke Archdiocese, but it was regarded as a
missionary post. The priest would come up from
Pembroke sometimes by boat, sometimes by train.
}I;Ie:‘had. to be shared with Chalk River and the “Swis-

a’.

Two Sundays in the month Mass would be in Deep
River. On the others, it would be held in one of the
other centres, Nora can recall walking four miles one
way to church, then home again.

People did a lot of walking in those days. In winter
there was the pair of horses and the sleigh - there
were no roads ploughed in those days.

Nora is a long time and founding member of the
Catholic Women's League in Deep River, It was first
organised here in 1935. She was the first secretary/
treasurer. She later served four different terms as
president.

Over the years she has continued to be actively
involved, helping out with bazaars and cooking for
church suppers. She still goes to most of the meetings
of the CWL, '

All in all, Nora Gleeson is a remarkable and inter-
esting woman whose vitality and interest in life
makes her fascinating to interview.



