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Introduction

“One of the most valuable lessons we learned from
Mr. Blimke's example is that hard work pays off.”

This fourth issue of TAMARACK magazine is a result of the labour of twenty grade
eleven students, and I really believe that the hard work has paid off. We have enjoyed
interviews to the final

watching the magazine take shape as it has evolved from taped
product that you see here. As the students were interviewing Mr. Blimke and the other

subjects of this magazine, they were learning invaluable lessons in life as well as some
local Valley history.

TAMARACK is a program that allows students to |

senior students spend one semester with one teacher. :
zine, the students participate in four wilderness trips, complete a work experience with

scientists and do extensive environmental work. The school is used as a base, but the
community and the wilderness are important classrooms in addition to the traditional

earn through experience. A group of
As well as producing this maga-

one.

ed and first implemented by Bill Patterson. Bill retired from

f 1995 after delivering TAMARACK three times. 1
egrated course from him. Bill continues to actively
— we appreciate his guidance and mentorship and

This program was design
Mackenzie High School in June o

was lucky enough to inherit this int
support TAMARACK in many ways
would like to dedicate this issue to him.

John Steer
April, 1996

In Memoriam

Werwc:uld like to pay tribute to Mr, Vern Cournoyer, whom
we interviewed for our last issue of TAMARACK Magazine

and who has since passed away.




“Of course in them days when you turned
fourteen you were supposed to be a man.”

Mr. Allan Blimke

“Timﬁ when | was a
child aren’t like they are today. |
was nine years old when we
moved up to Perch Lake from
Pembroke. We lived on a farm and
had a big family with eleven at
home. The only schooling 1 got
was from age six to mine. When
we moved up here, the school was
a little log house on the old
Pembroke and Mattawa road,
down at what they call the Nadeau

place. We lived about three miles
from there. In the summer tme
there was school and in the winter
time the roads were closed. There
was no snowplows then and you
had 1o make your own path. The
only snowshoes we had then were
boards with a strap across the

The Laurenticn View Dairy is known all
over the Ottawa Valley for its ice cream and its
"good old fashioned home cookin®'. As we
walked to Mr. Blimke's house, we wondered what
the man who had founded this well-known estab-
lishment would be like, We would soon find out,
When we reached the red brick house beside the
Laurentian View Dairy, we met his daughter,
Vera, outside. She took a break from shoveling
snow and guided ws into the house, Vera took our
Jackets and we went to the living room to sef up.
Mr. Blimke was reading the morning newspaper.
Once we got started, Mr. Blimke was excited and
had no problem telling us stories of his past. We

pected.

middle and we'd try to walk on
them. During the summer [ didn’t
get too much schooling because |
was next on the list for working
around the farm, | was eleven or
twelve and of course nobody
pushed me to go to school and 1
didn’t fight to go. We used to go
swimming a lot in the summer

In those days there was
plenty of work but the
mMOoney was Scarce.

time, in the Indian River and that
was a big deal. An odd time we'd
club together five or six boys and
go together and fish along the
river. We didn’t always have
shoes to wear and in the summer
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soon found out that his life had been filled with
many more adventures than we had ever ex-

by Dwayne Donnelly and Elizabeth Payer

time we'd run bare feet. Of course
when we went to school we had a
pair of boots on. In those days
there was plenty of work but the
money was scarce, so we all had
o wear the give downs.
My father was a sawyer at
the Pembroke Lumber Company
mill and he worked there for
cighteen years. My mother, she
was the housekeeper and that's
about it. She was a good cook and
a good baker. We always had lots
to eat but we didn’t have too many
cakes or pies and things like that. |
used to remember on Sundays
she'd have a layer cake with a
little thin icing on top baked for
us, and we always looked forward
to that. It used to taste pretty good,
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I worked a lot on the farm
"till I got married. 1 did the regular
farm duties of course, but there
was no modern equipment. It was
all hand work with a fork or a hoe
or a shovel, We didn't have a

About all that was going
on in those days was
cutting wood and logs.

binder at that time either. My
father had to cut the grain with a
thing called a cradle and I would
come along and make a sheaf,
Then we would take the sheaves
and lean them up to dry.

When I was a teenager in Chalk
River there wasn't oo many
families. We more or less social-

ized among the boys. Of course,
sometimes we'd make up a ball
team and play ball on Sunday
afternoon. There would be some
girls around then but the teams
were always just for men. In the
fall we used to have urkeys or
geese or something that you would
raise on the farm, and we would
raffle them off. Any time there
was a raffle there was a dance. Oh
yes, we used to dance a lot and
we'd shoot dice and the highest
one would get a turkey.

Of course in them days
when you were fourteen you were
supposed to be a man. You got
away from the family because it
was always too big and you started
1o go out working for yourself,
But you brought your money back
home, pretty much. Now, my first

job was just across from my
cottage up at Point Alexander. |
worked at the Fraser Depot, which
was a log camp about three miles
from my cottage. Of course there

wias more than one lumber camp,
There was about three there at that
time. And in those camps there
was over about one hundred and
fifty men. About all that was
going on in those days was culting
wood and logs.

A passenger boat was run-
ning from Pembroke to the Swisha
[Rapides des Joachims] at that
time. I remember getting on that
boat in the evening at Balmer s
Bay. The boat landed on the
Ontario side and went across the
river to the Quebec side. [ had a

little old potato bag with a few
clothes in it, that was the go at that
time. I had that over my shoulder
and a man looked at me and asked
where [ was going. I told him [
was going into Jack Zadow's
camp and I'd be cuttin” trails, Of
course [ was used to that down on
the farm. I could cut trails and I
could drive horses too. He just
looked at me and told me (o get a
few blankets to spend the night.

You could hear the echo
on the sides of the hills
when it was cold or quiet.

He didn't think 1 could make 1t in
before dark. [ was anxious to get
in there though; my brother
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was already working in there with
a couple of other boys from
around Deep River. [ said | was
going, so away [ went, | was really
running and all at once [ went
around a sharp curve and the lights
were there. | was really glad of
that. When | got there the men
were just eating. | knew where the
cook houwse was — I could see it,
s0 | walked in. Everybody tumed
their heads and looked at me. |
went in and [ asked Jack Zadow

for a job and he said he'd give me
a try. So I got a place at the table
and sat down and had my supper.
Then I went to the office and got
some blankets, and then | went to
my bunk. Iremember when the
cook would start calling you early
in the moming. It would be dark
of course and he would blow
through this hom. You could hear
the echo on the sides of the hills
when it was cold or quiet.

I got married in 1927, She
was a local girl living at Point
Alexander. Her father was a
section foreman for the C.P.R. at
Bass Lake. He was a big [impor-
tant] man but a good man. [ had to
work for the C.P.R. because
nobody could get along without
working for them. Afier my wife's
brother got killed at Bass Lake on
a motor car, work didn’t the seem
the same there. A man from the
Dominion Forestry in Chalk River
came over one day and he asked
me if 1'd like to work for the
Forestry. | had the expenience of
forestry work, building roads and
cutting trees — that's why they

The Chalk River Dairy

asked me to go out there. He told
me he had a job, a boss job. So 1
said ‘Alright, I'll try." [ lived in
Chalk River but [ went to
Petawawa every day. [ had around
twenty men there. It was all bush
work, cleaning and 50 on. When
that job was finished he wanted
mée 1o stay on the headquarters at
Chalk River. [ kept on there as a

After about three, four
days they’d had enough
of the bush and flies and

they were glad to give
themselves up.

labourer and I worked there seven
and a half years. I was about thirty
seven or thirty eight years of age

at that time.
When [ worked at the For-

camp out at Centre Lake. They
supplied me with a truck from
headquarters, to go to and from
the prison camp every day. We
done a lot of work out there. 1
supplied all that camp with wood
and that was a big chore. Then we
cleaned the hydro line from the
Barron River to Deep River. The
trees all fell over and 1 cleaned
those with the prisoners. And if
there was roads to be built, I'd
build roads.

While I was at Centre Lake
with the prisoners, there was three
escapees. They had soldiers and
they looked after the prisoners.
You'd tum around while you were
in the bush and the pnsoners

would slip away.
I remember one escape in
particular. We were brushing in a

estry, [ was in charge of the prison  flat spot where the creek was
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coming into the lake, There was a
German officer (a prisoner of war)
with me and he could speak Eng-
lish good and plain, he was boss
over those fellas. | noticed some-
thing queer and [ said to him, *I
thought | had six of those guys
there, where's the other three?” He

In 1945 the first dairy
burned down.

said he'd go see. So he come back
and he said they weren’t there.
When that happens everything is
shut down and everybody goes
inside. They put their guards in all
the different places until they find
the prisoners. Each escapee was
caught at Petawawa. Of course,
the escapee would follow the
Petawawa River not knowin’
where it's going, the military
would just sit back and wait for
them to come. After about three,

four days they'd had enough of the
bush and the flies and they were
glad to give themselves up.

O course, in them days
there was no pasteurized milk
around here, We had a cow and
every once in a while somebody
wanted to buy some milk. My
wife, she used to strain the milk
and put it up in litthe pails. The
boys were startin’ to grow and
when they could carry a pail of
milk, they had a job. So that’s the
way we started. People would run
short of milk, especially in the fall
of the year because the cow’s flow
would go down. Well, then they'd
g0 over to Blimke's for a quart of
milk, When ['d run short, I'd buy
another cow and when I started the
dairy I had fifteen or sixteen cows
in all.

The first dairy was in Chalk
River. 1 owned ten acres of land
that 1 bought from Mrs. Boyle for

three hundred and twenty five
dollars, at ten dollars a month. In
‘44, 1 decided to put in the pas-
teurization. We were not equipped
like today. Now we have all kinds
of milk. When I opened the first
dairy, I didn’t have any tracks. 1
used 1o deliver out of the back of
my car. Then I got up to about Iwo
hundred quarts a day and 1 had to
buy trucks. In 1945 the first dairy
burned down. Well, the fire was
an awful mess; oh boy! It got
started from a faulty chimney. It
started burning on the roof and the
lads inside didn’t know.

When | decided to rebuild
here in Deep River it was all bush,
(ine man showed me that Ridge
Road would be coming out to the
Mumber 17 Highway. So that’s
how I come to pick this place — it
was a good spot. So then it staned
to creep up; business started to et
better all of the time., OFf course

The Laurentian View Dairy, a Deep River landmark.
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that dairy wasn't as big as it is
now, I'd say it was about half the

size.
To tell ya the truth, we were

makin® more profit then than we
are now, | mean percentage wise,
In those days the milk was selling
at twenty five cents a quan. The
stores didn’t handle milk, only just
for emergency sake but now that's

changed.
In those days we had to

deliver it from door to door, We
got out of delivering the milk
about four years ago, Actually, it
made less work for us. It was a big
job goin' around collecting and
marking everything down in the
books. OF course, you had milk
tickets, but sometimes you'd run
out of them ton. Milk tickets
would come in sheets, about
twenty to a sheet and it said,
‘Good for one quart of milk."
You'd put that in your empty
bottle, and you'd leave it In the
winter time it was a little difficult
because if there was a little mois-
ture left in the bottle and you set
the bottle outside, that ticket
would be frozen and you couldn’t
take it out. You'd have (o bring
the bottle inside and thaw it out to
get that ticket. So it made less
work for us by the way it is now.
The second fire was in 1983.
The fire started under the roof and
it burnt all the way right back
from one end to the other. The
inspector was here for four days
and he couldn't find where the fire
had started. All the controls were
workin® so he decided 1o go up in

the attic again and take another

look. He was up there about
twenty minutes and he come down

and he said, ‘I have it, the wires

were leaning on a piece of timber
and either a squirrel or a chipmunk

peeled the insulation off of them

and that's where the fire started,
You must have been using exces-
sive electricity.” The insurance
people were good though. I can't
complain about what the dairy was
insured for. The insurance money
gave me a good start, but [ had 1o

It was nothing to get up
at three o'clock in the
morning to start off,
that’s just the dairy.

borrow $250 000 dollars along
with it. When I rebuilt, I put in
more new equipment. There was
no use starting over again with old
equipment. Everything seemed to
go really good after that.

Ower the years I can't say
business has been anything but
favourable. All
along right from the
time [ started right
up "till today. There
are a lot of benefits
too — the boys, they
all had jobs. I can’t
say anything differ-
ent because it was
all pretty good to
me. | had good
health, I was strong
enough to work and
I didn't mind it. It
was nothing to get
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up at three o'clock in the moming
to start off, that's just the dairy.
There was lots of hard hours. |
used to get up early and start the
pasteurizing first before ['d go out
on the road. There were times that
I sat down and fell asleep too.
The dairy was a hard go. A
dairy job is not easy, there is lots
of work. | seemed to like the
work. I was wantin® to start a
business, you know, | had that
kind of feeling. So that’s how |
kept on going. Oh ya, [ worked
hard all my life.”

After ralking with Mr.
Blimke, we discovered how rich
and full his life was. Through his
storigs we came to appreciate the
history of the Deep River area. We
hope some day to have as much
success and adventure in life as he
did. One of the most valuable
lessons we learned from Mr.
Blimke's example is that hard

wark pays off.
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