
Golden Jubilee of Deep River 

 
The North Renfrew Times’ special four-part series celebrating Deep River’s 

Golden Jubilee.  

 

Part 1: Early Days and Major Events (May 1995) 
• “…In the Beginning: [First Nations Beginnings]” 

• “Choosing the Townsite” 

• “People to Remember: John King and Father McElligott” 

• “How Deep Is Deep River” 

• “September 1945—Revisited” 

• “Remembering: Arriving and First Impressions” 

• “Remembering: Life in the Dorms” 

• “Remembering: Travelling to Work” 

• “The Mystery of Bruno Pontecorvo” 

• “Famous Visitors: Henry Hudson and Jimmy Carter” 

• “Remembering: First Homes” 

• “Remembering: The School Situation” 

• “Remembering: Shopping and Services” 

• “Famous Visitors: Lester B. Pearson, Prince Philip, and Vincent Massey” 

• “Remembering: The Fun Times” 

• “Coronation Day 1953” 

• “An Early Deep River Political Saga: [Roselma Sinclair]” 

• “People to Remember: Dr. Keys, T.W. Morison, W.B. Lewis” 

• “Chalk River Milestones: Some Nuclear Milestones” 

• “1959—Boy Killed in Explosion” 

• “1963—Deep River Goes Wet: [Liquor Can Be Sold in Lounges]” 

• “Deep River: A New Town” 

• “Rink Closes Over Roof Concerns” 

• “Indian Hut Repaired” 

• “Police Force Disintegrates then Rebuilds” 

• “Governor General Vanier Visits” 

• “Deep River Walks for Millions” 

• “Ajax Boy Rescued From Abductor” 

• “The Pine Point Story” 

• “The Cottage Industry Battle” 

• “Decorating the Water Tower: [Beer River]” 

• “Festival of Lights” 

• “A New Town Hall” 

• “Long Term Care Centre Opens in Deep River” 

• “Brockhouse Wins Nobel Prize” 

 

 



Part 2: Recreations and Pastimes (June 1995) 
• “The First 50 Years of a Living Community” 

• “The Community Association Celebrates 40th Anniversary 

• Pattern for Leisure: A Profile of Recreation in Deep River” 

• “Jac Cropley: Deep River’s First Recreation Director” 

• “25 Years of Curling in Deep River” 

• “Carnival Fun” 

• “The Cross River Swim” 

• “Hockey Night in Deep River” 

• “Sports in the Early Days” 

• “Tales of the Silver Spoon” 

• “Sailing Champions: 1953-1965” 

• “Tails of the Canoose” 

• “Colin McAlpine Canadian Champion” 

• “Denovan Heads to Wheelchair Olympics” 

• “Ailsa Metcalfe Is Number One” 

• “Jamie Kallio An Olympian” 

• “Rachel Holden National Champion” 

• “The Deep River Players” 

• “Sidewalk Skurfing [skateboarding] Dangerous, Says Chief of Police” 

• “Deep River Choral Group” 

• “Deep River’s Symphony Attains 30 Year Milestone” 

• “Malcolm Burn Rocks Memphis” 

• “Cynthia Steljes” 

• “32 Years of Poker: A Club with A Difference” 

• “Marnie [Bober]’s Labour of Love: Deep River Craft Fair” 

 

Part 3: The Making of the Town (July 1995) 
• “Memories of Deep River’s First Mayor” 

• “The Modern AECL and the Politics of Recreation” 

• “Roselma Sinclair: New County Warden” 

• “Deep River Double: [Deep River, Connecticut]” 

• “A New Marina at the DRYTC” 

• “The Making of Bernard Childs Auditorium” 

• “The Community Centre: An Exercise in Nostalgia” 

• “The New Town Hall” 

• “WB Lewis Public Library: New Home a Culmination of History”| 

• “North Renfrew Long Term Care Centre: A Remarkable Achievement” 

• “The Saga of the Yacht Club and the Federal Pier” 

• “W.L. Skelly: Deep River’s First Doctor thirty Years later” 

• “The Deep River Hospital History” 

• “Elementary Schools” 

• “More Churches Grow” 

• “Anglicans Leave the Deep River Church” 



• “High School Ups and Downs” 

• “Jim Woodward: Scissors Poised to begin 26th Year in Deep River” 

• “Vic Thompson: A Local Entrepreneur” 

• “Strand Theatre’s Final Fling” 

• “[Grocery Stores:] Feeding Deep River’s Families Since 1946” 

• “Tierney Brothers: Deep River’s First Drug Store” 

• “Laurentian View Dairy: From Small Beginnings” 

• “Ritter’s Sale: A Tradition [Ritter’s Men’s Store]” 

• “Town Calls in Sheriff to Seize Diplomat’s Assets”  

• “Eaton’s No More” 

 

Part 4: The Making of the Town (August 1995) 
• “Fifty Years of Journalism: From the Deep River Digest to the North Renfrew Times” 

• “The North Renfrew Times: From Humble Beginnings” 

• “How the Match Up [Column] Began” 

• “Newspaper Production in 1973 vs. 1995” 

• Lorna Bourns: Managing Editor of the NRT” 

• “A Weekly with a Difference” 

• “NRT Enters a New Era of Desktop Publishing” 

• “The Chalk River Fox Farm, Circa 1920-1930” 

• “Drama on the Dumoine Road: A True Tale of Quebec” 

• “The Rapids of the Upper Ottawa River” 

• “The Swisha Dam: A Powerful Force In the Valley” 

• Family Shipwrecked, Saved by Teenagers [Bob Bainbridge, Iain Baines, and Ted 

DeGrey]” 

• “A Day on the Hunt, in the Townships” 

• “River Reaches Flood Level” 

• “Racing Pigeons Full Time [Ken Gonneau]” 

• “Those &%#*& Blackflies” 

• “Local Snooker Player [Garnet Vaillancourt] Goes to Nationals” 

• “A Trip Down Memory Lane: [Floyd McQuestion]” 

• “The PNFI [Petawawa Research Forestry] Story: Going, going, gone” 

• “Fire Threatens Deep River [1963]” 

• “Deep River Man [Walter Woytowich] Invents Car Heater” 

• “Police Chief Bans Playboy [1972]” 

• “Drugs in Deep River, Police Chief Says [1969]” 

• “Rise and Fall of NPD, 1962-1988” 

• “Worker Rescues Woman Injured in Fall [Elphege Couette]” 

 

 


